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þ A VI1NDICATION of the Proteſting Brethren © 
Z and of the Government of the Kirk of Scotlands 


% from the Aſperſions unjuſtly caſt upon them, in a 


Z late Pamphlet of fome of the Reſolution-party, ; 
Þ Entituled 5 A DECLA R 4 TlIlO N, WG, ; 3 


With a Diſcovery of the inſufficiency, inequality and Ke 
| iniquity of the Things propounded in that Pans 1 
' phlet, as Overtures of Union and Peace. 


| Eſpecially, 3 

Of the iniquity of that abſolute and unlimited ſubmiſe - 2? 
fion to the Sentences of Church-Judicatories that is © 
holden forth therein, and moſt unjuſtly pleaded to be= 
long to the Being and Effence of Presbyterial Govern= = 
ment. - 
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3 Tothe Law andtothe Teſtimony, Iſa. 8. 20, 


TWe can do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, 

| 2 Cor. I 3. 8. | j 
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Proteſters no Subverters, 
AND _ 
Presbyterie no Papacie : 


OR, 


A Vindication of the Proteſting Brethren,and of 
che Government of the Kirk of Scotland, oy c. 


== Hough the Brethren for the Prote- 


manifold injuries done unto them 
14 SS bearing me title 
SL ICVTS. ut little more) of 4 true epre- 
= SS ſentation of the riſe , eracrde el 
ſtate of the preſent Diviſions of the 
Church of Scotland, And diligently ſpread at home 
and abroad, and induſtriouſly put into the hands 
of publick perſons in both Nations, for making 
them take up ſuch thoughts , and entertain ſuch 
impreſſions of theſe Brethren and their principles 
and cauſe,as are with more animoſity than candor _ 
or truth repreſented therein 3 Yet hathas we con- 
ceive) the conſcience of their. own innocency, and 
the teſtimony which they have therof in the hearts 
of moſt of the Godly in the Land, with the ſmall 
delight they have to ſpend their ſpirits, and their 
time, and to trouble the world with a frequent re= 
iterating and multiplying of Anſwers to ground- ' 


leſſe and unjuſt Ren » perſwaded them' 
es 2 


hicher® 2 


I ſtation are not unſenfible of the 2 


ENG > > eas ana. — 


what was by them form-rly publiſhed in the de- 
fence of their cauſe and perions. Neither would 
we have any to wonder that they do not return an 
Anſwer to that Paper, lately publiſhed, bearing 
title, eA Declaration of the Brethren, who are for the 
eſtabliſhed Government and Judicatories of this Kirk, 
expreſſing their earneſt deſires of {nion and Peace with 


their dijjenting Brethren ; Thougn we do not (as 


the authors of this Paper, in order to the Publick- 
reſolution party ) take upon us to ſpeak in their 
name, Yet may we, asnot being altogether (tran- 
gersco their mind 1n theſe matters, ſay, that they 
are {1l-nt allo at this Paper, t. becauſe, though it 
do in ſome part of the Title and Contents thereof 
profeſſe for, and pretend unto peace; Yer, is it up- 
on the matter, and for the body of it, but crambe 72. 
eofta with the former, a bundle ofthe ſame calum- 
nies wherewith the former was fraughted, a little 
more cloſely knit, and publiſhed to the world in a 
new drefſe and ſet off with a profeſſion and pre= 
text of deſires to union and peace; And why ſhould 
fo many pur themſelves to the pains to aflemble 
together tor anſwering things thar have been often 
anſwered already ; And, is nor indeed an overture 
of peace, bur in effe& a heap of bitter inveRtives 


and reproaches. If the authors of it had not ſer the 


words of //nion and Peace in the frontiſpiece of it, 
we doubt that ever any ſhould have owned it, or 
known it by that name ; for, it doth every-where 
breath diſcord and war : that we may truly ſay 
with the Propher Micah, ch.3.5. whileſt they cry, 
Peace, peace, they bite with their tceth : and with 


the Plain iſt ?P/al, F5+ 31; that whilcſt the wm_ 
; ' Leh | © 


4 


7. 4 * 
(5, Oh 
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peace upon the ſpirics of the authors of this Paper, 
we may fitly compare them tothe firſt Painters in 
ſome Countries of old, whoſe draughts were fo 
rude, that unlefſe they had written above the head 
thereof, This is a Horſe ; This is an Oxe, &c. the 
beholders would never have diſcovered their aim 
therein. Or,we may ſay of them, as Georgius major 
writeth of the fathers of Berge, who wcre authors 


* ofthe book, called Formula concordie Bergenſſs, 


2 Als Ws. doc Dal ntrn cs en E E 


Aut mens Vulcanum, aut forceps indotta fefellit, 
Ezenvny Voluit cudere cudit «ply» 


The Smith's unskilfull mind, or tongs, 
have, ſure, deceiv'd him far ; 

When as he would have forg'd a Peace, 
he hammereth out a War. 


Union and peace,when ſtated upon the right baſs, 
and carried-on by lawtull means, and in order to 
rightends,are things precious and excellent ; How 
ſcaſonable,and firengthning, and refreſhing a bleſ- 
ſing would ſuch an union be unto the Church of 
Scotland in this day of her trjal > Would God that 
theſe Reſolution- Brethren, who do in this Paper 
teſtifie ſo highly of themſelves, as to their making = 
conſcicnce to lament our diviſions before the Lord, 
and of aftii&ting their ſouls becauſe of them, and 
for the (ins procuring the ſame, and of their peaces 
able diſpofition and patietice to bear, and'readi= 
neſle to forgive injuries , had been fo happy 
A 2 theres 
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7 of their mouth are ſmoother then butter, yet wat 
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(6) 
therein asto tread the paths of peace, ahd to ſpeak 
the words of ſobernefle and truth, we are hopefull 
it had found anſwerable entertainment from their 
Brethren for the Proteſtation , who, from no diſ- 
reſpe& to them, but from the conſcience of their 
duty and zeal of the Lord's Cauſe, have in ſome 
things witneſſed againſt their way; but when they * 
do thus uſe them, or rather abuſe them, as ſeeming 
to ſpeak them for union and peace, and yetnot - 
only hold faſt moſt of what hath been the ground *' 
of their grievance and complaint , but operouſly 


labour and induſtriouſly endeayour by a congel= - 


tion of groundlefle alleagences and grofſe mif- - 
repreſentations of matters of fact, with ill-knit _ 
conſequences deduced therefrom, and from ſome 
other things true and honeſt in themſelves,to prove 
them, and proclaim them to the world to be a par- 
ty of ambitious, turbulent, ſubdolous men, who 
have been all this while affeting domination in 
the Church, and defignedly projecting che ſubver- 
fion and overthrow of its Government ; yea, that 
their leading men have of late attempted the utter 
ruin of this Church, and of thoſe who differ from 
them. We hope that no man of an impartial 
Judgment will think that the proteſting: Brethren 
can otherwiſe entertain ſuch a treaty of union and 
peace; that is the efJux of ſo bitter and unpeaceable 
2 {pirit, than with deep filence and juſt contempt, 
unlefſe they would betray their own innocency, 
and the juſtneſle of the cauſe which they do main- 
cain, by treating a Peace upon ſuch perſwafives 
and foundations,as do all-along heighten divifion 
and build up war. 2. Though this Paper, bear. 
me the name of A Declaration of the Brethren who 

are 


Ws ©, MY 
of are for the eſtabliſhed Government and Tudicatories of 
* the Church, And ſo ſeem to lay claim to all the | 
publick reſolurion party as its father ; Yer is it a 
thing very doubtfull whoſe it is, or who do own 
it : certain it is that it did not proceed from any 


' , Church-authoriry, but from ſome perſons in an 


extrajudicial capacity : whether theſe were in- 
| truſted by their Brethren in the ſeveral parts of che 
Land for that effeR, themſelves beſt know. In the 
mean while they muſt pive us leave to tell what 
we know, that ſundry of their Brethren in ſeveral 
parts of the\Country do profeſſe themſelves ſtran-- 
gers tO the contrivement of it , and diflatis-ed 
therewith, ſome upon one accompt and ſome upon 
another ; And that a good while after it was pub- 
liſhed and going abroad in print, as the Declara- 
tion of all that party, many of them in ſevcrall 
parts of the Country were inquiring. What is it ? 
and, what ſaith it? The truth is, a Juno of ſome 
few, who ule to meet at Edinburgh do in thele things 
what they judge convenient ; and that they may 
not ſeem to take too much upon them, they would 
make the world believe that all of their party do it, 
whileſt it is evident enough ( many of that party 
being witneſſes ) that moſt of them are nor privie 
to it, and many of them are diſſatisfied with it, A 
thing hardly tolerable in a publick Declaration, 
that pretendeth to ſpeak the mind and judgment of 
the whole,and that in matters of ſuch concernment 
and contradition + And we have the more reaſon 
to take notice of this , becauſe though after the 
publiſhing of that Declaration it was confidently 
given out by ſome of the publick reſolution Bre- 
thren, and generally expected by theſe of the other: - 
A 4 Judge 
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Judgment, that it ſhould have beet: owned by the 3 


Kirk-Judicatories of ou judgment, and tendred 
by them to the proteſting Brethren in a judiciall 


way» as containing fit means of union and peace; ' 


Yet cannot we hear that the Presbyteries or Sy- 
nods of that way have owned it, or approven 
thereof; yea, ſundry Synods being by men of the 
other judgement put to it, to declare themſelves 
whether chey would own it or not,did refuſe (ſome 
of them) to declare themſelves therein, till che other 
Brethren ſhould firſt declare themſelves ſatisfied 
therewith : which was in effeR but to ſeek a (ha- 
dow of ſome tolerable diverſion, thereby to wave 
the determination of the queſtion, upon which 
they would probably have divided in their votes ; 
_ others of them would not do ſo much as to 
take the defire in conſideration ;: How then can 
the proteſting Brethren own it as a Declaration of 
the other party, or return any Anſwer to it upon 
that accompt, as ng as it isnot ableto fetch its 
deſcent but from a few private perſons ( whoſe 
names alſo we are left to gueſle at) and isnot only 
not owned by their Judicatories, but by ſome nor 


acknowledged , and ſpoke againſt by other Bre- 


thren of that party. 

Theſe and ſuch like conſiderations do ſufficient= 
ly juſtifie the proteſting party as to their ſorbear- 
ing any common Anſwer to that unſavoury Pa- 
per ; Yet ſeing not a few of the other fide do pleaſe 
themſelves in the criminations contained therein, 
as unanſwerable, and in the propoſals of peace 
which it doth hold forth as very equal and reaſon- 
able , whereby they heighten themſelves in their 
own way, and in groundlefle prejudices —_ 

OTNeTrs, 
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®thers,and endeavour to tumble ſuch as are weak, : 
" Wetruſt that it ſhall be ſervice not unacceptable 


to God, nor unpleaſant to the proteſting Brethren» 


"" nor urfprofitable ro thoſe of the reſolution-way, 


nor unedifying to the Church and Peaple of God, 


- if we ſhall give an Anſwer to that Paper, not tra« 
 cing it word by word, or line by line, bur firſt by 


clearing innocent men and a good caule, of theſe 
groundleſs prejudices that ſeem co be deeply rooted 


' upon the ſpirits of the authors and owners of thar 
{ Paper, and are therein blazed abroad to the world 
; againſt their Brethren, 2. By diſcovering the in- 


/ ſufficiency, and inequality and iniquity of the pro 


polals of peace that are made therein, that ( if the 
Lord fo will ) theſe miſerable miſtakes being re= 
moyed, they may ſee things as they are , and ates 
caining ſome right underſtanding chereof, may be 


{ broughtto allay their paſſions and ceaſe from their 
| perſecutions, and to redintigrate their affeRion to 


their Brethren, and to proffer unto them ſuch: 
tearms of union and peace as do beſeem the men of 
God, who do indeed deny themſelves, and ſeek 
not cheir own glory, but the glory of Him who 
ſent them : or, if they will not ſee nor hearken, 
yet we may, according to our meaſure, bear record 
unto truth and innocency ; And let vnbyaſſed 
perſons know that the proteſting Brethren are not 
men of that ſpirit and charater whom that Paper 
pointeth forth. Beſides the inducements already 
mentioned, there is one particular that hath in a 
ſpecial way prevailed on us to take notice of that 
Paper , to wit, that the authors thereof, and of the 
late Repreſentation, donot only continue to plead 
for that abſolute and unlimited ſubmiſſion to the 
ſentences 
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ſentences of the Church- Judicatories that was re= - 
- quired by the reſolution Brethren in the conference 
at Edinburgh, Novemb, 1655. but carry it ſo high ' 
- asto aſſert it to be of the very eſſence and being of 


presbyterial Government, by whick inſtead of the 
{weet and gentle yoke of Jeſus Chriſt in that Or= 
dinance, as it 1s delivered unto us in His Word, 
they have laboured ( we fear ) to introduce into 
the Houſe of God a Kirk-government that is too 
nigh of kin to that which is popilh, prelatical and 
tyrannical. There could nor have been a more un- 


happy aflertion concerning theGovernment of the *' 
Kirk fallen upon and publiſhed in theſe times, nor * 


only in order to the peace by them pretended , it 
being ſadly ſuſpicious that there is no good inten- 
tion under the offer, when the ſtronger party doth 
ſo much preſſe the abſoluce (ubmiſflion of the wea- 
ker to all their ſentences whatſoever, whether juft 
or unjuſt ; But allo, it being more than probable 
that men of a prelatica! ſpirit will cake hold there- 
of, and preſſe it on as {ubſervient to the re- intro- 
ducing of their way ; and that thoſe of the con= 
gregational and independant judgment will make 
uſe of it for rendring presbyterial Government 
hatefull and odious, and bringing it in ſuſpicion 
and jealouſfie with the godly : And whether ſome 
of the re{olution- party who do retain their old love 


to the prelatical way, or others of them, who ( if + 


g00d teſtimony mav be credited) did fince the be- 
ginning of thele differences. profeſle their diſlike of 
the ſthordination of Kirk- Judicatories, and their 
reſpe& to the congreeational way, have for their 
own ends had hand in this thing , we leave it-to 
wiſe men to conſider. But now to proceed in our 
work, The 


The firſt and great prejudice which that Paper, * 
and, as it ſeemeth, theſe Brethren's ſpirits are filled 


-with againſt the Brethren for the Proteftacion, is, 


That they do not only diffent from, but alſo have 


* it in their thought and deſign, to ſubvert and de- 
ftroy the eſtabliſhed Government of the Church 


of Scotland by Presbyteries and Synods , and that 
their practices do manifeſtly tend thercunto. The 
title and frontiſpiece of their Paper beareth them 
to be the Brethren Who are for the eſtabliſhed Govern= 
ment of the Kirk of Scotland, And the other to be 


. the diſſenting Brethren ; which circumſcriptions of 
- the two parties in one ſentence , without termi- 


nating their diſſent to any thing elle, is obviouſly 
liable to this conſtrution , That they do diſſent 
from that Government. In the beginning of 
the fifth page, they ſay, They did caſfuly foreſee that 
their way did manifeſtly tend to the oberturning 


| of the eſtabliſhed Church-Government, and a lictle 
| downward in the ſame page » That ſoon after , 


and conſtantly to this day by their irregular prattices, 


contrary to all order, they have bewrayed their ſmall 


reFpett to the eſtabliſhed Government ; and toward 
the cloſe of that ſeRion, that they expreſly refuſed 


ſubordination and ſubmiſſion to the Tudicatories of the 


\ 


Kirk, a principle inconſiſtent with presbyterial Go 
vernment in a conſtituted Church, And having in the 
next page reckoned over ſome practices and pro- 


= polals of the proteſtine Brethren,they do thus con= 


clude ot them, Theſe projetts (fay they) We look up 
on 45 ſetting u in effeth a new Eccieftaſtical 7uriſdittie 
on, and a Plant Which is not of Goas planting , and 
not only ſufpending the eſtabliſhed Church-Govern- 
ment ſine @ic > but totally ſubverting it to make way 
| or 
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For the projetters their domination. in the Charch and 


-over their Bretbren, When we read and repeat theſe 
things, we cannor but bemoan the blindneſſec and 
weakneſſe of the ſons of men as they are now 
 cloathed with corruption and a body of death. 
'Qur Brethrens great quarr<l and plea,they profeſſe 
to be from their zeal to maintain the Government 


of the Houſe of God, which to their apprehenfions - 


the other would ſubvert and deſtroy. And if the 
proteſting Brethren werc to give an accompt of 
the grounds of their diflatisfaRtion with them in 
the proceedings, wherein they have been forced 


ro differ from them, and to telitfie againſt them, or - 


of theſe courſes and prattices which they call ir- 
regular, and altogether diſorderly and deſtruftive 
to the Government , We truſt chey can in the fim- 
plicity of their ſouls ſay, That next unto the great 
End for which Government was appointed by 
Telus Chriſt in His Houſe, ro wit, the edifying and 

ilding of His Body in thole things that pertain 
tolife and godlineſſe , the fear of the reſolution 
Brethren their ruining of the Government of the 
Kirk of Scotland, and other the precious Ordinan= 


ces of God , and the work of Reformation, by 


departing from rhe purity, and genuine and primi- 


tive principles thereof, and neglecting ro improve 
the (ame tothe ends for which chey were appoint» 


ed of God, and abuſing them oftentimes to con= 


trary ends , together with a deſire to preſerve theſe 


things unto edification, hath been and is the thing 


 that-moſt prevailech upon them in all theſe matr= 


ters ; And what a ſad thing is it that both having 
the confidence to ſay that they are one in their end, 


and do deſign the ſame thing , that yer the one of 


them 
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ud them ſhould ſo far miſtake their own way , as fo. © 
ſe choole means deftruRive to their own ends; or, 
d which is werſe > that they ſhould diflemble and 
v mock God » and abuſe the world with making 
- ' profeſſion of one thing , whik{t the contrary is 
© defigned in their hearts > and afted by their 
T hands. | 
S' Bur how ſhall we perſwade the reſolution Bre- 
© thrcn that the other do nor difſent in the matter of 
f Church- 2overnment-but do own. Presbyteries and 
L Synods as an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, and as 
| | the Government appointed by Him who is faith= 
* * full over all the Houſe of God as a Son ? For, to 
' | fay thatthey do profeſie for it, and preach for it, 

and plead and print for it , and that they own and 

acknowledge themſelves members of Presbyteries 
and Synods, and vive obedience unto, and put in 
execution thejr Jult Sentences; and that they do 
not profefſe, nor preach, nor print, nor plead, nor 

a&t for , nor ſubject themſelves unto any other 

Church-government : Though theſe things be 

clear and evident,and ſuch as have been confirmed 

by the conſtant tenor of their way now for many 

» years, and is wel! known in all theſe three Na- 
, tions; Yethaply it ſhall notranſom them in this 

point from che bondage of their Brethrens jealou=- 

fie » Shall they then open their hearts unto them, 
and take God, who knoweth them, to record, up= 

| on their ſouls, that ſo far as they have obtained 
mercy to know themſelves and their own judge- 
ment, in that which concerneth Church-govern= 
ment, they do judge Presbyterial Government, as 
it is holden forth in the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, - 
and in the As of uncontroyerted Aſſemblies _ 
0118 


: (14) ww 
'ehis Church, and ſworn to in the National Cove: 
nant, and Solemn League and Covenant, to br 
founded upon, and agreeable unto the Word o! 
God. and the only Government warranted and k 
appointed of God, by which He would have Hi ; 
Houſe to be ruled under the New Teſtament, and 
hath no thought nor deſign of ſubyerting or de- ; 
Rroying the ſame , or introducing any other into 
the Houle of God, but conceive themſelyes bound | 
both by vertue of the Inſtitution and Command- 
ment of God, and by vertue of the ſolemn Oath * 
of both Covenants, and many tyes beſides, to en- | 
deayour the preſervation thereof in ics purity and 
_ unto the end of cheir lives, and that it may 

e continued in the Houſe of God amoneſt their 
poſterity and the generations that are to come ; 
If after all this our Brethren will not believe z we 
know not what they can do, or what they are 
bound to do more to perſwade them ; but all this 
they have done already , and muſt therefore poſ- 
{eſſe their ſouls in patience , and commit the cauſe 
unto God who knoweth their hearts and all the 
choughts thereof afar off, 

Theſe things do haply prevail fo far upon the 
apprehenſions and thoughts of ſome, at leaſt, of. 
theſe Brethren, as to make them allow the proteſt - 
ing Brethren more charity than to think that they 
have changed their judgements concerning the 
Government, or , that they do entertain formal - 
and direct intentions, and a ſtated deſign to ſub- 
vert and deſtroy the ſame : We know that they 
have alwayes had that candid conſtruction in the 
hearts of ſome of them;though they have juſt cauſe 
to complain of others;that no profeſſions, nor pra- 


teſtations 


| ( 15 
: teſtations nor ations of theirs, could ſince our late 
* differences, gain ſo much credit with them as to 
be vindicate them from ſome ſtated deſign againſt the 
0 Government ; Or, if they have a teſtimony in 
- their conſcienices to the contrary, yet they have 
5% judged it wiſdom, and for the advantage of their 
” —_ and weakning of their Brethren, by preſent- 
* ing them in ſuch a figure, to endeayour ro make 
It the Nation and the World believe that it is other= 
nd wayes ; though we know nothing that they have 
d. gained thereby, unlefle it be to make themlelves at 


= laſt to believe what they would have had others to 


nd 


believe, and ſo in the end to make them run quite 
away from their old friends, as men to be ſcarred 
at : like children really atrighting themſelves with 
the things which they deviſed to afright others. 
But let us come to that ipon which they lay the 
fireſſe and weight of all theſe harſh conſtructions, 
to wit;their a&tings and irregular praCtices (as they 
are pleaſed to call them ) being ſuch as in their 
Opinion are contrary to all order , and do clearly 


' tend to the ſubverſion of the Government. OF 


theſe they do reckon a great many, in their Repre« 
{entation publiſhed ar London, which ( as to that 


| head ( which yet taketh up a great part of that 
\ Book) is fo fraughted with groundlefle alleagan= 


ces and grofſe mi{-repreſentations ( we ſhall ab- 
Rain from our Brethrens word of foul ſlanders) 
of matters of fact ( ſome of them feigned , and 


' others reported with all the diſtortion that a pre= 


Judiced mind ca reach) that we do profeſs though 
proportionable and correſpondent aflertions and 
carriages in their Agent. and his induſtrious ſprea- 
ding of it, did make us conceiye that it myo bo 
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his, yet untill now that they have owned it in 4 

publick Declaration , we could hardly be per. 

{waded that it was theirs. But we ſhall leave thi 

full anſwering of theſe things to its proper place, 

and ſhall now only ſpeak to thoſe particulars tha 

are ſhortly repeated in their Declaration. And ir 

the entry, do defire our Brethren ſeriouſly to con. 
fider, whether they have done well by their de. 

parting from their former principles in order to the 
Malignant party, and hugging them in their arms, 
and bringing them into the Judicatories of State 
and Kirk, againſt a publick ſolemn Vow and En- 
gagement, ſworn by the whole Land to the Lord 
to the contrary; and by abuſing the Government, 
and turning the edge both of Dottrine and of Dif- 
Cipline from off them, and againſt their Brethren 
and many of the Godly in the Nation, to tempt 
them to caſt at the Government, and to fall upon. 
means of defence that haply might have been pre- 
Judicial thereunto., We do profefle we do judge 
}t a ſpecial mercy tothis whole Church, that theſe 
things have not prevailed upon the proteſting Bre- 
thren , to the deſigning and doing of that really 
wherewith they are unjuſtly charged ; and if God 
had not inftruted them with a ſtrong hand to 
the contrary, who knows but- corruption meeting 
with great provocations and ſtrong temptations, 

might haye turned them aſide to ſuch unhappy 
purpoſes. It ſhall be our Brethrens wiſdom, if 
they deſire to preſerve the Government , to im- 
prove it to edification, and for the comfort and 
encouraging of the Godly , and purging of the 
Houſe of God , otherwiſe all their [gre and. 

0 


pleading, and appearing for it will do but licle te 
comment * 


(17) Zi 
commend it to men's .conſcietices ; and if it have 


| not 2 root there, it is not like long to ſubſiſt in out= 


ward profeſſions, : 

The firſt particular is ( as they call it) The de= 
clining the Authority of the ſupream Church- Zudica- 
tories of this Nation once and again ; They mean the 


« Proteſtations againſt the two late pretended Af- 


ſemblies at S+ Andrews, and Dundee,and Edinburgh, 
in both which the Government of the Church by 
Presbyteries and Synods,National and Provincial 
is clearly aſſerted, and an honourable teſtimony 
given thereunto by the proteſting Brethren , with 
diſtin& and full profeſſion of their purpoſe and re- 
ſolution to adhere thereunto ; Nor is there in 2ny 
of theſe Proteſtations, nor in any thing of theirs 
that hath been written or publiſhed in defence 
thereofzone tittle that ſtrikes againſt any thing thac 
relaterh to the intrinſecal conſtitution and being 
of the Government of the Kirk of Scotland , bur 
all the reaſons of the Proteſtations againſt thoſe 
meetings,are upon the undue qualifications of; and 
prelimitations made by perſons aſſuming the ex- 
erciſe of Government, with ſuch other things ag 
are altogether extrinſeck ro the Government it ſelf: 
they have learned to diſtinguiſh betwixt che Go- 
vernment of the Church, and the male-admini= 
trations and Corruptions of the Church- Gover- 
nors; and not to condemn the one when they are 
neceſſarily called to give a teſtimony againſt che 
other ; Yea, the duty and care they owe to the 
preſervation of the Government conftraineth then 
to teſtifie againſt the abuſing and cortupting ot it : 
So did our fathers of old , whoſe Protcſtarions 
againſt corrupt National Chyrch Aflemblics are 

B | upon 
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upon record to this day, and fo far have they beet 
by men of ſound judgments, from being judged 
becauſe thereof to be againſt the Government, that 
they are honoured amongſt the greateſt patrons 
and preſervers thereof. The proteſting Brethren 
do not acknowledge theſe two Meetings to be any 
of the ſupream Church- Judicatories in this Na+ 
cion, nor to have any Authority belonging unto 
them , but look upon them as unfree and corrupt 
Aflemblies ( for the reaſons long ago publiſhed 
to the world) that have not upon them the ſtamp 
ofany of the Courts of Jeſus Chriſt ; neither do 
they think that teſtifying againſt the corruptions 
of many of theſe that are now in the exerciſe of the 
Government of the Church,is to diſſent from,or to 
do injury to the Government it ſelf ; And we can- 
not but ſay, whatever be our Brethren's intentions 
in ſtudying ſome way to wrap up the Authority 
of theſe two Meetings, and of thar part of the Mi- 
niſterial Church which is of their judgment, as ir 
were, in the very being of the Government ( for 
this they ſeem to hint, though it be not direftly 
ſpoke in that word of the eſtabliſhed Government 
and Fudicatories of this Kirk, which they ſet in the 
frontiſpicce, and carry along in their Paper ) as if” 
the Government could not be owned nor ſubſiſt, 
the Authority of thefe two Meztings being denied, 
and the corruptions of men diſcovered and ac- 
knowledged ; We lay, whatſoeyer they do hercin 
to pleaſe themſelves, and to amuſe the ignorant, 
yet the proteſting Brethren do not fo judge, and 
the other by doing; ſo make moe adverſaries to the 
Dovernment than there is juſt cauſe. 

"he-ſecond particular which they alleage, is 
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Their planting of Congregations in 4 tumultuous and 
diſorderly way, without refþett to the Tudicatories of 
the Kirk, or to the juZt intereſt of the People of the 
Congregation , and counteratting to the reſolutions 


© and determinations of the Tudicatories When any of 
| them are pleaſed to be diſſatisfied therewith, To carry 


on the great things of God that do concern the 


| Kingdom of His Son Jeſus Chriſt, and the eternal 


ate of fouls in a tumultuous and diforderly way, 
though there were no more , were a faulc great | 
enough ; but to do it upon no better foyndations_ 
than meer pleaſure, and for no better ends, but for 
ferving of our own lufts, were a very grievous and 


harefull fin : But let us ſee what cauſe there is tor 


this great charge ; The reſolution Brethren did by 
thoſe Reſolutions of theirs, taken in an occaſional 
meeting of the Commiſſioners of the General Aſ- 
ſembly ( many of that number receiving either no 
advertiſement, or elſe ſuch as was out of time to 
keep the meeting in the year, 1651.) give their 
Judgment and advice unto the State, concerning 
the capacity of the Malignant-party ( who were 
before that time excluded from all Publick Truft 


© inthe Army, and in the Judicatories Civil and 


Ecclefiaftick, and debarred from the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper , and from having hand in the 
EleRion of Miniſters) in order to Civil Truſt, and 
the matter being generally much tumbled at by 
the Godly in the Land, they did a little thereafter, 
whether tor the allaying of that offence, or othcr 
conſiderations beſt known to themſelves, {udicn- _ 
ly , and contrary to Acts made by themlelves, re- 
ceive them to a {ſhadow of publick repentance; or, 
to a mock-repentance ; We may juſtly and with 
”  Þ 2 erict 
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grief of heart call it ſo, becauſe God was thereby 
mocked,and fin and wrath increaſed ; and though 
theſe Brethren may deny it , and love not to hear 
it, yet not only the Godly, but the Body of the 
Land are witnelles, and do bear record of it 3 yea, 
chat party themſelves are witneſſes, and do make 
it the matter of their ſporting to this day, by this 
ſemblance of repentance they were made capable 
of all Church-priviledges, and put in equal foot- 
ing for calling of Miniſters, and ruling in Con- 
gregations, with men of a blamelefſe and chriſtian 
converſation, and of known integrity and good 
affeion to the work of Reformation ; And when 
che diet of the General Aſſembly came, having 
rſt done what they could for incapacitating all 
Brethren of differing judginenc from theſe Reſo- 
lutions, to fit in the Aſſembly , by citing them to 
the Aſſembly as guilty perſons, and excluding 
them from being eleted Commiſſioners , where 
they could have power, they did not only ratifie 
theſe Reſolutions, with all the proceedings of thoſe 
Commiſſioners ( who were authors thereof') re- 
lating cthereunto, but did alſo make As, ap- 
pointing and ordaining Cenſures againſt all per- 
ſons in this Church, whether Miniſters or Profeſ- 
fors, that did not acknowledge the Authority,and 
ſubmit to the Afts and Conſticutions of that Af- 
{embly concerning thoſe Reſolutions, and barring 
all ſuch Expe&ants from entrance to the Miniftery 
as (ſhould not acknowledge that Authority, and 
ſubmit to thoſe Conſtitutions ; And in their A(- 
ſembly of the next year at Edinburgh, do provide 
and ordain Presbyteries to take ſpecial care, that 
upon the calling of any Exzpectant to a particular 
charge 
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charge of the Miniſtery, before they admit him to 
his tryals, they require him under his hand co paſſe 
from the Proteſtations and Declinators againſt 
this and the preceding General Afemblie, if he 
hath been acceſſory to the ſame ; And to promiſe 
and give aſſurance that he ſhal abſtain fromhold- 
ing up debates and controverſies about matters of 
differences in this Kirk fince the Aſſembly, 1650. 
in preaching , writing , or otherwiſe ; upon the 
performance whereof, the Presbytery ſhall pro= 
ceed to his trials 3 If not, in that caſe the Presby- 
terie ſhall forbear to proceed, untill the next Ge- 
neral Afſembly; leaving liberty to the Presbytery 
or Congregation for planting of the place other- 
wiſe : And,that Presbyteries ſhall require the fame 
things fore-mentioned of every ruling Elder thac 
cometh to fit and aR in Presbyteries ; and, in caſe 
of his refuſal, not admit him to a as an Elder in 
the Presbytery, but require the Kirk-Seffion from 
which he is ſent ro make choice of, and tend ano- 
ther, who, for the peace of the Church, (hall agree 
to perform the conditions required. By theſe pro- 
ceedings and pratices, the moſt unjuſt and irregu- 
lar that we have known in this Church fince we 
did begin to look at Reformation, in the year, 
1633. and which were indeed the great cauſe of 
che diſtempers and diſtractions that have ſince fol- 
lowed, malignant and diſaffeted men in Con- 


conſciences in bondage to theſe things ; And do 
S232 labour 
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labour eyery-where almoſt,to thruſt-in others ac- 
cording to their own heart, notwithftanding of the 
diſlike and diſſent of many of the godly and well- 
affected, who are beſt able to judge ; or, if any ſuch 
happen to be called, a top is put to their trials and 
admiſſion upon the ſame accompr ; or, if admit- 
ted, and received by the Presbytery, then refuſed 
to be acknowledged Miniſters by the Synod ; And 
the intrudings of others upon their charges, allow= 
ed and confirmed. If in the midſt of all theſe dif- 
ficulties and raits, whereby they that love the 
Goſpel are barred from the precious food of their 
ſouls, and have men thruſt upon them who know 
not how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to a weary ſoul, 
nor to divide the Word aright , but do make glad 
the hearts of thole whom God hath not made 
glad; and make ſad the hearts of thoſe whom 
God hath not made ſad : what wonder were it 
though the gaining or preſerving of that which is 
more excellent and neceſſary, and for avoiding of 
2 greater evil, ſhould ſometimes and in ſome caſes, 
perſwade unto a finleſs preterition of ſome things, 
otherwiſe fit to be obſerved in the courſe of forma- 
lity and order ; though yet the proteſting Brethren 
have bzen tender even of theſe things , and have 
made conſcience, as to do nothing evil and finfull 
in it ſelf, ſo co do nothing from contempt or diſ- 
reſpe& to the leaſt point of order ; yea, they have 
been carefull to keep within the bounds, warran- 
ted and allowed unto them of God ; And, if ir 
be fitto compare, we may truly ſay, that for all 
the noiſe our Brethren make againſt them, for the 
violation of order, and taking irregular courſes, 
they haye been more carefull then themſclyes w_ 
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beeh, ahd that they have more juſt and weighty 
grievance againſt them, even upon this accompt, 
than they have againſt the proteſting Brethren : 
Have not theſe Brethren, ſome of them, intruded 
both upon the people and charges of other able 
and godly Miniſters already fſetled > Have not 
others of them, being the ſmaller part, and ſome= 
times a very {mall part of the Presbytery, ſeparated 
and withdrawn themſelves from the body and 
ercater part thereof, becauſe they were of the other 
Judgment > Have they not counteracted and been 
inftrumentall to cauſe people in Congregations 
counteraR to the Determinations and Sentences of 
their own Presbyteries and Synods? Have they nor 
in Synods violently taken things out of the hands 
of the Presbytery,when there was neitherreference, 
nor appeal, nor male-adminiſtration ? Haye they 
not refuſed to acknowledge Miniſters for members 
of the Synod, or to ſuffer them to fit & vote among 
them, though called by the whole Congregation, 
and duly tryed and admitted by the Presbytery? 
Haye not ſome of their Synods taken upon them 
the power of a Gen. Aſſembly ? and other things 
of that kind which were tedious to colle&t and 
enumerate. They that teach others, would teach 
them own ſelves. And if they would have their 
Brethren to abhor Idols, they would not commit 
facriledge, If they ſay, that there'is 2 difference 
upon the matter betwixt that which is done by 
them, and done by the other : take the matter fim- 
ly and without reſpe& to their numbers, and we 
lieve the proteſting Brethren wili be content to 
ſtand or fall by it : and if it be the plurality of the 
number only, we —_ accompt that, c{pecially 
4 : in 
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jn a time of corruption, a lufficient plea either for ( { 
condemning the one, or juſtifying the other. liv 
The third thing wherewith they labour to make c&: 
out the defigns and endeavours of the proteſting cri 
Brethren to ſubvert the Government, is, as they fo 
are pleaſed toexprefle it in the fourth page of their Py 
Declaration, That they have caſt many and foul res T, 


| proaches upon them at home and abroad, both by word a 


and writ, that ſo they might make them batefu'l, and tc 
purchaſe credit and power to their own party, whereby t: 
alſo they have endeavoured to render thu National c 
Church odious in the view of the World, and expoſed n 
her to be 4 laughing-ſtock to all her enemies, and fur- x 
niſhed them With weapons ( if ( ſay they) their foxl c 
ſlanders deſerve to bave credit) Whereby to fight againſt t 
her, and juſtifie their oppoſition to ber, when her own . 1 
children bear ſuch Witneſſe againſt her. And as they « 
expreſſe it in the fifth page of that Paper, their | 
branding Church-Officers and inferiour Judicatories, 
4 generally corrupt, that ſo all of them might be caſt 
looſe, or at leaſt moulded to their mind, Tf our Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt had not forewarned us 
herein, we ſhould have wondred that the Brethren 
for the publick Reſolutions ſhould fee a mote in 
their neighbours eye, and not conſider the beam in 
their own eye: Hath it not:been their work at 
home and abroad, in private and publick, in print 
and writ, to calt foul reproaches and {landers up- 
on the proteſting Brethren > That one ſcurril 
pamphlet, publiſhed under the name of 2 /dericus 
Peridicus, ( which had been better tiled Falfidicus) 
may teſtifie of what ſpirit ſome of our Brethren 
are, who knowing chat the tongue of the poor man 
the Author thereof would be no ſlander at home: 
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for ( ſo ſmall was his credit in this Church when he 
lived ) that now after his death chey have ſent his 
ecrazie diſcourles abroad in a Latin drefle , to gain 
ne credit to their cauſe amongſt ſtrangers in the Re- 
ey formed Churches, and make the world believe the 
it Proteſters are men fanatick and abominable, like 
es Thomas Munſter or Jobn of Leyden ; But would 
rd any be at the pains to turn it into the Scotiſh 
2d tongue, it ſhould not only prove a ſufficient refu- 
þy tation of the manifold lyes and calumnies therein 
«| contained, but open the eyes of many, that they 
*d might perceive by what pillars that cauſe is ſup- 
'- ported, But it doth moſt grieve us that the Name 
;/ of the Lord is ſo often taken in vain, by our Bre- 
t thren's filling taeir preachings and prayers in the 
. pulpit with ſuch ſtuffe as goeth abroad in others 
of their pamphlets z whether it be for ſcarſcity of 
other purpoſe, or from the abundance of that bu- 
mour predomining in their breaſts, we ſhall not 
determine ; but ſure we are, that thereby not only 
many hungry ſouls are diſappointed of their food, 
but thoſe Ordjpances are rendred irklome eyen to 
many hearers 'of their own judgment, and the 
;-cofaner ſort are furniſhed with a common theam 
for the tavern, Butto leave this, and anſwer that 
which is charged upon the Proteſters. Our Bre- 
thren (as we conceive) do by theſe reproaches and 
{landers, and brandings, mean a Paper of the pro- 
teſting Brethren, which holdeth forth the eviden= 
ces of the growing defetion in the Land, with an- 
other Paper that holdeth forth a corrupt party 
amongſt the Miniſtery fince the dayes of the Pre- 
lates, who, by the late publick Reſolutions for 
bringing-in of the Malignant party, have got y 
ne 
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the head, and carry the vote and ſway in matiy gat 


the Judicatories' of the Kirk; with ſome othta 
Papers and Conferences of that kind, whereuntg 
theſe Brethren have been neceflarily drawn in theye: 
own defence : Concerning which we ſay , firkhe 
Thar if theſe things be indeed ſlanders and falſe ipt 
themſelyes., and have been coined and yented byh 
the proteſting Brethren for the ends alleaged, ſuregy 
ly they are great tranſgreſſors, and wretched mefic 
whom the refolution Brethren have at a mighty 
advantage » and if they can but a little wait anch 
poſleſſe their ſouls with patience, God will cleaa 
their innocency, and diſcover the others malice ap 
gainſt them.and their treachery againſt His Cauſe 1 
Bur, ſecondly, if cheſe things be no inventions 0 
theirs, but have real and (ad truth in the bottom, x 
and have been vented by them, not out of malice t 
againſt the perſons, nor for rendring the Church 1 
odious, or ſubyerting the Government , or any : 
ſuch finiſtrous ends as theſe , but that, according 
to the Commandment of God, they may plead 
with their Mother, Ho/. 2. 2. that free and faith- 
full warning being given of her backſliding re- 
volting condition, the fin might be repented of, 
and reformed by thoſe who are guilty , and the 
danger avoided by thoſe who deſire to keep their, 
Farments pure; And that it might appear that 
they do not without juſt reaſon call aud cry for 
purging of the Houſe of God, that inſufficient, and 
ſcandalous and corrupt men being removed from 
the exerciſe of Government, and the adminiftra« 
tion of holy things, the Government may be pre- 
ſerved and improved to edification, and the ſons 


of Levi being purified and purged, they may offer 


unto 


Sa 1. A "IM 
1y qnto the Lord an offering in righteouſneſle, ah 
Ythihat the offerings of His people may be pleaſing 
unto Him, as in the dayes of old, and as in former 
theyears : It (we ſay) there be truth at the bottom of 
firkheſe things, and if in ſpeaking and writing there» 
ſeipt they have theſe good ends before them which 
1 bthey have profeſſed, then may the Lord through 
Ureprace therein accept, and hear, and have compaſ= 
meſion upon them and His people, by finding out the 
htmeans to purge His Houſe, though men will not 
atthear, nor pitiez but accompt them foul {landerers 
leaand ſubtil ſubverters for diſcovering and com= 
2 a-plaining of theſe things» Thirdly, To the thing 
aſe it ſelf they have frequently acknowledged and te- 
5 0 ified, that there is a precious Goſpel-godly Mi- 
m, niſtery in Scotland, which they do not confine to 
ice theſe of their own judgment only, but extend alſo 
ch to not a few of the Brethren of the other judgment 
ny alſo, though they dare not approve of their way, 
12 as to theſe late reyolutions., and are much grieved 
2d in ſpirit, and judge it a matter to be lamented be- 
1+ fore the Lord, that they ſhould fo far miſtake their 
2e Old friends (who ſtrive, though in much weak=- 
f. neſſe,to keep the good old way wherein both were 
e Wont to walk for carrying-on of the work of Re- 
r, formation) as to accompt them the waſters and 
t- deſtroyers of the Lords V ine, and become ſo kind- 
r ly companions and patrons to men of another 
{ ſtamp that they Judge themſelves wounded if their 
z fore be touched. But, fourthly , Are the pros 
, teſting Brethren in fault , if they have often be- 
moaned it before God, and complained of it unto 
men ( both to our Brethren and others) when cal- 
led thereunto, that there be a great many no 
JNLU!TT= 
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inſufficient aftd corrupt ſcandalous Miniſters ods 
Elders, wherewith the Judicatories of the Kirkot 5 
many places of the -Land are peſtered , and was 
either do little or nothing to edification , or ret 
coo much to deftrution?We ſhall not for prooiou 
this, repeac in this place thoſe evidences of grogel 
ing defe&tion, the truth of which is but too palpnd 
ble, and can be atteſted by many ſufficient witnou 
ſes. But we would defire our Brethren (and othm 1 
if they ſhall ſlighc it) ſeriouſly to conſider theſe feb! 
chings, I. That this Church was but a few yeahe 


| before theſe publick Reſolutions recoyered froxr 


under the tyranny and corruptiens of the Prelath 
and their adherents, under which ſhe had groanhs 
and languiſhed for the ſpace of about fourty yearpf 
by reaſon whereof, though a remnant was preſefi1 
ved through grace, yet the body of the Miniſtem 
was become either inſufficient, as to their gifts, < 
corrupt in their judgment, or ſcandalous in thei 
converſation. 2. That it was oftentimes after tha 
Reformation begun in the year, 1638. not onlj} 
by godly men in private, but publickly by ou 
General Aſſemblies in their publick: Warning: 
and Declarations , and Cauſes of Humiliation; 
acknowledged, that though there was an external 
forlaking of the prelatical way, and engaging in 
che Covenant, Yet that the fin of former defeRti- 
on and backſliding was by many ſtill unrepented 
of, that many did ſtill remain either neutral and 
cold, or backward and ill-atteRed- to the work of 
God. 3. Thar the General Aſſemblies | in the 
progreſle of Reformation did begin to be fo ſen- 
fible af the multicude of inſufficient and ſcandalous 
men that did Rill remain in Presbyterjes and S y- 
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ers ods, that they did judge Presbyteries and Synods 
Lirkot able to purge themſelves » and that therefore it 
d was neceſſary to give Commiſſion to ſome ſelect 
Or tirethren,nominated by themſelves, for vifiting the 
"oohounds of Presbyteries and Synods, with power to 
"roheſe Brethren to try and cenſure ſuch Miniſters 
alpnd Elders as they found inſufficient or ſcanda= 
1tnpus. 4. That theſe Brethren found ſo much work 
tha many places of the Country as they were not 
e feble ſoon to overtake, but after the continuing of 
yeaheir diligence by renewed Commiſſions for two 
frox three years ſpace, the General Aflembly, upon 
lathe report of what was yet to do in places that 
anhad only been in part viſited, and in conſideration 
24tof the condition of other places, not yet viſited, did 
ſefind it neceflary to appoint ſele&t perſons, nomi= 
temated by themſelves, for viſiting moſt of the Preſ= 

byteries and Synods in the Country, with power 
eto try and cenſure, as aforeſaid. 5. That thoſe 
thalmoſt general viſitations of the whole Land, al- 
1beit judged moſt neceflary for purging of the Kirk 
of the multitude of corrupt or inſufficient men, 
gwhom Presbyterics and Synods were either noz 
1, able, or not willing to cenſure, was never kept, be- 
al cauſe of the War immediatly following betwixt 
1 the two Nations. 6, That few or none have fince 
- that time been purzed- our by Presbyteries and Sy= 
1 nods, the zeal that was formerly in good men 
1 amongſt them being in a great meaſure cooled in 
{ thoſe who do adhere to the pubiick Reſolutions, 
: and the endeavours of theſe whodiffer from them, 
| being oppoſed and rendred ineffectual by men of 

another {pirit, who have got up the head in the 

Judicatoxigy of che Kirk > and baye turned the 
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tream of their publick a&ings into afiother chame 
nell, to wit, againſt thoſe whom they call diflerarc 
ing Brethren. 7. That a great many of theſe Mir 
niſters, who were formerly purged-ourt for thqo) 
profanity and malignancy, are again taken inÞ 
the Miniftery without ſufficient evidences of theof 
repentance, and have now no ſmall hand in thi 
governing of things in ſundry Presbyteries ara 
Synods: we know their repentance 1s talked ot 
but we do as well know that it is but a meer tallth 
ſome of them having made no acknowledgmetiN 
at all of any of the offences for which they wera 
depoſed; others of them nor having acknowledge 
all the particulars contained in their Sentence 
and moſt of them either prevaricacing or extenuz'© 
ting in the matter of their acknowledgments, an'2 
continuing to be what they were : Sundry god} 
Brethren of the publick judgment bemoan with u T 
the taking-in of ſuch, and in ſuch a way ; and «© 
not themſelves profeſſe to be what they were ? wi © 
dare appeal themſelves, and others who bcſt knoy Þ 
them , whether they did judge themſelves juſtl © 
depoſed, and have really repented of, and change * 
their way,as to the things for which they were de- 
poſed. 8. That there is an univerſal groanine * 
. and fad complaint of the godly generally through. 
out the Land, of the inſufficiency and negligence, 
and'of ſcandalous and malignant corrupt carriagt 
of many Miniſters throughout the Land,and of the 
proceedings of many Presbyteries and Synods,that 
theſe ſeven or eight years paſt they have done little, 
or nothing to edification and for promoving of the' 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the power of god- 
linefſe, Do they not generally be wailit that che 
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hameetings of many of the Judicatories of the Kirk 
ſznare for moſt part rather matter of grievance and 
Mterror unto them, than matter of comfort and re= 
thgoycing? And if we (ball ſet over againſt his, that 
inpniverſal teſtimony that is given by the multitude 
heof ſcandalous and diſaffefted malignant men it 
tithe Land,to the Miniſters of the publick judgment 
arand to the moſt of Presbyteries and Synods of 
| that way in moſt of their a&tings , Doth it not ſay 
1/{that there is prevailing corruption and defection 
1efin the Church, and in her Judicatories > Whac 
1a firange change is it, that profane malignant men 


1n the Land, who were known oppolers and haters. ' 2 | 


ce'of Godlineſs and of the work of Reformation, ant 
1;of the Diſcipline and Government of the Kirk) 
.n:and to whom the name of the Kirk was wont to 
1; be hatefull and odious, and her Judicatories ter- 
yTible as an Army with Banners , that now their 
4 ordinary plea ſhould be, the Kirk of Scotland, and 
1 the General Aflembly, and the Presbyterie, and 
x the Synod, and ſuch and ſuch Minifters, And that 
1; the Godly in the Land ſhould be filled with ſor- 
« £ow , and putto open ſhame, whilefi chrongh the 
e. prevailing corruptions and backſlidings of men, 
1 advantage is given to adyerſaries to fight againſt 
,, them with the weapons that were appointed unto 
e. them of God for their defence and comfort, and 
,; for bearing down of the profane ahd ungodly. 

, The fourth thing, whence they labour to con= 
; Clude the proteſting Brerhren adverſaries unto, 
2, and projeRters :againſt the Goverriment of the 
.| Church, is, 2*Sepreſent it inthe fifth page of 
. their Declaratforrs Thut they did break up the Con 
, fereuce for Uniin wth 4b;m in November, 1655. 
SR amr ' hi 
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ehiefly upon this accompt, That they could not den 


| 
ud f 
phe Fudicatories of the Church of their juſt power, av t 
devolve matters into the hands of an extrajudicial Com © 
mittee of equal numbers, Which point they reſun! V 
again and proſecute at length in the ſixth and {© 
yenth pages of that Paper, ſetting down the word 
of the proteſting Brethren their Overture there ft 
atent in a diſtin charaRer , and labouring ti C 
hold forth the abſurdity thereof from ſeveral con. d 
fiderations. { 
Whether the Conference for Uinion in Novem. a 
1655, was broak either by them, or, chiefly upd ti 
this accompt ( though we have reaſon to gainſay tl 
yet) weſhall not now, nor is it necdfull ro ſtant n 
to debate z but that this Overture will conclud uv 
them to be adverſaries unto, or projeCters again{ ( 
the Governmentzthat we do altogether deny : Not V 
doany of theſe things, alleaged by our Brethren, v 
prove it. It were tedious and little to edification £ 
of the Readers, to give a particular diſtin An: d 
ſwer to the heaps of aggravations and bad conſe: t: 
quents they load this Overture with ; therefor t 
we do offer unto our Brethren's more ſober and a 
ſerious, or '( ifthey donot judge them worthy ol x 
their entertainment ) unto the ſober and ſeriow t 
thoughts of others theſe few conſiderations, for « 
vindicating this Overture from all thoſe miſtake; | 
our Brethren have about it. I. That there is a dif- c 
ference berwixt a ſound or a healthfull growing f 
reformiag , and an unſound fickly decaying decli- 
ning ſtate of a Church. 2.That there is a difference. : 
betwixt a troubled diſtempered, and a quietpeace-. « 
able ſtate of a Church. If our Church were alto- 1 
gether ſound and healchfull, if in a growing , re- « 
RE forming 
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u forming :condition, if in a peaceable and well. 
ay tempered ftate, there would be no neetl of any ſuch 
1m overture ; And we- believe the proteſting Brethren 
m would be in that caſe as far from preſling it as any 
{ other : bur her ſickly, decaying, declining, trou- 
xd bled, diſtempered condition doth neceſfarily:call 
re for, and allow for ſomething of that kind. 2. The 
« General Aſſemblies ( as we have already ſhewed) 
n. did conceive extraordinary Commiſſions and Vi= 
fitations to be needfull, when the Church was in 
2. a much better condition than (he is now 5 And 
o though not a few in Presbyteries and Synods did 
3, then ſpeak the ſame language that our Brethren do 
nc now, to wit, that it did lay « foundation for an 
d univerſal imputation upon the Synods and other 
af Church- Judicatories as not worthy to be truſted 
o With the work committed to them by Chriſt, and 
1, Was a tyrannical impoſition-upon them 3 Yet that 
ot did not hinder the Aſſembly ſo to do, becauſe they 
1- did fee that ſuch a way of Commiſſions and Vift- 
& tations was neceſlary for the time, -when Presby- 
t; teries and Synods ( many of them) were either not 
11 able, or not willing to do that duty in order to the 
o! parging of the Church of corrupt officers. 3. That 
1; there is a difference betwixt the eſſentials and cir« 
oY cumſtantials of Presbyterial Government ; the one 
& being ſuch as are of divine or {cripcural infticuti- 
f- on,and in themſelves unalterable ; che other being. 
2 ſuchas are of poſitive humane inftitucion , which 
'- are to be regulated by thatgreat end of edification, 
*, and therefore may be altered accordingly :ag-they 
- door donot<ontribute for.thar end, ' It 'is obfer- 
= Yablethacthe reſolution Brethren int rhis:and ſun- 
- dryother of their Papers, do in many of theſe chal- 
p oF l-nges 
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/lenges which they bring againſt the proteſti - 
© Brethren » ( as proceeding in their planting « 
Churches, and ordaining and admitting of Min 
ers, and propounding of Overcures for purging 
and planting the Church in ſuch a diſorderly BY 
23s is deſtructive to the being of the Government, 
We ſay, they do confound theſe things, and ofter,” 
cimes take circumſtancials for eſſentials : As for 1 
inſtance, That a Miniſter ſhall be ordained byq.. 
plurality of Presbyters, we hold with them to b,; 
of ſcriptural divine inſtitution, but that he be ot; 
dained by ſuch a number, officiating in ſuch ; 
bounds, the Scripture bath not determined 3 A 
therefore, if the major part of a Presbyterie cony; , 
ſpire for keeping out a godly man from the Mini, 

ery, that is lawfully called by the Congregation? 
and rightly qualified, becauſe he is not of ther,_. 
Judgment in declining courſes, its no breach up20 
on the being and eſſentials of the Government, jo 
he receive his Ordination and Admiſſion to rhe,. 
Miniſtery trom a neighbouring Presbyterie, eſpe, 
cially when this conſpiracy is generally through, : 
Out the Country , and no remedy thereof can bt. 
had by a ſuperiour Judicatory : So in the caſe of.” 
ahe Overture in hand, though becauſe of the re@ 
ſent condition of Synods, and for edificarion, ther, 
be a lictle alteration of ſomethings from the com, 
mon way "of order, yet doth it not_inyolve any 
thing deſtruftive to the being of the Government . "hp 
No perſons are deſired to be upon theſe Viſitation, 
but Miniſters.and Elders duly qualified,and mem, 
bers of the reſpeRive Synods ; No power is de- pr 
fired to begiven, but that which is properly Ec-', 
Slcltaſtical z Nor is it deſired to be derived from,y, 

the any 
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'procced by any rule but by the Word of God, and 
Ithe ARts of uncontroverted General Afemblies 3 
or are they to exerciſe it independantly, but-with 
ubordination unto, and being accomptable to the 
&ynod from whence they do receive it: All which 
ill be evident to any that ſhall impartially con- 
%der the Oyerture ir ſelf. And to pur it above que= 
'Rion,'there is expreſſe mention of their qualifica- 
jon, and power, and commiſſion, and ſubordina= 
Ion, and the rule by which they are to proceed 
n the Overture , the ſame for ſubſtance as it was 
opounded to our Brethren in the Conference at 
"Pdinburgh, Nyvemb. 8. and'27. 1655. Whence ic 
1 ppeareth that our Brethren ſpeak more paſſion 
"than reaſon, when they ſay, It is atyrannical im- 
-ofition upon Synods, that they muſt give their 
,power to perſons whom they have not liberty to 
Chooſe, nor power to call them to an accompr, 
and muſt ſet up a Juriſdiftion above themſelves, 
"With at leaſt a negative voice, to fruſtrate all their 
,acings, if theſe Delegates pleaſe. Is it tyranni- 
ally to impoſe, to defire the Synod for the better 
nd more unanimous carrying-on the Work of 
"God, to ratifie the Nomination of ſome of the 
*choiceſt of their own members, made by no forin- 
Vfick perſons, or party, or power. but by the intrin- 
Yfick members of the Synod it ſelf, and thar in ſuch 
a diſtraſted condition of the Church, And that 
Vthey are- not comptable, is alleaged gratis. The 
” Article, as'propounded to our Brethren, doth ex 
 preſly provide,that theſe Committees ſhall in. their 
" proceedings be comptable to the Synods, nordoth 
"that clauſe of the Synods not reverſing anything 
, C 2 dong 
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ny fountain, but from che Synod it ſelf; Nor ts | 
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4 V, | | . | . - 
done by theſe Committees, without the previous 
— advice and conſent of the general Committee of 


Delegates, import any thing to the contrary, but 
that the Synod may take an accompt of the pro- 
ceedings of their own Committee,, and admoniſh 
and rebuke them ; yea, and take away their Coms« 
miſſion and Power, in the caſe of male-admini« 


fration , and give it coothers of their number, 
nominated as aforeſaid : And for a Juriſdi&ion' 


by this means ſet up above themſelves, we can ſee 


. no ſuch thing in the Overture, but only a power of 
adyice upon the part of theſe Delegates ( which, 


yet the Synod are not fimply tyed by the Overture 
to follow-as in the caſe of their adviſing the Synod 
to reverſe the deeds of theſe Committees ) and a 
brotherly condeſcenfion in the Synods in the pre- 
ſent condition of the Church, not to reverſe things 
done by theſe Committees without the advice and 


conſent of theſe Delegates. Neither will our Bre«: 


thren's negative voice prove it ; becauſe as theſe 
Delegates have not a. negative voice in all caſes, 


as we have already ſhewed , to wit , in the caſe! 


of ratifying of the proceedings.of theſe Commit- 


tees, the Synod being free » notwithſtanding any: 
thing in the Overture to ratifie, albeit the Dele« - 


gates ſhould not conſent , but adviſe otherwiſe ; 
So it is a-new device to ſay, that a negacive voice 
Inferreth a ſuperiour juriſdi&tion and power ; for, 
at moſt-it maketh but a co-ordinate power : And 
that chere is any ablurdity in this, That' a Com- 
mittee of Delegates, nominated by the common 
conſent of all the Synods, ſhould, in this condition 
of the Church, have ſuch a power ( if yet it be a 
power Jurifdition ) we do not ſer» 4- Thi 

go Ftp £ Yer ” 


ns W_. Y 


by , Kms FA Res 


md w oo #46 


ec _Vrw_ DO pM 


—_ CO —_ OTTIEm—_—___——- —_— 
\ 


| ( 37') 
Overture was fot propounded as 2 perpetuall 
ſtanding way,alwayes to be followed and kept up 
in the Church, as our Brethren ate pleaſed to in- 
finuate, 'mich lefſe was it propounded hereby to 
lay a way for perpetuating of differences and 
contentions ( a prejudice alſo they are pleaſed to 
load it with) but, as it expreſly bearech; to con- 
tinue only till the preſent differences be healed, or, 
till the {Lord in providence minifter ſome better 
way for fſetling peace amongſt us. Will the refo- 
lution Brethren in this preſent fickly declining and 
diſtrated: condition of the Church, allow of no 
remedy for purging thereof, and compoſing differ- 
ences, that is in any circumſtance out of the com- 
mon road of the ordinary procedures of Presbyte= 
ries and Synods ? We know that they will tell us 
that the Church is ſound and healthy;'and ſuffi- 
ciently able by Presbyteries and Synods to purge 
her ſelf. But why then (we pray our Brethren to 
tell us ) did the General Aſſembly, before theſe 


\ differences did ariſe,unanimouſly,judge that Preſ- 


byteries and Synods were not. ſufficiently able to 
do it, and did, upon conviction hereof, appoint 
extraordinary Commiſſions and Vitſitations for 


doing of it? If our Brethren ſay, That the Gen. 


Aſſembly is the ſupream Church- Judicatorie in 
the Nation, and therefore may ſo do. They can 
cafily anſwer themſelyes, That the queſtion is of 


' the moving cauſe; or, the ground or reaſon upon 


which they did it, it was not toſhew their Supre- 
macy and Authority , which was not queſtioned 
nor controverted by any Synod or Presbyterie ; 
but (as ourBrethren well know) becauſe they did 


conceive and were convinced , that Pregbyteries 
C3 ” al 
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_ nd Syhods were fot ſo healthy as todo theſe du. th 
MF © ties of themſelves ; and if they were not fo then Ce 
{i when neutral, and malignant, and diſaffeted ma x6 
were under board, how much lefle now, when al fee 
of them are got above the hatches, and ſundry & ge 
gem are ſet to ſtir the rudder? Or, if they wil th 
Tay, That Presbyteries and Synods are now ſuff- th 
ciently able and willing of chemſelyes to do thi p: 
work. Ve pray them then to tell us why it is no. hi 
done? Have not moſt of the Godly of the Land g!; 
been crying upon them thele (even years by-gone, gg 
that they would ariſe and be doing, that good ani þ 
neceſflary work ? and yet what have all their cria a 
prevailed ? are they not heard with deaf ears! e 
What wonder is it then though the proteſtin; d 
Brethren do propound ſuch Overtures, as, being y 
 Imbraced, might probably in ſome meaſure ſatisfi ( 
ſomewhat of the lawfull and juſt deſires of tht x 
Godly in chat ſoul-concerning matter , in pro: 9 
pounding whereof, their defign is none of thok 3 
finiſtrous things that are caſt upon them by thei 1 
| Brethren ; but, that by ſome mean or another that « 
is.not ſfinfull, che Houſe of God might be purged; | 
And therefore, that it might appear to their Bre- 
thren that it was not domination, nor the ſetting 
up of themſelves, and the treading down of the 
other, that they were ſecking , they were content 
not to exerciſe the power given by the Commil- 
fions of che Aſſembly, 1650. which in their judg: 
ment ( becauſe no lawful General Aﬀembly hath 
fince interveened ) is ſtill in force, and did pro- 
pound unto them in that meeting at Edinburgh,that 
for making of the work of purging effeRual, and 
in order to other pyblick affairs of the Chuck 
tat 
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du. that thoſe perfons who were tiominated upon the. . © 
1, Commiſſion and Viſfications by the Aflembly," 7 
Net 7650. mighe fit ; if not W the Authority derived ©. 
al from that Aſſembly, yet by the mutual condeſcen= 
/ 0 dence and approbation of Presbyteries and by 
vil the ſame mutual condeſcendence agd approbation 
ffs theſe perſons might have power to compoſe the 
Ut particular differences that are now, or (hall be 
10 hereafter in particular Presbyteries and Congre- 
nd pations 3 this was not to aſſume the particular no= 
1 mination of any perſon to themſelves, or to ftare 
i bufinefſe upon difference of judgment, or to make 
1 any thing like a party or a fation, or to defire an 
S! equality of the number of both judgments , or to 
y do any injury unto, or make any incroachment 
} upon the due right of Presbyteries and Synods, 
: (unlefſe we will ſay , that the General Afembly 
: wronged them by appointing thoſe Commiſſions 
* and Viſitations) yet was this alſo refuſed and re- 
Jected by our Brethren : Whence it appears, that 
[| nething will pleaſe,unleſle the proteſting Brethren 
{ condeſcend, as Aſſes, to bow down under the bur- 
; den by an abſolute ſubmiſſion to Presbyteries and 
* Synods, as now conſtituted (that is» upon the mat= 
| tertothe Brethren for the publick Reſolutions, the 
| proteſting Brethren being, by their own verdiR, a 

few number in compariſon of the Body of the Mi- 
hiſtery of this Church) in their preſent and future. 
aftings , how negligent or corrupt ſoever , which 
themſelves make evident in the next thing where- 
upon they impeach them, as projecters againſt, 
and ({ubyerters of the Government of the Church, 
to wit, their refuſing to engage themſelves to an 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to the ſentences of the Church» 
udicatoricss They 
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| They Oh (ay they { m—_ - mart is fk ſec 
ge of their Declaration) expreſty refuſe ſubordi, ove 
ap ſubmiſſion to the hore Face hevkes vs ſte? 
which they and we were ſolemnly engaged at our ad-' byt 
miſſion.tq the Miniſtery , and which we were Willing Wi 
$0 renew for our parts, and Without Which our eſta. pe, 
bliſhed Judicatories ſhall be nothing elſe but ſo man De 
conſultative meetings;a pincpt inconſiſtent with pref. A 
byterial Government, In ſpeaking to this particulat P! 
we (hall firſt ſhortly repeat the ſum: of the pro th 
teſting Brethren their Deſires, and Offers, and. An- i, 
ſwers thereanent, inthe Conference, at Edinburgh, vu; 
Novemb. 1655. And; in the next place, ſhall ſpeak. e/ 
ſomewhat to the matter it ſelf; As tothe firſt. In : 
ſo farasconcerneth Presbyterial Goyernment, and ## 
the dueſabordination of Church-Judicatories,tha tk 
they might teſtifie their approbacion theree', apd. 4 
that they did continue conſtant in their Ct 
lemn publick Profeſſions and Engagements, they 
did propound unto thejr Brethren, T has in matter; 
goncerning the Dottrine , Worſhip, Government and. 
Diſcipline of thu Church, and the Enemies. of Truth 
8nd Godlineſſe,and the work of Reformation, there may 
be mutual evidence and aſſurance given for adberence 
unto. theſe Articles of our. Covenants,: and the ſolemn 
publick Confeſſion of Sins and Engagement unto Du. 
ties, and all the Atts of uncontroverted Aſſemblies re« 
latirg thereunts, in the literal and genuine meaning 
phereof': By which, we hope, that unleſſe they be 
taken for grofſe difſemblers , it doth manieltly 
appear that they are willing to fix themſelves, and 
deſirous alſo to have their Brethren (who gave but 
a ſhie anſwer in this particular ) alſo fixed in the 
matter of the Goyernment of the Church. Bur, 
. ſecondly, 


BE Egg ng Ugo” fo, 4 


. 
| 41 ) 
| ſecondly, our Brethren, having in that. Conference 
. overtured, T hat all the members of thus Kit k, Mini. 
i ſters and People, ſhall ſubmit themſelves to their Prefs 
. byteries and Synods reFpettively : And if any be grieved 
, With the Determination of Preſbyteries, they m4) ap 
« peal to the Synods: And if any be grieved with the 
1 Determination of a $ynoa, they may appeal to a General 
« Aſſembly ; but that m the mean time the Sentences of 
t Preſbyteries and Synods are to be acquieſced unto, until 
. the Determination of the reieftive ſupream Judicato= 
. ries thereupon, The proteſting Brethren did quere 
upon this Article, Whether the ſubmiſſion and acqui- 
eſcence required in the ſame, deth import a ſubmiſſ:on 
and acquieſcence in every perſon, in all caſes,even when 
the plurality of a Kirk: Fudicatory doth aft contrary to 
tbe Word of God, and imploy their power to deſtruttion 
and not to edification , and their Determinations doth 
neceſſarily infer preſent detriment to the Church ; and 
| finding that by their Anſwers they did upon the 
matter require an abſolute and unlimited ſubmiſ- 
| fionto the Sentences of the Church- Judicatories 
whether juſt or unjuſt 3 They did declare unto 
them, That «4 they did not Willingly deſire to enter in 
any debate anent that matter , conceiving it unexpe= 
dient to ſtart and debate ſuch queſtions at that time, 
or. to make any Declarations thereanent ; So they did 
conceive that ſuch a ſubmiſſion bath not hithertils been 
required, nor could warrantably be yeelded in ſuch 4 
Way 48 it Was then required , eFþecially there being to 
their ſenſe and Strddenbon ſo much corruption in the 
plurality of Presbyteries and Synods, whereof they 
profeſſed themſelves willing and ready to give the 
evidences. And afterwards, That they did not aifer 
| WiutD 


| 
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with their Brethren bes what W4s cited by them ypli 
that Conference, from the eAdts of the General 4ſſtn,or 
blies of this Kirk, concerning ſubordination and ſub, cee 
1iſſion, particularly from the At of the General Af, ant 
Sembly,1647. concerning the hundred and eleven Pre. tex 
poſitions , and in tbe ſeventh head of dottrine therej, tO! 
contained ; but that they did not ſee how that Which i; 1at 
required by them, is no other than that Which © eſta. ap 
bliſhed by the General Aſſemblies of this Kirk : _ th 
they require ſuch a Declaration of ſubjettion and ſub. i 
mi//ion to the Sentences of the Fudicatories of this Kirk, V* 
a hath not bithertils been eſfabliſhed by the uncontre- V 
Verted 4ſJemblies thereof, to wit, that Which doth im, 0 
port a like ſubmiſſion to ſentences whether juſt or un- t/ 
Juſt, or of corrupt or uncorrups Judicatories, ani 0 
doth exclude Declin/ ors and contrary attings in every # 
caſe, Which could not-but probably put the People of 1 


God in a Worſe condition than they were before ; be. 


eauſe it Would take away from them the uſe of laWwfull 
remedies , and u contrary to the prattice of the Apoſil: 
In the fourth and fifth of the As, and to the prattice 
of our forefathers in the time of former defettions. 
But becauſe this point is of importance, and 
Rateth the Brethren for the Proteſtation in the ap- 
prehenfions of the more rigid of the Reſolutioners, 
as adverſaries to the vety eſſence and being of 
Presbyterial Government; therefore it is nece(- 
ſary, in order to their vindication, to-ſpeak more 
fully co it. The Queſtion (ſo far as we can under 
ftand them in it ) is, Whether ſuch a ſubmiſſion. 
be due from all the members of this Kirk, Mini- 
ſers and People, to the Judicatories of the Kirk, 
and from the jnferiour to the ſuperiour Kirk-Ju- 
dicatories in matters of Government and _ 
plines 


wit 


| 
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þpline » as ought upon the ſentence ( whether jufl 
or unjuſt ) of theſe Judicatories to fiſt the pro- 
h, ceedings of the perſon or party grieved therewith, 
/. and make them aquieſce thereunto, untill the de- 
. termination of the reſpective ſuperiour Judica» 
# tory therein, without any counteracting to the 
i ſame, unlefle it be to appeal unto, and follow their 
. appeal before the ſuperiour Judicatory > Upon 
4 this Queſtion we find the Brethren for the Pro= 
 teſtacion in their laſt Paper atthe Conference No. 
vemb, 25, 1655. expreſſing cheir judgment thus ; 
* We are willing to ſubjett our ſelves to all the juſt ſen. 
\ bences of the lawfdll 4jJemblies of this Kirk ; and if 
. the caſe were only of a few particular _ in things 
| of more private intereſt and perſonal concernment, 
and of Fulleateries imploying their power to edifica= 
; fion in the current of their attings, We ſhould not much 
 Contend about it ; but When it t of 4 great number of 
| godly Miniſters and Elders and Profeſ/ors throughout 
the Land, who do deſire $0 ſtand in the breach, and to 
oppoſe the preſent courſe of defettion, and of Judica= 
tories, the plurality whereof in many places do not aft 
unto edification and for promoving the power of godli- 
 weſſe, but to the contrary, it altereth the caſe. The re= 
ſolution Brethren without admitting theſe qualifi- 
cations and reſtriAtions upon the ſentences, or the 
perſons ſentenced and the grounds of their cenſure, 
and without acknowledging any corruption in 
the Church- Judicatories , are for the aftirmatiye 
of the Queſtion, to wit, ſubjetion and ſubmi(- 
fion to all the ſentences of the reſpeRive Kirk- 
Judicatories, juſt or unjuſt, by all the members 
of this Kirk, Miniſters and Profeflors , without 
any counteraRing , nnleſle it be to appeal unto, 


and 


| 
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and proſecute their appeal before the ſuperioS' 
Judicatorie, as is evident from their Overtur®? 
propounded unto the proteſting Brethren, June 1V© 
2655. and from the Papers that paſſed berwi?® 
them thereupon in the Conference at Ediuburg}OP 
from November 8. till Novemb. 29, 1655. and fron 
their late Repreſentation, pag. 39. ſet. 43. an 4 
Pag. 47: {eR. 53. and from this preſent Detia l 
tion- But let us examinetheir Reaſons. Their firlN! 
'Reaſon, 1s, That ſuch a ſubmiſſion is of the ver/?" 
eflence and being of Presbyterial Governmen'®© 
Our Brethren ( ſay they ) do ſtrike at the very bein|© 
of Presbyterial Government, &c. Repreſent. pag. 3911? 
ect. 2. And again, they declined alſo to engage them. fo 
| ſelves to that ſulyni/ſion 0 the Government, and to oh. W 
- ſerve that ſubordination of perſons and Tudicatorii © 
in matters of diſcipline, Which we were willing ſhouli * 
© be mutual ; And albeit we required nothing but whi 
5 eſſential to Presbyterial Government-- Yet they di G 
: Wholly decline is, Repreſent. pag. 47. ſe&. 3. An th 
- Inthe fifth page of their produc Declaration, They 
expreſly refuſed ſubordination and ſubmiſſton to thi £' 
- Church- Judicatories, to Which We and they- were fo. 
lemnly engaged at our admiſſion to the Miniſtery, ani P' 
Which we were willing to renew for our parts , ani C 
Without Which our eſtabliſhed Fudicatories would bh ® 
mothing but conſultative meetings ; a principle incon-' 
ſiſtent with Presbyterial Government in a conſtituted b 
Church. Anſw. It is to us, and we believe wil © 
beto all ſober and unbyafled men > who under- 
- and the principles of Church-government, new 
and ſtrange doQtrine, That an abſolute and unli- 
mited ſubjetion to all ſentences ( whether juſt or 
unjuſt, or agreeable or repugnant to the Wes : | 
0 ' 
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20d) (ſhould be affſerted to be at all of kin or alli- 
ance. the divine Ordinance of Presbyterial Go=- 
 vernment- which is a part of the ſweet and gentle 
;yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, that is far fromtyranny and - 
joppreſſion. The man who in a raving fic of a no= 
> cional ſpirit firſt preached, and afterward printed! 
;thoſe ſhrewd compariſons betwixt the Northery 
a\Preſbyterie and the Roman Papacie,may heydy think 
{Dimſelf now juſtified , when he heareth ſo great 
1 pretenders to that Goyernment minifter by this 
[new doQtrine of theirs ſuch ground for ſome parts 
of that compariſon, If Presbyterial Government 
g. hath ( as we do believe and aſſert it to have) its 
1 foundation in the Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, upon 
;. whoſe ſhoulder the Government is- then whatſo= 
;, ever is of the eſſence and being thereof, muſt de= 
j; rive it ſelf from the fountain of Chriſt's revealed 
j| Will about the Conſtitution and Eflentials of thae 
| Government? But we know no title in his Book 
{ that faith as our Brethren ſay , or from which, 
what they ſay in this matter, can be deduced by | 
| good and neceſſary conſequence , to wit, that it 
| 1s eſſential to the Government which He hath ap- 
| pointed His Houſe to be ruled by, that all the 
| Children of the Houſe ſhould ſubmit unto, and 
, acquieſce in the Determination of the Governors, 
| without any counteraCting, though their Sentence 
| be contrary to the Law and the Teſtimony ; and 
| therefore till our Brethren prove this they will 
' giveus leave todeny it. We acknowledge that 
power and authority, and ſubjection, and ſube 
miſſion are co-relatives, and that the power and 
authority of the ſuperiour can no more aQually 
: lubliſt without the ſubjeRion and ſubmiſſion _ 
E . 8 


the inferiout, that one relative can ſubſiſt withou!d®! 
its co-relative : But all Church-power and au- ] 
chority is bounded by the Word of God,and is for ©"! 
edification only; And therefore all the ſubjeRion rh 
ehat is due thereunto, is in the Lord only ; And vi 
when we are thus ſubjeR, the power and autho- eh 
rity is ſufficiently acknowledged and preſerved, v5 
But, ſay our Brethren, wichout this ſubmiſſion, . 
which they plead for, our eſtabliſhed Judicato- 
ries would be nothing but conſultative meetings, ® 
But this we alſo deny ; becauſe what is reſolved , 
and determined by Kirk-Judicatories in a right *” 
way, doth nor only bind by vertue of the intrinſe- 
cal lawfulneſſe thereof, 't being for matter, God's' P! 
Word, and by vertue or the reverence that is due © 
co the gifts and endowments of brethren and ® 
friends counſelling rightthings , which is all that 
can be attributed to a conſultative meeting , but o 
alſo by vertue of a poſitive Law of God, by which © 
He hath commanded us to hear the Church, and ® 
choſe that fit in Moſes Chair , and to be ſubjeR Y 
in the Lord ro Church-Governours, to whom He. t 
hath given a Miniſterial and Official Authority ? 
and Power to afſemble- in His Name in the re- l 
ſpeRive Courts appointed by Himſelf for govern- * 
ing His Houſe according to the rule of His Word; 
And therefore as they have Authority or a ſuperi- 
ority of Juriſdiction, which no conſultative meet- 
ing hath;So whoſoever reſfiſteth cheir power, when 
put forth to edification, and not to deſtruction, 
doth not only (in, by deſpifing that Word of God 
which is the matter of their Decree, and by de- 
ſpifing the gifts and graces of their Brethren that 
are exerciſed in holding forth light unto —_— 
Ot 
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Ty” mm 
,}doth alſo fin, by reſiſting the Ordinatice of God 2 
1. A Kirk-judicatory modelled according tothe pa= 
- tern (hewed in the Mount, and cloathed with Au- 
jn thority from Jeſus Chriſt, and proceeding accord- 
| ingto the Law and to the Teſtimony, to which 
,. they ought to be ſubject, God having commanded 
4, Us ſo to do. | : | 

Their ſecond Reaſon is, That without this ſub= 

\.. miſſion and ſubordination they 4s not ſee bow Unity 
, «nd Order can be continued in the Kirk,1t being in vain 
q to think of « remedy by ſuperiour Tudicatories without 
i; thus, the refuſmg ate being the way to make all 
 {nlon void ; So in their Anſwer to the Queries 
 propounded upon their Overtures, Novemb, 16: 
« I655. And in their Repreſent. pag. 39. ſet. 4. 
j and page 47. ſet. 3. Anſ, This is the very ar- 
e gument and language of the Adyocates of the Sea 
., of Rome, whilſt they plead the Popes viſible head- 
| hip and irrefragable authority and juriſdietion 
|; over the Church, to which all ought to ſubmit 
without gainſaying , or counteraCting , the yery 
| thing that hath ſet up the Man of fin, to fit as God 
' inthe Temple of God, unto the enflaving both of 
the Word of God and the conſciences of men, by 
requiring of them ſubjeRion and blind obedience 
to his diRates, without examining the ſame ac=- 
cording to the light of the Word. If, according 
tothe revealed Will of God, there ought to be 
ſuch a ſubmiſſion in all caſes, without counter= 
ating, Whatſhall we ſay of the praCtices of the 

Prophets and Apoſtles, and others of the Servants 

of God who nave lived before us in corrupt times? 

muſt all their preachings and other aRtings,though 
molt agreeable to the Word of God, be —_ 
ned, 
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hed; becauſe they were contrary to the determin 
tions of the Church wherein they lived ? Th 
were indeed to ſet up a power over the Word ( 


God, a power for deſtruftion and not for edific. 
tion, That would indeed make a finfull unity ar ; 
order, and teach a way to avoid perſecution, at 


readily to obtain peace with men, but with t 


Toſſe of Trath and a good conſcience. The ws, 


to preſerve Uniry and Order in the Houſe of Got 
is not to hearken to the counſels of fleſh an 


bloud, by ſetting up the will of man for a Lay 
and eſtabliſhing an arbitrary and tyrannic 


power over conſciences, to which chey (hall b 
rycd to ſubmit to iniquity and injuſtice ; for,Ga 
hath ſaid, that the thro e of iniquity that framet 
miſchief into a law (hall have no fellow(hip wit 
Him ; And therefore that may deſtroy Unity ani 
Order, it will not preſerye it. But to letthe Wor 
of God (which is both the rale and bond of Unit 
and Order) have place, Gal, 6, 16. and Judics 
tories proceeding according to this, is an effeRuz 
remedy a#u primo and objeitive, as jn every Ord: 
nance 'of Chriſt ; albeit «fu ſecundo there is nt 
efficacious remedy in either Word , Sacraments 
Admonitions, Suſpenſion , Depoſition , Excom: 
mnnications, Presbyteries, Synods, or any Ord: 


nance the Church doth injoy or can exerciſe with- 


out the effeRual bleſſing and influence of the Spi- 
rit of God, who is the author and appointer 0 
theſe, and concurreth therewith upon the conlci- 
ences of men:;according to the pleaſure of His own 


will. | Shall perſons ſentenced unjuſily, ſubmit? 


Yes, ſay our Brethren, for preſerving Unity and 
Order, What remedy then, ſay we, for py 
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( 49 | 
the Truth ? They may appeal, fay they. But, ſay 


| we, they have appealed, and have therein ſuc- 


cumbed. What remedy now ? No remedy, bur 


i. that at one ſtroke the precious Truths of God, and 
' Intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt muſt be born down and 


buried in oblivion ; And the Saints and Miniſters 
of the Goſpel be buried under the rubbiſh chere= 


, of, becauſe one Aflembly will have ic ſo. But ſay 
| our Brethren, how (hall Unity and Order other= 


wayes be preſerved in the Church of God 2 We 


| Anſwer, Very well ; becaule ifthe Sentence be un- 


Juſt, it ought to be recognized and repealed : If it 
be juſt, and of an infer1our nature; If the per!ons 
will not ſubmit, they are,after due procedure,to be 
caſt out , as thoſe that will not hear the Church, 
and ſo both Unity and Purity , both Order and 
Truth are preſerved. Will our Brethren under & 
pretext of Order, deſtroy Chriſtian-liberty , and 
bring-in Popiſh-tyranny ? lt is Chriſt's Order 
and the King of Saints Peace, that every Believer 
have the judgment of diſcretion» whether the Ju= 
dicatories of the Kirk ſpeak according to the Scri= 
ptures , or whether they ought to obey or ſubmit, 
or gainſay or counteract , and what Chriſt hath 


* given them, no man can take from them. 


Their third Argument, is taken from the judge= 


, ment and practice of this, and other Churches, 


which ( as they aftirm) plead for this ſubordina- 
tion and ſubmiſſion,required by them in their An= 
{wer to the Queries of the 16. of November, 1655. 
they ſay, That thu ſubmiſſion hath been eſtabliſhed 


by the General Aſſemblies, efþecially by the 4ſJembly 


in Anno 1648. (eff. 30. and prattiſed by the General 
Aſſembly, 1646. 1 the caſe - James Moriſon 
and 


{ 50) | 
and the Presbyterie of Kirkwall 3 And #bat it hath 
been the conſtant praftice of all the pay” oak and 
members of thus Kirk,, ever ſince the late Reformation 
untill our preſent differences did ariſe, And in thei 
Paper of the 24. of Novewb, 1655. they do cite for 
proving of this ſubmiſſion, the AR of the General 
Aſſembly, 1647. concerning the hundred and ele- 
ven Propoſitions, and the ſeyenth head of doctrine 


therein contained. And in the 39. page and 43. . 


{e&ion of their Repreſentation, they are ſo conh- 
dent as to tell the Brethren for the Proteſtation, that 
their prattice in matters of Diſcipline and Governmenj 


Wes never heard of in this Church, nor we believe (ſay 


they, in any Church Where the Ifficers and conſtitution 
thereof were acknowledged to be agreeable to the Wors 
of God ; but Wwhat-ever #he ſuperiour Fudicatorics 
might do 45 they would be anſverable notwithſtanding 
#n appeal, yet the appealer and inferiour did alwayei, 
ſubmit and ſoſt their proceedings till their cauſe Wal 
beard and tried, And to confirm all this, in the 
fifth page of their Declaration, they tell us, thai! 
both themſelves and the proteſting Brethren were ſo« 
lemnly engaged to this ſubmiſſion at their admiſſion til 
the Minjſtery, As to the judgment of our Church 
and of her General Aſſemblies, we do deny that 
ever they were of this judgment, or have declared. 
any ſuch thing 3 bur upon the contrary, let the 


Confeſſzon of Faith, preſented unto the Parliament, 


and ratified by them in the year, 1567, bear wit- 
neſle, Artic.2I. concerning the ppwer and autho- 
rity of Councils lawfully gathered ; the words are 
theſe, So far 4s the Council proveth the Determination 
«nd Commandment that it giveth by the plain Word of 
v0d, ſo ſoon dg we reverence aud inbrace Gr ſans: 
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But if men,under the name of 4 Lil pretend to forge 
unto 15 new Articles of our Faith, or to make conſtitu- 
Fions repugntng to the Word of God, tben utterly we 
muſt refuſe the ſame, as the dotrine of dcvils, which 
draWeth our ſouls from the voice of our only God, to 
follow the doitrines and conſtitutions of meu. Tathe 
beginning of the Reformation, 1562. It is cone 
cluded by the whole Miniſtery, in the Aſſembly 


. held that year ſeſl. 2. That Miniſters [hall be ſubs 


jett in all lawfull admonitions, as u preſcribed in the 
Book of Diſcipline, Likewiſe, it is provided in the 
Articles'agreed upon by the Gen. Aſſembly held at 
Edinburgh, in March,1 570, lefl, 2- concerning the 
J ariſdiQlion of the Kirk , That 8be ſuſpenſion and 
deprivation of Miniſters and others, admitted to fun= 
Hons in the Kirk,, charge of ſouls, &c. ſhall be for 
[awfull cauſes, ITn-the Book of Diſcipline, agreed 
upon in divers preceding General Aſſemblies, and 
recorded in the year, 1581. by order of the Aſ- 
ſembly, held in April, ſeff.. 9. to the defence of 
which Diſcipline the King and SubjeRs of all 
ranks did then ſubſcribe and {wear 53 which was 
alſo renewed in the year, 1638. Ic is exprefly de= 
clared, chap. 7. concerning, Elderſhips, Afſem- 
blies, and Diſcipline, That Office-bearers are to be 


| depoſed for good and juſt cauſes deſerving deprivation. 


If it were needfull, we could cite more of this kinds: 
We ſhall only adde other two teſtimonies from 
very late Aſſemblies of this Kirk. The Aflembly 
conveencd at S. Andrews, in Anno 1642. (cf. B. in 
the Overture tor tranſplantation of Miniſters, do 
declare,That no Presbyterie or Aſſembly ſhould paſſe 
« ſentence for tranfþortation of any Mixiſter, till they 
2ive reaſons for the expediency of the ſame, _ ts 
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bim and bu Congregation , Yu to the Presbyteri: 
Whereof he is a member ; That if they acquieſce to th 
reaſons given, it u ſo much the better ; f they do not 
acquieſce, yet the Presbyterie, or Aſſemble, by giving 
ſuch reafous before the paſſing of their ſentence, [hall 
make it manifeſt that What they do, is not pro arbi- 
tracu yel imperio only, but upon grounds of reaſon, 
And the Aflembly conveened at Edinburgh,in Ann 
1647, in their brotherly exhoxrtation to their Bre- 
thren of England, do declare as followeth 3 W: 
would not (fay they) have our zeal for Presbyterial 
Government miſunderſtood, a4 if it tended to any ri- 
gour or domineering over the flack,, or ts binder and 
exclude that inſtruiting in meekneſſe, them that oppoſe 
themſelves, which the apoſtolicall rule holdeth fortb ; 
or, as if we Would bave any ſuch to be entruſted With 
that Government, as —_— not yet purged, either 
from their old profaneneſſe, or from the prelatical prin. 
= and prattices : Which were to put a piece f nel 
cloath into an old garment,C ſo to make the rent worſe; 
or to put new Wine into old bottles, ſo to loſe both wine 
and bottles, From theſe paſſages, impartially con- 
ſidered, it is manifeſt, that the General Aſſemblies 
have judged, that as it is rigor and a domineering 
over the Lord's flock, for the Judicatories of the 
Kirk to determine, or do any thing pro arbitratu vel 
zmperio, or without giving a reaſon thereof from 
theWord ; ſo when they do thus determine and 
judge, there is no reaſon to ſubmit thereunto , or 
acquieſce therein. As to what is cited by our Bre- 
chren, from the A& of the General Aflembly, in 
Anno, 1648. (eff. 30, We anſwer, That though the | 
word, ju/tly, be not expreſſed in the letter of the + 


AX, that being amoneg(t the precognits or prefuppe 
Tea 


(5 | 
ſta of all thoſe that do make or require obediehce 
co Laws, that they make and mean of juſt Laws 
yer it is evidentthat it ſpeaketh of thoſe Miniſters, 
who being juſtly ſuſpended, or depoſed from the 
funRtion of the Miniſtery,ſhall continue in the ex- 
erciſe of their Miniſtery, or intromet with the ſti- 


" *pends belonging tothoſe Kirks they lerved at, as 


doth appear from the paſſages before cited. If our 
Brethren will not admit this gloſſe, then ſurely the 
meaning muſt be this ; Whatſoever Miniſter juſt= 
ly,or unjuſtly-and contrary to the rule of the Word 
of God, ſuſpended or depoſed from his Miniftery, 
(hall continue to preach the Goſpel,or to intromet 
with his ſtipend, We,the General Aſſembly of the 
Kirk of Scotland, do appoint, that becauſe of his 
diſobedience to our Sentence, whether juſt or un- 
Juſt, he ſhall be excommunicated and caſt out of 
the Church : But as we abhorr to faſten ſuch a 
meaning upon that reverend and grave Aſſembly, 
So we deſire to think that our Brethren, upon ſo- 
ber and ſerious thoughts, will abhorr it alſo, and 
will acknowledge with us, that it is to be under- 
ſtood of juſt Sentences only ; and if ſo, we do 
willingly acknowledge and profeſle, that who (o, 
being juſtly ſuſpended or depoſed from the funi- 
on of the Miniftery, doth continue in the exerciſe 
thereof, doth deſerve to be proceſſed with Excom- 
munication, What was practiſed by the General 
Aſlembly, 1646. in the caſe of Mr. Fames Moriſon, 
becauſe we have not the Records of that Aſſembly 
concerning that matter, we will not take upon us 
to ſpeak poſitively to their Determination, what it 
Was, or to the reaſons thereof , in that particular, 
it being a matter of fa done long ago, and cloa- 
D 3 thed 


(54) 
thed with many circumſtances, ſome of which 
have haply eſcaped our memorie ; but as we re- 
member, and can colle& from the printed Index 
of the Acts of that Aſſembly, not printed, the caſe 
was this; Mr. 7 «mes Moriſon being ſentenced with 
ſuſpenſion from the excrcife of his Miniſtery by 
the Presbyteric of Kirkwall, did appeal to the 
General Aflembly and go on in his Miniſteriall 
funQion, for which the Presbyterie did pronounce 
againſt him the ſentence of Depoſition : The pro- 
cels coming before the Aſſembly, they did ſuſteat 
his appeal, and rebuking both him and the Pret- 
byterie for their concentious and litigious carriage 


one towards another in that buſineſſe, did ( with- - 


out ( fo far as we remember ) any ratification of. 
the Presbyteries ſentence of Depoſition , or ap» 
ointing of Mr. 7«mes Moriſon to make any ac- 
Fnowledeemeri of his offence, for violating the 
juſt ſubmiſfion and ſubordination due to the Judi. 
catories of the Kirk, ( which doubtleſs they would 
haye done before his repoſition, if they had been © 
our Brethrens judgment ) did appoint him to be: 
reponed again to his Miniftery. If the caſe was 
this, our Brethren have no advantage, but rathet 
diſadvantage in alleaging of it ; becauſe the Af- 
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ſembly were ſo far from proceeding to a further? 


ſentence againſt Mr. Fames Moriſon, for counter- 
ating the Sentence of the Presbyterie, that they 
did appoint him to be again reponed to his Mini- 
ftery. When our Brethren ſhall make ic appear. 


from the Regiſters to have becn otherwiſe,we ſhall, 


lay the weight upon it that it doth deſerve. Our 
Brethret overſhoot, when they ſay. That thus to 
{bmi hath been the conſtant praRice of all the 
members 


members and Judicatories of this Kirk ever ſince 
the late Reformation ; Ifthey mean of the Refor= 
mation of this Church from Popery, they cannor 
but know that there was nothing more ordinary 
for the members and Judicatories of this Kirk than 
not to ſubmit urito, but to counteract the Deter= 
minations aid Sentences of the Prelates and their 


; Synods and Aſſemblies , not only in matters of 


DoArine and Worſhip, but alſo of Diſcipline and 
Government. It was ordinary for godly men,who 


were depoſed by them and their Courts, to preach Þ# 


and continue in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, not- 
withſtanding of their Sentences. Some of our Bre- 


thren themſelves did it. It's crue, that the Prelates 
. Were not a lawfull Authority, nor Church- Ofi- 


cers agreeable to the Word of God : bur our Bre- 
thren do very well know, that as the Prelates, ac- 
cording to the At of their Aſſembly at Glaſgow, 
did ſometimes in the ſuſpenſion and depoſition of 
Miniſters, aſſociate to themſelves the Miniſtery of 
thoſe bounds, where the ſuppoſed Delinquent ſer- 
ved,that is, the Presbytery,wherof he was a meme 
ber, which was a lawfull Authority ; and that as 
they did plead for ſuch a ſubmiſſion to their De- 
crees and Sentences, as theſe Brethren do now 
plead for, and upon the ſame grounds of its being 
efſentiall to Government and preſerving of Unity 
and Order, and ſhunning of Confuſion, &c. fo 
alfo that thoſe who did refuſe and decline that ſub. 
miſſion, did it not only upon the ground of their 
want of lawfull Authority , bur alſo upon this 
ground, That no obedience nor fubjeRion is due 
toEcclefiaſtick Laws thatare unjuſt and contrary 
to the Word of God ; as will appear to any that 
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(56) | 
(hall read the Treatiſes that were publiſhed by the: cli 
defenders of the Truth in that hour of temptation, /a' 
concerning the binding power of Eccleſiaſticall| dr 
Laws. And for the pratice of the Members and| ac 
Judicatories of this Kirk ſince the Reformation «r 
begun in Anno 1638, untill theſe differences did to 
ariſe, when our Brethren (hall bring inflances of #/ 
unjuſt ſentences pronounced in that time by the| ? 
Judicatories of the Kirk, it will be time for the! © 
proteſting Brethren to bring inſtances of not ſub-: t| 
S witting thereto, or counteratting the ſame. If. y 
" the ſentences were juſt, ſubmiſſion was due unto \ 
them ; and- they do but trifle to make that ſub- r 
c 
t 
| 
| 


miſſion a precedent to that unlimited ſubmiſſion 
which they do now plead- for. 
Their citation from the At of the General A(- 
ſembly, in Anno 1647. concerning the hundred 
andeleven Propoſitions, and the ſeventh head of | 
Doctrine therein contained,doth make againſt our | 
Brethren, and not for them : 1. Becauſe the fore- 
going words of that Act do clear, that the Aﬀſem- 
bly ſpeaketh of Eccleſiaſticall Government, com- 
mitted and intruſted by Chriſt to the Aſſemblies | 
of the Kirk : but Chriſt hath committed no power | 
to any Aſſembly to tyrannize , nor hath He com-_ 
manded any Church-member, or any inferjour | 
Church-judicatorie to ſubje& themſelves to Ece | 
clefiaſticall tyrannie. 2. Becauſe the Propoſiti- 
ons themſelves to which that AR do relate, do 
confine the obedience and ſubjeRion that is to be 
giyen to the Ordinances and Decrees of Claſſes 
and Synods, to lawfull Ordinances and Decrees 3 
I} i not lawfull, ſay they, to particular Churches, or 
(<8 commonly the) are called) Parucbiall, ehherta de- 
" 615176 
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ie: cline the Authority of Claſſes or $ynods where they are 
» levfully ſetled , or may be bad ( much leſſe to with= 
Il! draw or net from that Authority if they bave once 
d} acknowledged it) or to refuſe ſuch lawfull Ordinances 
n and Decrees of the Claſſes or $ynods, as being agreeable 
d tothe Word of God, are with Authority impoſed upou 
f them, At. 15. 2,6, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29. Ad. 16,4. 
e| Prop. 32, Tt ſeemeth it came not into the minds 
e! of our Brethren who were appointed to prepare 
-| theſe Articles and Propoſitions ( though they did 
f. well underitand the nature of Presbyteriall Go- 
o verment) and tendered them unto the Aſſembly , 
- nor into the Aſſemblies mind, who after hearing 
n of them publickly read,did unanimouſly vote and 
agree to the eight generall heads of Doctrine 
- | therein contained and aſſerted, that men ſhould 
{| ſubmit to unlawfull Ordinances and Decrees of 
f! Claſſes and Synods ; and therefore we wonder 
r} that our Brethren ſhould cite ſuch teſtimonies for 
-| confirmation of their new doftrine, as do indeed 
-| makeagainſt it, Neither have our Brethren been 
. | more happy in what they tell us in their Repre- 
| ſentation, that this practice of ours in matcers of 
* | Diſcipline and Government, was never heard of 
- inany Church where the Officers and conſtituti- 
- On thereof were acknowledged to be agreeable to 
| theWord of God. What hath been heard of in 
| this Church we have already told them, and for 
| Other Churches, we would defire them to look up- 
\._ onthe ſtory of the Church within the firſt four or 
; | five hundred years after Chriſt, and fee whether 
; many of the worthy Servants of Chriſt who 
lived of old, ſuch as Athanaſius, &'c. did not re- 
fuſe ſubmiſſion to Sentences and Decrees of 6 2 
nods 


| | 
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fiods » atnd counteraRt thereunto , not only by, 1 
preaching contrary to their Determinations, but! | 
by preaching and exercifing their miniſteriall fun-' » 
Rion after Sentences of Depoſition and Excom:! { 
munication mu againſt them : and it will be } 
bur a poor (hifr for our Brethren to tell us, that « 
theſe Synods did not confilt of Officers and of a. ( 
Conſticution agreeable to the Word of God , be«| | 
cauſe theſe worthy men had no exception againſi| | 
the Offers, becauſe of their office of Biſhops or! ' 
fuch = they being ſuch themſelves, nor againft 
the conſtirucion, but their exception was againl! 
the heterodoxie and iniquitie of their Decrees and 
Sentences, upon which account they did refuſe 
obedience and fubjeRion thereunts, and did coun- 
teraR them, to the utmoſt of their power ; and 
though becauſe of their fo doing, they were then 
perſecuted and reproached by many of their Bre- 
'thren , and of the Kirk-judicatories of theſe 
timesas che fire-brands of the time, and troublers 
of the peace of the Church ; yet hath their praiſe 
been amongſt all fober and ſound men in all the 
Churches of Chriſt throughout many generati- | 
ons, and will be fo to the end of the world, And 
thoſe who did perſecute them for ſo doing, are, 
and will be juſtly condemned as men of a malig- 
nant ſpirit. We remember, to this purpoſe, an 
obſeryation of Oftander upon one of the Canons 
of a Council at Antioch, in which it was decided, 
That if any Ecclefiaſticall perſons,hould without 
the advice and letters of the Biſhop of the Pro- 
vincey and chiefly of the Metropolitan, go to the 
Emperout to put up any grievance unto him » he 
fhould be caſt out, not only from the holy com- 
| mun1on, 


| 
& 2 os 

by. munion \ but from his proper dignity which he 
ir! bad in the Church. Thu Canon ( faith Oftander ) 
n-| 45 compoſed againſt boly Athanaſius ; for Athana= 
n-| fius being expelled by the Arians, had fied to the Eme 
be perour Conſtantine the younger, and bad from bins 
at obtained regreſſe ts bis own Church, N ow thus Canon 
2 (faithhe) #© very unjuſt, which forbiddeth thas a Bio 
= ſhop or any other Miniſter of the Church being unjuſts 
al ty opreſed, fic 0 bis godly vil Magiſtrate, mee 
or! W445 laWfull to the Apoſtle Paul to appeal to the Roman 
ft! Emperour, Wicked Nero, 44 the Atty of the Apoſtle 
1 witneſſe : but it may be ſeen in thu place, that Biſhops 
1d! were very ſoon ſeeking dominion (faith he) yea, ty- 
ſe. rannie over the Church and over their colleagues, Hiſt, 
1- Eccl, Cent. 4, lib. 2. cap. 48. pag, 242. 

d Thelaſt part of their alleagance , that both the 
n| proteſting Brethren and they, were ſolemnly en= 
-| gaped to this ſubmiſſion at their admiffion tothe 
© Maniftrie, if it were meaned of ſuch as were ad- 
+] mitted by, and gave engagements to the Prelates, 
© ithath indeed too much truth in it, that mahy of 
e| their number, and haply ſowe of the other alſo, 
1 


| did at their admiſſion to the Miniftrie, give thefe 

{| engagements for abſolute and implicic ſubmiffion 
,, totheir ordinary, the Lord-Prelate, to which the 
ſubmiſſion required by our Brethren, as we fhaſll 

i afterwards ſhew, is too neer a kin ; but thatever 
; fuch anabſojute unlimited ſubmiſſion, was either 
, required by Presbyteries, or engaged into by in- 
-  trants ſince the caſting out -of the Prelates, we 
do deny, and are confident, that our Brethren can 
bring no releyant proof of it in the form and order 

of the eleting of Miniſters, condeſcended upon' in 

the Aſſembly at Edinburgh, March 9. 1560, ES 
obn 


(60) "3 
Fobn Knox was Moderator ; ſundry queſtions ard M 
ordered to be propounded tothe intrant to the Mi M 
niftrie, which ( for ought we know ) are ( and W 
no other for ſubſtance) the (ame that have been] 
propounded fince the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, 1638, de 
Among other things, It is demanded of him, if he 
will not be ſubjeR to the Diſcipline of the Church, A 
with the reſt of his Brethren ? And the anſwer ig, © 
That he doth moſt willingly ſubmit himſelf to the 7 
wholeſome Diſcipline of the Church ; yea, to the] * 
Diſcipline of the ſame Church, by which he i] ? 
now called co this office and charge, and that he| 4 
doth in Go4s preſence, and theirs, promiſe obedi-| # 
ence toall admonitions, &'c. Now, what doth! 9 
this amount unto, will our Brethren ſay, to ſuch a; ? 
ſubje&ion as they contend for 2 The ſubjection} N 
here ſpoken of,is upon expreſſe ſuppoſall of ſliding | ? 
and offending upon his part who promiſeth the| © 
ſubjeftion : upon which caſe» the proteſting | © 
Brethren are as much for ſubje&ion to Diſci-| | 
pline as the reſolution Bretheren are : But if they | © 
Will extend it further, and ſay, that it is meaned | \ 
of abſolute ſubje&tion to the ſentence of his Bre- | © 
thren, whether he have offended or not, they may . 
] 
| 


as well, and with more colour of reaſon, (ay, that | 


| he is bound by his oath, not only to give ſubjeRi- 
on , bur alſo. obedience to all their admoniti- 
ons, whether juſt or unjuſt, lawfull or unlawfull; 
becauſe there is no expreſle limitation in the words _ * 
of the oath, theſe qualifications, being as we ſaid | 
before, amongſt the precognita and preſuppoſita of | | 
all ſuch queſtions and —_—_ and there- being | 
no need to. expreſſe them, except where there are 
grounds of jealouſlie, As to the reaſons and argu- | 
ments | 


| 


L 
| 
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re ments which do plead againſt this ſubmiſſion, fo 
4 much contended for by the reſolution Brethren, 
14 we ſhall ſer them down when we come to ſpeak of 
n the iniquity of theſe Brethren their demands in or- 
g} der to Union and Peace. 

1. The fixth thing that our Brethren bring in, for 
4 atteſting the proteſting Brethren their projeRing 
z| to ſubvert the Government of the Church , is, 
ie] That ſome of them did endeavour to enervate the power 
«| of Church-judicatories, by procuring an order, puting 
;.| the power of giving teſtimonie to intrants ( Which u 
| due to Presbyteries only who are authorized to (udge of 
«| their call, andto try and to ordain them ) in the hands 
| of ſome ſeleth perſons of their own choofing , Declar. 
1; pag. 6- We do ſomewhat wonder at our Brethrens 
}| mentioning of this, and that in a Paper pretend=- 


— 


,| ing to earneſt defires of Union and Peace. I. Be- 
| cauſe the whole Land,and their conſciences know, 
; | that chat order was not imbraced nor made uſe of 
by the proteſting party in Scotland, and that many 
, | of thoſe whoſe names were in it, gave their reaſons 
| why they were not clear in their conſciences to 
| clole with it. 2. Becauſe it is well known to 
| themſelves,that the reverend Brother, upon whom 
they would caft the blame in this matter, and 
others of both judgements, were required by the 
Lord ProteRor to go to London ; where being de= 
manded,he'gave his opinion, That ſeing there was 
a Courr eſtabliſhed in Scotland for diſpofing of the 
| legall maintenance to ſuch Intrants of che Mini- 
' ſtrie, as upon certificates ſhould be approved of 
by the Judges of that Court, whereby the Judges 
| were left to an uncertainty , whoſe certificates to 
receiye 3 Ir was therefore fitteſt inthe preſent di- 

- ſtraRions 


— - 
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Wie, 4 of. " 
firaRiohs of the Church, that thoſe certificaty 7 
(hould be granted by a ſclet number of b 
judgements ; which deing embraced by my Lori 
Protetor and his Council , and an Ocdian pc 
paſſed for that efteR, and ſent to Srotland ; When a 
the reverend Brother did perceive that it was na tc 
accepted, he laid it aſide and did not prolecutei pt 
any further ; And we wiſh the Brethren for thy ſu 

ublick Reſolutions would follow the example of p! 

is condeſcendencie in the like caſes. But mayi| re 
not be truely ſaid, that our Brethren have don; hi 
much more themſelves for enervating the powe| th 
of Church- Judicatories , and bringing the Mi- di 
niſtrie into bondage by clandeſtine capitulati. ca 
ons of theirs, about Intrants to the Miniſtrie, the to 
effets whereof are ſo well known as we need not 
© mentition them? But (ay they in the nex| «1 
place ) When it pleaſed the Lord to break that ſnar, to. 
Fbeir leading men have again of late attempted the ut-| an 
fer ruine of thu Church , and of theſe who differ fron| w1 
them, under the pretext of ſeeking a Commiſſion ful rel 
plantation of Churches,they projetted to have the powe|| wi 
of diſpoſing the legall maintenance of Miniſters pul dei 
in the bands of that Commiſſion ; though they knou| Co 
ſuch a power Was never given nor aſſumed by ſucha de 
Former but that it 6 contrarie to the order eſt4«! ne/ 

;/hed by the Law of the Land: the great deſign _ me 


[ 
of being n08 only to call the Authority of the late Aſ=| Sc 
ſemblies in queſtion, 45 they expreſſe in their deſire, but an 
to have the maintenance put in the hands of men to their Ati 
mind, Who Were the propoſers of the Overture, that pre 
fo they might diſcourage all who are oppoſite to then' thi 
from the Miviſtrie, What pbor and weak pre- att 
miſles are heer to dray ſuch a concluſion _ te 

at 


(63) 2 
| That the proteſting Brethren, or their wy mew; 
have of late attempted the utter ruine of this Church, 
{ and of thoſe who differ from them, When the civil 
F powers were pleated to put in the hands, firſt, of 
1 a peculiar Court appointed for thatend, and af= 
x terwards into the hands of the Council, the dif 
; poſing of the legal] maintenance of Miniſters to 
ſuch Intrants, as upon certificates ſhould be ap- 
proven by them ; The proteſting Brechren having 
i! repreſented the inconveniencie of this thing unco 
| his Highneſſe Council in Scotland, and finding 
1 that chey were not impowered to change that way, 
| did afterward by ſome of their number, ſuppli=- 
. cate his Highnefle, That as it ts allowed to the 
tion to be governed by her own Laws, the like freedoms 
t may be given to the Church to be governed by ber own 
| uncontroverted As and Conſtitutions,and that Intrants 
| tothe Miniſtery might bave full acceſs to their ſtipends 
| and maintenance, couform to the Laws of the ,, 
Without any bonds or engagements of a civil nature, di= 
reftly or indirettly, and that all the Aits of Parliamens 
Which do relate to the liberties of the Kirk, may be 
declared to be ſtill in force ; and that there might be & 
| Commiſſion of able and godly men, Wbo know and un- 
| derſtaud our Chureb affairs, nominated by bus Higb 
! neſſe, which might exerciſe the power which Was for= 
merly in the Commiſſion of Plantation of Churches in 
| Scotland 3 4nd alſo do the duty of the Civil a_— 

' anent Eccleſpaſtick matters, according to the Rules and 
its of uncontroverted Aſſemblies,and Laws of the Land 
| preceding the year, 165t. Was there herein any 
| thing faulty, much lefſe ſo hainouſly faulty as an 
| attempt for the utter ruin ofthe Church and ofthe 
 &folution Brethren > Yes, (ay they, there = # 

: projeve 
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project in it to have the power of diſpoſing the le jn 
gal maintenance of Miniſters put into the hand Ai 
of that Commiſſion, though ſuch a power wa! lec 
never givennor aſſumed by ſuch a J i pn br 
is contrary to the order eſtabliſhed by the Law ol ple 
the Land : But as the firſt part of the proteſting Ct 
Brethren their defire, which we have already { Ai 
down, doth expreſly bear, That Miniſters migh C} 
have acceſle to their ſtipends in ſuch a way, as il bo 
conform to the Laws of the Land ; So doth thi th, 
laſt part exprefly qualifie the power which the) th. 
defire to be given to the Commiſſion of Planta\ þa 
tion of Kirks in the exerciſeof it, that it might bi N 
according to Aﬀts of uncontroverted Aſſemblies! ter 
andthe Laws of the Land : Ir is neither falſhool th 
nor vanity for the proteſting Brethren when they, 
are charged as underminers of the Liberties of thi) th 
Kirk, to ſay, that in their eſſays for preſervin! cr 
and yindicating of theſe , they have been nothin f& 
ſhort, if not ſomewhat beyond theſe men whi| (+ 
challenge them ; And what chough (upon ſup] C 
poſall of the purpoſe and reſolution of the civi| b, 
powers not to alter the former way of diſpoſin| ki 
of the legall maintenance of Miniſters) they hall A 
defired that the diſpoſing of Miniſters mainte «<« 
nance might be in the hands of that Commiſſion! R 
was it a fault, when they could not preyail to brig 
it in conformity to the Laws of the Land, to defir 
chat there might be a cranſlacion of the power it 
its exerciſe from one {ubjeR to another, who be 
ing not neceſſarily diverted with multiplicity dl. 
affairs, as the Council is , might more convent 
ently attend it > But, ſay they, che great deſign 0 
this was, to call the Authority of lateAfſemblis; 
| in 
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«4 inqueſtion- Suppoſing that to be true, that the 
l Auchoritie of theſe Aſſemblies were nortonly cal- 
5 led in queſtion, but pronounced null, would thar 
q bring utter ruine to this Church, and to thoſe who 
I! plead for them > do our Brethren think chat the | 
? Church and themſelves muſt Rand or fall with the 
t Authority of theſe late A flemblies > We wiſh the 
x| Church and them too, better foundations then ſuch 
| bowing walls and tottering fences, But could nos 
vl the Commiſſion for plantation of Kirks have exerciſed 
1! that Power, and the Authority of theſe Aſſemblies 
have alſo ſtood > We ſee no inconſiſtencie between them, 
! Nextſay they, The deſign was to have the main= 
$| tenance put in the hands of men to their mind, 
( that ſo they might diſcourage all from the Mini- 
, firie who are oppoſit to themſelyes. If our Bre- 
| 
; 
| 
" 
| 


thren judge ſuch diſcouragement to be ſo great a 
crime, why have they ſo much practized it, and 
framed the miſchief thereof into a Law, that none 
{hall have liberty to be a Burſer in a Divinity= 
College, or co wait upon a Family, much lefle to 
be admitted to the Miniftrie, that doth not ac- . 
| knowledge the Conſtitution, and ſubmit to the 
| AR of theſe two late Aſſemblies > But as con« 
' cerning the men into whoſe hands the proteſting 
Brethren would have had the diſpoſing of the 
| maintenance put, though we cannot ſay that they 
are, or ought to be ſo ſelf-denied that they would 
' not haye wiſhed it to have been fo, yetdid they 
| never expe ſuch a Commillion as ſhould wholly 
|- conſiſt of men according to their mind. nor was 
| that ever any of their Propoſitions to his Highneſs, 
| diretly or indireftly ; Yea, their Propoſitions 
| did not contain that qualification, as to any of 
| E Eligtsy 
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them. And We can alſo lay, That though they | 
had been moſily or wholly of that mind, ther! *? 
would have been room and encouragement f : 
men of our Brethrens judgement, both to conti) 
nue, andenter into the Miniſtrie. ; 

| 

| 


Thus now have we anſwered that firſt ani 
great prejudice, wherewith our Brethrens Paper, 
and (ic ſeemeth ) their ſpirits, are fraughted 
againſt the proteſting Brethren, to wit, Thac the) 
do not only diflent from, but alſo that they hay: 
i in their thouzhts and deſign, to ſubvert and de 
troy the eſtabliſhed Government of the Kirk | 
Scotland by Presbyteries and Synods, and that thei; 
praRices do manifeſtly rend thereunto. And in 
this we have been the larger, not only becauſe we 
have more then probable ground to look upon it, 
as the great ſcope of our Brethrens Paper to fill 
and poſſeſs this Church, and the Churches abroad, 
with this opinion of thefe Brethren that they ar: 
indeed ſuch a ſhrewd party as they deſcribe them 
to be, that ſo they may acquit and juſtifie the re- 
folntion Brethren jn all that they have hitherto 
done, orſhall hereafter do againſt them ; bur allo, 
becauſe if there be any remnants of real inclinati- 
ons in our Brethrens boſoms to a Peace approven, 
of God and tending to edification; we did conceive 
it neceſlary to endeavor, though with much weak- | 
neſſe, to roll out of their way that great rock of of- 
fence » which they have by their own miſtakes fo 
long and ſo muci ſtumbled upon,unto the making 
of them halt more and more, day by day, in theit 
affetions towards the proteſting Brethren. 

There be yet two prejudices more, which we 
find in their Dcclaration;that we (hall more brief. 


ly 
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ly ſpeak untozone is, { bat they bave begun 4 needlefJe 
rent in the Church upon a queſtion ſo wrt to our 
Dottrine, Worſhip and Government ; ſo they ſpeak 
in the fourch page of their Declaration : and inthe 
third page they call it 4 toſſing about 4 debate,now ſo 
far removed out of our way, To which we anſwer ; 
firſt , Whatever be the nature of the Queſtion 
about the publick Reſolntions, it 1s certain and 
manifeſt that che Rent thereupon was begun by 
the reſolution Brethren ; becauſe they did in a ſur- 
reptitizous meeting of ſome of the Commiſſioners 
of the General Aflembly, without giving timous 
and due warning to others, in the year I651, ſud- 
denly take thele Reſolutions, when the whole 
Church of Scotland was in poſlcfſion of, and by 
ſolemn Covenants and 'Vows engaged to the 
Truths, to which thete Relolutions are contrary 
and deſtructive. 24 This Queſtion is not fo ex- 
trinfick to our Dofrine, Worſhip and Govern= 
ment, as our Brethren would make the world be- 
lieve ; it doth involve a portion of the preci- 
ous Truth of God, which he hath been pleaſed to 
reveal and hold forth in His Word for the edifi= 
cation of His Church and People, that they may 
know whar they ought to do, and what they 

ought not to do,in the caſe of intruſting of known 
wicked malignant men , enemies to Truth and 

Godlineſſe, with the intereſts of the Lords Work 

and People ; And this Truth, as it hath all along 

fince the Reformacion from Popery been taught 

and holden forth by the Kirk of Scotland, fo hath 

the preſervation and practice thereof been judged 

neceſſary for preſerving the reſt of the DoEtrine, 

and the Worſhip and COLOR in their puri- 
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ty, and from the pollutions and corruptions which | 
evil men uſeto bring in, or give way unto ; yea, 
this very thing ( as our Brethren do well know ) 
was no {mall part of the controverfie all along | 
from the year 163$. betwixc the wel-afteRed,and | 
the Popiſh and Prelaticall'and Malignant party ? 
they may take One inſtance of many, to wit, the 
deſires of the Commiſſion of the General Aﬀlem- 
bly, in Anno 1643. concerning the unlawfull En- 
229gement z amongſt which, that about the quali- 
fication of inflruments was one of the chief. We 
defire them to remember what ſpirit that man 
would haye beenjudged of, who in the Afſembly, | 
Anno 1650, (ſhould have pleaded that to be a que- 
tion much extrinſick to our Doctrine, Worlhip 
and Government, and that it would furniſh juſt 
Eround of complaint againſt the Aflembly, if they 
ſhould, becauſe thereof, divide from the Parlia- 
ment which carried on that unlawfull Engage- 
ment in war againſt England? 3. If our Brethren 
do indeed judge this queſtion to be fo extrinſick to 
our Doftrine, Worſhip and Government, How 
cometh it to paſle that they are ſo tenacious of the 
determinations of their Aſſemblies about ir ? If 
Dofrine, and Worſhip, and Government may 
be preſerved intire without it, may they not for | 
the Peace of the Church condeſcend totake courſe 
chat theſe Determinations ſhall not be looked up- 


on as the definitive judgement of this Kirk, or any _ 


of the Judicatories thereof in theſe matters > And 
ho w cometh it to paſſe, that upon a queſtion ſo 
extrinſick, they did make and (till keep up againſt | 
Miniſters, Elders, Expe@ants and Profeſſours, 
Ads imporrting (o ſevere cenſures againſt thoſe 
who 
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| who do not ſubmit to the Determinations of their 
Aſſemblies concerning theſe things? Next, If 
the queſtion be ſo extrinſick , how cometh it that 
they ſometime place the ſtanding or falling of this 
' Church therein , and now again they would 
make it of no moment ? But further we ſay, The 
ſubjeRt matter of theſe debates is not ſo far re- 
moved out of the way as our Brethren do talk, bur 
do ſtill continue in many reſpets: 1. In regard 
of the fin and guilt thereof, which hath not been 
taken-with, nor repented-of till this day. And as 
the reſolution Brethren judpe it hard for the pro- 
| teſting Brethren to be ſatisfied with nothing, un- 
lefſe they do repent of that, as a fin which in their 
conſciences they judge to be a duty ; So they muſt 
| give leave tothe proteſting Brethren co judge it 
hard, that the Church,of which they are Members 
and Miniſters,ſhould lye under the guilt of a pub= 
lick tranfgrefſion, and under great and fore wrath, 
becauſe thereof; and they in the mcan while not 
be permicced to diſcover her iniquity therein, that 
her captivity may be turned away , cſpecially 
when they are engaged by Covenant ſo to do. 
2. Theſe Reſolutions do continue, in regard of 
the Synodicall approbation and tye thereof upon . 
all the Members of this Kirk. 3. They do con- 
tinue in regard of the Ats which were made for 
carrying on thereof, to wit. thoſe which appoint 
-cenſures againſt all the Members of this Kirk, 
who do not approve of the Authority of that 
| Aſſembly at Saint Andrews and Dundee, and ſub=- 
| mit tothe Acts and Conſtitutions thereof. 4, They 
' & continue in regard of the publick Warnings, 
| Remonſirances and Declarations of the Commil» 
E: E Z f10n, 
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fion, 1650. and the pretended Aſſembly follows 


ing, againſt the oppolers thereof, 5, In regard 
of the authoritative approbation of many of theſe 
things by Provinciall Synods and Presbyteries, | 
many of which have made and paſt particular! 
Acts for that effet. 6. In regard of the execu- 
tion of the Acts of the pretended Aſſemblies at 
Saint Andrews, Dundee, and Edinburgb , againſt 
Miniſters, Elders and ExpeRtants, who adhere 
to the Proteſtation. 7. ln order to the taking- it 
of many difaffeted and malignant perſons, arid 
making them capable of Ecclefiaſtick priviledges 
and tru}, ſuch having vote in Congregations in 
the EleAion of Miniſters and Elders, and fitting 
as Elders in Kirk-judicatories in a wrong way. 
8. They do continue in all chele (ad fruits and evi- 
dences of defeRion , which the proteſting Bre- 
thren did long ago repreſent to the, ſeveral Synod, 
and have ſince that time collefted together in one: 
And therefore the Authors of this Declaration do 
give their Readers but words, and wrong the pro- 
teſting Brethren, when they tell them of toffing 
about a debate now fo far removed out of the 
way; and ſodo others of their party when they 
do diſcourſe and write in ſuch a ſtrain, as if there 
were no obſtruftion of Peace and of an Agree 
ment, from any thing prrtaining to theſe Reſolu- 
tions that is now in being, or that is urged by 
theſe who do adhere thereunto, upon, or againſt 
the proteſting Brethren ; but that all the ground 
of the continuing of the difference, is, becauſc 
the reſolution Brethren will nor quir their judge- 
ments and profeſle Repentance for what they have 
done 3 When as, befides repentance and changing] 
| 0 
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4 | Brethren do wiſh, and pray for, and hold forth as 
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of their judgment ( which chough the proteſting 


their duty ) yet do they not make it a condition, 
without which they will have no Union and Peace 
with them. There be many things relating to theſe 
Reſolutions thar are (till in being, and are adhered 


| unto, and proſecuted by theſe Brethren, that do 


prove hinderances and impediments of an Agree- 
ment betwixt them and the proteſting Brethren ; 
which, as it is partly manifeſt from what is al- 
ready ſaid, ſo ſha!l it more evidently and fully 
be made to appear when we (hall cake in conſfi- 


| deration the Overtures of Union propounded by 


them in this Paper. 

Another of their prejudices, is,T hat the proteſting 
Brethren affett preheminence , and would ſet up a do=- 
mination of their party in this Church , and over their 
Brethren, Decl. pag. 4. & pag. 6. If weſhould 
fay, that there is nothing of that root of pride and 
ambicjon in the proteſting Brethrcn:that took hold 
on our firſt parents in paradiſe, and hath from 
them been derived unto all the poſterity deſcended 
from them by ordinary generation, and keepeth 


.ſfome footing in the beſt of men, in whom a body 


of death dwellech , we ſhould bur flatter chem, and 
lie againſt the Truth ; there is, no doubt, as much 
of that bitter root in thein as may be matter of bir- 
ter mourning and humiliation unto them before 
God ; neither will they (we believe) deny, but that 
they would wiſh the whole Church of God in chis 
Land, and the Judicatories thereof, to: be of their 
judgment in theſe points of difference, though, 
we hope; not upon the accompt that it is thejrs, 
bur becauſe they judge L, to be of the Lord , and 
—- 4 con- 
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conſonant to the rule of His Word ; bat that they 
do affe& preheminence, and would ſet up a domi- 
nation of their party over the Church, and over 
their Brethren » We have confidence and clear- 
nefle to deny it, and have their works to witneſle 


the contrary. Our Brethren do well know that in 


their judgments, the Commiſſion of the General| 
Aſſembly, 1650. is ſkill in force ; and might they 
not, if they had been a party affeRing prehemi- 
nence, have exerciſed the Power contained there: 
in theſe years paſt > But how ſoon thoſe of their 
number, who are members thereof, had, with the 
advice of other Brethren of that judgement, hol- 
den-forth the cauſcs of the Lords controverſie 
againſt the Land, they did abſtain and have hi. 
thertills abſtained from ating in that capacity: 
How frequently alſo have they offered unto the re- 
ſolution Brethren , that if they would by chem- 
ſelves alone, and withonc them purge the Houſe of 
God, that it ſhould ſatisfie them to look on and 
rejoyce intheir work ; and if when they had long 
waited for ic and ſaw them like to do nothing in 
it; yea, that moſt of them were adverſe to it, and 
were polluting in Read of purging, Mult it bean 


affecting of domination for Minifters and Elders | 


in the Houſe of God, to propound ſuch means and 
overtures as do carry in them ſome probability to- 
wards doing ſomewhat in that neceſſary work, 
wherein they are yet ſtill willing that the Reſolu- 
tion Brethren ſhould have more than equal ſhare 
with themſelves ? It hath been ordinary for righ- 


teous men, whole conſciences could nor ſuffer them 

to be filent and to couch under publick corrup- 

tions without bearing tcſtimony againſt the _ 
| an 
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and endeavouring a remedy thereof, to meet with 


j«| ſuch reproaches trom opprefſing and looſe parties 


and perſons that have ſtood in the way of Refor- 
mation, that they would needs be Judges, and did 
take too much upon them, and were ſeeking to ſer 


| up themſelves : It being amongſt the policies of 


Satan (wherein not only the common world, but 
even good men may ſometimes through weakneſle 
and miſtake be ſubſervient unto him ) becauſe he 
cannot finde in the outward carriage of thoſe 
whom God calleth ro witneſſe againſt, or pull 
down his kingdom, ſufficient ground of challenge 
by which they may be made odious to the world: 
therefore he thinketh it for his advantage to charge 
them with inward abominations, ſuch as hypo- 
crifie, and ambition, and covetouſneſle, and mil- 
chievous pxojeRs and deſigns, &c- knowing that 
though they may juſtly deny theſe things, yet 
they (hall not be able caſily to refute them , there 
being alwayes ſomewhat in the moſt innocent and 
beſt ations of the beſt and moſt innocent men, 
that may by an uncharitable judgment be con- 


ftrned to ſpring from ſuch roots. 


It remaineth in the laſt place , that we ſhould 


| ſpeak to thoſe. Propoſals , and Qvertures of Union 


and Peace , that aretendred to the Proteſting Bre- 
thren, and publiſhed to the world in that Decla- 
ration $ concerning which, before we deſcend into 
particulars, we offer theſe generall Obſervations ; 
I. That in the very entry » they lay ſuch a ſtumb- 
ling-block in the way , as ſeemes to render Union 
very hopeleſs: For , having ſpoken of the tearms 
of Union, propounded by the Protefting Brethren, 
and of the pretended injuries done by them to the 

Govern= 
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Government , they do the in eight page conclud, 
thus 3 For our part (lay they)we reſolve in the power 
the Lord's grace never ta accord therunto , nor to vecec 

om the ejtbaliſhed Government , be the bazard Wha 
it wil; chat is in plain Engliſh, We reſolve neve! 
to condelcend to any overcure -of purging of the 
Church , that hath in is any circumſtance out of 
the common road of doing it, by the plurality of 
corrupt men in Presbyteries and Synods , nor to 
| recede from chat arbitrary unlimited ſubmiſſion, 
which we have declared to bzlong to the eflence 
an being of the Government. As long as thel: 
Brethren will condeſcend ro no cffeuall mean 


of purging the Church , and will unite with the 
Protefting Brethren upon no other tearms , then 
upon their yeelding co ſuch a ſubmiſfion 3 How: 
can there be a comfortable Union and Peace? 
2. That whileſt they make an offer of Peace , and 
profeſs themſclves to be heartily content to bury 
in oblivion all former injuries, and to be far from 
any animoſities which might have flowed from 
the ſame : They do in this Paper rake the very 
bowels of by-gone aftings ; and from thence 


| 


{i 
0 


{ 


come and raiſe heapes of: alleaged injuries , and 
that with ſuch a beight of animoſicy , that we be- 
lieve,open and profeſſed enemies could hardly out- 
ſtrip them therein : ſo that the white and black 
of that printed Paper are not more oppoſite , then 
their profeſſions and prattices therein are incon- 
ſitent. 3. That it cannot be certainly and diſtin- 
Rly known, what are the Overtures of Union and 
Peace, which they tender to their Brethren in chat 
Declaration ; becauſe they do for the full know- 
kedpe of their minde in order therunto, refer _ 
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lud, onference at Edinburgh , November 1655. and to 
er f.heir lace Repreſentation : And do thereafter in 
ca 1;; Declaration enumerate fome particulars, paſ- 
4 :ng by others mentioned in the Conference, with= 
VE! gut declaring themlelves, whether they do continue 
the' 6j1] of the ſame mande, as to theſe ; wherby the 
tot] Proeſting Brethren and orhers are left in the dark, 
' Of] 15 to their preſent thoughts about theſe things, 
" UW] ]; js true, that in the laſt page of their Declaration 
M,| they do tell us , That notwithſtanding all the violent 
Ie] attempts of the Proteſtng Brethren againſt the Church< 
ele] Government and them, ſince their Conference With them, 
Ms! yet they are not at all irritated therby to recede from the 
he | ,ondeſcentions and offers then made. Whether the 
£1 fame of their ſpirits , as to the matrer of irrication, 
W| doth anſwer ſo fair exprefſions,let the tenor of their 
7 Repreſentation and this Declaration bear witneſs. 
1d | But as to their Propoſals, if they do nor recede from 
any of cheir condeſcentions and offers, made at the 
Conference at Edinburgh, November 1655, Where- 
fore is it that after they have cxpreſled but a few of 
them, withour mentioning the reſt , they do in the 
penult page of their Declaration cel] us , That they 
have made choiſe of this way of making known 
their inclinations to Peace, that their condeſcenti-- 
ons may not be hudled up in a Conference with 

ſome few , who may keep them up, or repreſent 
them ro others as they pleaſe? Theſe words ſeem 
tous in the ſcope of them clearly co import , thar 
this Declaration bears all, and the outmoſt lengrh 
of their condeſcentions ; and yet it comes ſhort in 
ſundry particulars of what they granted in the 
Conference , and alſo of what they required ; and 
therefore, though they may underſtand themfelves, 

yet 
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yet we believe, it will be hard for others to under. ot] 
Rand them ; whether from this Paper only, or ai{g** 
from the Papers at the Conference, we be ro tak: ; 
the juſt meaſure of their Propoſals and Defires 2? 
4- That they do uſher in theſe things which theyÞ*) 
would make the world believe to be great conde. MN 
ſcentions to the proteſting Brethren, with great mi(.\PC 
repreſentations of the nature of their Acts and ill.P** 
grounded aſſertions of matters of fat. As fir, Þ? 
Speaking to theſe At of their Aﬀſemblies,that areſ®* 
a Barr in the way to keep Proteſting Brethren from n 
the Miniltery,and from being members of Church- r, 
Judicatories. We ſhall not now inſit ( ſay they ) to" 
clear the juſtice and neceſſity of the concluſtons of theſe i 
Aſſemblies at that time , and to ſhew that nothing wa 
then done but what was done formerly in like caſes, ® 
Our Brethren do by theſe hints, give the Proteſting |! 
Brethren clearly-enough to underſtand what lot |" 
they might have expected from them , as to the ex- a 
ecution of theſe Acts , if the times had not altered, |! 
'Were theſe Acts juſt and neceſſary at that time, f 
and are not ſo now alſo ? What hath made them |* 
change their nature > Our Brethren give juſt oc- |? 
ca(lion to people to ſtumble , and have the Mini- | 
| ery in contempt, by pleading conſcience , and 
Juftice, and neceſfity a long while for things ; and 
then receding from them upon politick grounds, as 
if there were no conſcience,nor Juſtice,nor necesſity 
ofduty in them. Surely, if there be any variation, 
as to thele Acts, it is not from the nature of the 
things themſelves, but becauſe the times have 
changed ; and ifthe times ſhould change again, ic 
is more than probable that they would find the 
_ famc juſtice and neceffity in them ill : We do | 
not {| 


«yotkthow why when they proffer a ſuſpenſion of 
he execution of them they ſhould affert the juſtice 
4nd neceſſity of them , but that they may have a 
, jandſome regreſle to take them up again when 
eyſiey find an opportunity , which ſaith, that ie is 
«.totregard to juſtice, but to neceſſity, that prevails 
upon them to lay them down. But what Juſtice 
j.þr neceſſity was there for ſuch concluſions as theſe, 
 jhat did enact cenſures of Depoſition againſt all 
the Miniſters, and of Excommunicatien againſt 
(ac Profeſſors of this Church,that did not acknow-= 
\.[kdge the Conſtitution and ſubmit unto the Ads 
, ftheſe Aſſemblies ? Was there juſtice and neceſ= 
ſeit for lo ſevere procedure for retufiing ſubmiſſion 
 inthings, which in our Brethrens opinion are ſo 
, xtrinſick ro our Doetrine,and Worſhip, and Dif= 
? cpline, and Governmcnt ? Or, was there juſtice 
\ nd neceflity to perſecute all thoſe who did plead, 
ind bear teftimony againſt the open breach of a 
worn Covenant and Engagement? We know no 
wecedent or parallel chat our Brethren can (ſhew 
for this, unlefle they fetcn it from the times of Po- 
rery and Prelacy. We might alſo (lay they) in- 
trutf, that though ſome very few Preſbyteries have re= 
uired of Intrants to the Minijtery,of whatſoever judge 
ment, that they ſhould promiſe not to trouble the peace 
j the Church With teſt needleſſe debates ; Tet, to our 
ſt knowledge, none of theſe eAtls have been de fafto 
« bar to hold out any godly man who was lawfully and 
iderly called and tried ; though we may but #00 juſtly 
complain how induſtrious and aftive they bave been to 
tbruſt-in men of their judgment , and cruſh godly and 
| | ble men, who did not agree with them, Though all 
| | thats here aſſerted were true, yet hath there been 
] coo 


bo 
l, 
: 
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too much miſchief done by theſe Acts, to wit, 
thruſting of godly men out of Elderſhips, Presby 
teries and Synods, and the barring of hopefu 
young-men from trials, in order to public 
preaching » and of able and godly ExpeRanj 
from being called and tried, in order to their en 
trance in the Miniſtery 3 becauſe they had no fi 
dom in their conlciences to take upon them thi | 
bonds required, which we have already ſet down: 
for, this AR, as ic hath kept ſundry Congregatiad | 
from calling Expe&ants of that judgment, becau.1 
there was no probable way how they could |} 
tried or admitted to the Miniftery ; So have ſur 
dry Expetants, being called, been thereby barrd x 
from proceeding to their trials z and ſundry rulint 
Elders been excluded from fitting and voring ij 
Presbyteries and Synods ; and ſundry hopeful + 
young=-men have been neceſſitated to remove frod , 
the Presbyteries and Provinces wherein they dj 
live, before they could be admitted to give ay 
proof of their gifts for preaching , which the 
ſolution Brethren throughout the Country do v 
well know to be a truth, that can be verified jr 
inſtructing of particulars in ſeveral Presbyteriqy 
and Synods. But beſides thoſe ſad cffeRts of thil 
ARts, which are here buried in filence, it ſeemetſ 
that the Authors of this Paper, though they woullſ 
fin deny, yet cannot get it avoided , that thi, 
As have been put in execution ; for, they af 
forced to confeſle, that ſome few Presbyteries hat 
required theſe bonds of Intrants to the Miniſter] a 
only they lay that they have been required of ma 
.of whatſoever judgment, as if they had required{h- 
of men of their own judgment, alell as of a of 
| Wil 


i 9 
t who are for the Proteftation 3 ſo ſerious are our 
9 Brethren in theſe matters, that it ſeems they love to 
ul jeft : Bur who gave them this power to require 
> theſe bonds of men of their own judgment, ſcing 
ni the AR ſpeaketh only of men of the other judge- 
e{ ment ? Or, if they do exerciſe it, Co they mean to 
bind up men of their own judgment from deba- 
th ring for the Prot: ſtation and againſt the Publick 
1 Reſolutions ? or, to bind chem up from debating 
a for the Publick Reſolutions, and againſt the Pro- 
Wreſtation > If ſo, why do they:themſelyes ſhew 
| tf them fo bad cxample in thcir Repreſentation and 
un Declaration, which are fraughted with debates of 
i that nature ? Why do they that teach others, not 
i teach thern ownlelves ? But whart rational man, 
| who readeth theſe As, will think that they were 
ful equally made for, or that they can be cqually ex=- 
Ml cended againſt men of both judgments ? Their 
'0912ft refuge is, That, to their beſt knowledge. none 
af of theſe As have been de fatto a bar to hold out 
any godly man , who was lawtvily and orderly 
vecalled and tried. We have already told them, that 
I Wit is a bar to keep ſome trom being called, and 
others from being cried 3 ard therfore this, though 
true, were but a ſophiſtication as to the point they 
fl ſpeak unto :; bur there is not truth in the thing it 
oWſelf, becanſe godly men, lawfully and orderly 
called and tryed, have been barred from entring 
' the Miniſterie by this AR, as themſelves do well 
mu know , and whereof we can give the inſtances. 
fel As to what they ſpeak of the proteſting Brethren, 
f that they may but too juſtly complain that they 
@{have been induſtrious and aCtive to thruſt-in men 
a" of their judgement; and to cruſh godly and able 
men 
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men who did not agree with them 2 it is but a| 
groundleſſe complaint, chat is as eafily denied as| 


'aflerted ; For our parts, we think that there is 
cauſe to wiſh there were more induftrie and a&i- 
vity amongſt the proteſting Brethren for their 
duty, and that there were more ability and god- 
linefſe amoneſt the Expectants who are of the 
Reſolution judgement. Next, they tell the pro- 
teſting Brethren , That though they make a pred 
noiſe of the Cenſures inflitted on ſome of their number, 
by the Aſſembly, 1651. yet they might ſay much 
the behalf of the Aſſembly their proceeding at thi 
time, and of their lenity, who did only cenſure four i 
pheir number ; Who yet have never ſubmitted to theſ, 


'Cenſures, and conſequently have the lejJe cauſe 80 com-| 


plain, Ir ſeemeth they do ſtill reſolve to juſlifi 
'all their unluckie proceedings to a tittle, and that 
they do rather repent that they have done (o little 
in perſecuting the proteſting Brethren, then tha 
they have done ſo much : Was it lenity, firſt, to 
ſuſpend and depoſe innocent men from their Mi- 
niſterie, becauſe of their witneffing againſt Co- 
venant=breaches, and then to ordain the Judict 
tories of the Kirk to proceed againſt them with 


the ſentence of Excommunication, if they ſhould 
not ſubmit to their unjuſt Cenfures > That they 
have not ſubmitted, was not becauſe of any abate: 
ment of rigor upon the partof the Brethren who 


are for the publick Reſolutions , ( they havine] 


cauſed ſome of theſe Sentences to be publickly in- 
timated, four or five years time after the enaRing 
of them, and having denyed to admit others g 
them as correſpondents, though clothed with 3 
commiſſion from their own Synods;for that effc8) 


but] 
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but from: the conſcience of their own innorencie 


and'of the iniquity and nulllity of thele Sentences, 


as being unjult in themſelves and proceeding 


| from theſe who had no Authority ; and yet, have 


they great cauſe tro complain, becauſe they have 
thereby not only been violently chruſt our of theſe 
Kirk- Judicatories, where the reſolution Brethren 
could carry the vote, bur'alfo have been expoſed? 
torailing and reproach and hazard from profane 
and malignant men throughout the Land,and ſun-" 
dry of them to ſuffering and perſecution from ill- 
affected perſons in their own Congregations; who 
have, upon that account, not only' ſeparated 
themſelves from their Minifterie, and fer up o:hers 


| according to their own heart: in their ſtead, bur 


done their utmoſt to thruſt them out of their ſta- 
tions, and when that could nor be obtained, have 
done whart they can to make their life a burden 
and comfortleſs unto themzin all which (for onghr 
thatever we did hear) they have been connived at 
by the reſolution Brethren ' and in moſt of theſe 
things countenanced and affifted, by nor a few of 
thc chief of them, who have thoitght ir good ſer= 
vice to God, ſo todo : bur blefled be His holy 
Majeſtie that hath not herein accompliſhed their 
defires , but hath uphoiden His weak Servants 
and keeped them from fainting in the day of 
their trouble, And though the refolution Bre= 


thren do now ſeem to proffer ſome mitization in 


the matter of theſe Cenſures yet is it (being duly 
weighed) in fuch a way and upon ſuch hard con- 
ditions as maketh it nothing upon rhe' mattter £ 
For why ? They donot —_ that thefe* CH " 
tha 
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ſhall be declared. void or null, or, that theſe Mi- 


niſters, notwithſtanding thereof, ſhall be declared 


fanding Miniſters of the Goſpel ; but after a | 


preface of the juſtice of theſe Cenſures, they are 
content that the Synods do take off the Cenſares 
that are upon their reſpe&tive Members ; which 
doth ſuppoſe , and lay for a gronnd, that they 
have been reall and juſt Sentences, rightly in- 
flied, for reall and juſt cauſes, and are now 
taken off (as theſe Brethren explain themſelves at 
the conference at E dinburgh ) for the Peace of the 
Church; which is, in ſtead of making them 
yoid, in effeR to eſtabliſh and fix them, as to the 
equity of them,however a diſpenſation be granted 
to theſe Brethren, whom they concern, to exer- 


cile their Miniſterie for Peaces ſake ; and neither | 
is even this to be done, but upon their giving aſſu- 


rance of their ſubmiſſion to the Judicatories ; that 
is, in our Brethrens ſenſe, never to counter: 
any of the Sentences of the Church- Judicatories 
hereafter, but to ſubmit thereunto, whether they 
be juſt or unjuſt, the iniquity whereof we {ſhall 
afterward diſcover. | 
But leaving theſe generall conſiderations, we 
ſhall rake notice of the inſufficiencie, inequality 
and iniquity of their propoſals for Union ard 
Peace. Firſt , They are inſufficient ; becauſe, 
t. There is no remedie, unlefle ic be a mock-re- 
medie, holden forth therein , as tothe matter of 
the publick Reſolutions, and the corrupt conſticu- 
tion of the two pretended Aſſemblies , at Saint 
Andrews, and Dundee,and Edinburgh,for preventing 
the like corrupt conſticucion for the time to _ ; 
Cn” ' whic 
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which things they know to be two great grounds 
of the proteſting Brethren their grievances. Theſe 
Brethren do in the conference at Edinburgh, No» 
vemb. 8. 1655. propound and defire» That the 
Atts of the Commiſſion of the General 4ſſembly,x650, 
concerning the publick Reſolutions, and their Decla- 
rations, and Warnings, and Atts reſulting thereupon,” 
and the Declarations and Atts of the two late contra 
verted 4ſJemblies of Dundee and Edinburgh, and all 
other Declarations and eAfts in Presbyteries and Sy= 
nods, that are the reſults thereof, be rendered of none 
effeft, in order to cenſure paſt or to come ; and alſo, 
ſo far 45 they do import, or may be alleaged 45 the 
pablick definitive judgement of this Kirk, or of any 


of the Fudicatories thereof , anent the matters con- 


—— 


tained therein, and that they be not re- atted in any 
time bereafter, Next, that it be declared, That the 
two controverted Aſſemblies at Saint Andrews, and 
Dundee, and Edinburgh, />all be, as to their conſti- 
tution in the things proteſted aud excepted againſt, no 
precedent nor prejudice to the conſtitution of future 
Generall Aſſemblies, Of all chat is contained in 
theſe defires » they do only proffer a ceſſation from 
the execution of theſe As, whereby a barr is 
l21d in the way to keep men who are not of their 
judgement from the Miniſterie, and that they 
ſhall agree that they be made void and null by the 
next Generall Aſſembly. - If it be ſaid, thac they 
do allo agree that the matter concerning the pub- 
lick Reſolutions be remitted to the Determination 
of a Generall Aſſembly. Ir is true, they do ſo, 
and that is the mock-remedie we ſpoke of, con= 
ceiving we haye juſt reaſon to call ic ſo; not 
| FE A only, 
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only, becauſe in the ſame place they will haye 
itan Aſſembly according to the eſtabliſhed order, 
which, being expounded according to the As | 
of their ewo late Aﬀemblies , importeth an ad- 
mitting of ſuch only ro be Members , who do 
acknowledge the conſtitution, and ſubmit to the | 
Acts of theſe Aſſemblics that ratified thele Reſo- 
lutions, and the things relating thereunto, all 
others by their eſtabliſhed order being incapable 
to be choſen Members ; but alſo, becauſe they are 
ſure to have an Aſſembly according to their mind, 
the plurality of Presbyteries being of that judge- 
ment, and the proteſting Brethren being (as they 
call them) but a ſmall number in compariſon of 
theſe who are for the publick Reſolutions. But |, 
haply , ſome will ſay, That the reſolution Bre- | 
thren cannot > without quitting of their judge- 
ment , condeſcend that the publick Reſolutions 
ſhall not hereafter be looked upon or acknow- 
ledged as the publick definitive judgement of the 
Kirk of Scotland, We know, that themſelves do 
ſo ſay, but of this we could never hear a fatisfy- 
ing reaſon from them ; and, we believe, men of 
more piercing judgements then we are, ſhall 
hardly reach it. 1s the repealing of one A&t of | 
that Afembly , to which they did vote, and 
which they do till in their judgements approve, 
as juſt and equitable upon the matter, a quitting 
of their judgements, more then the repealing of 
another, to which they did alſo vote, and do till 
approve of ? They are coment for the peace of 
che Church to repeal theſe Afts that do relate to 
the cenſuring of ſuch as do oppoſe thele Refolu- 

oY tions, 
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tiofis, ahd this they can do without condemning 
or quitting of their judgement : And may they 
not alſo, without condemning or quitting of their 
judgement, for the peace of the Church, repeal 
theſe As that declare theſe Reſolutions to be the 
definitive ſentence of the Kirk of Scotland? this 
would not be a quitting or altering their judg- 
ments concerning the things themſelves, but only 
the taking-off the Synodicall or Juridicall tye; 
not becauſe of any error in the things themſelves, 
but upon other extrinfick conſiderations, a thing 
very ordinary in Judicatories both Civil and 


| /Ecclefiaftick : And we believe, unbyafſed men 


will think that our Brethren , who profcfſe and 
publiſh che matter of the publick Reſolutions, to 
be a queſtion fo extrinſick to our DoErine, Wor- 
ſhip and Government, and a debate now fo tar 
remoyed out of our way, are bound the rather fo 
todo, becauſe our Dofrine, Worſhip and Go- 
vernment can receive no prejudice by taking-off 
2 Synodicall tye in matters of opinion that are ſo 
extrinſick thereto. If our reſolution Brethren do 
indeed judge them fo extrinfick, and yer will not 
herein condeſcend, they give more then -caule 
eyen to indifferent men, to apprehend that all their 
profeſſions for , and pretenſions unto Peace, are 
but profefſious and pretenſious ; or elſe, that they 
mean to hold up the totrering foundations of theſe 
rotten Reſolutions, in order to ſome new fabrick 
that they intend to build thereupon when oppor= 


tunity (hall ſerve, unto the producing of the like 


or worſe diviſions and perſecutions in the Church 


then they have formerly brought forth, 
-F 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Theſe Propoſals of theirs are unſufh- 
cient, becauſe they do contain or hold forth no 
eff:tuall means for purging of the Lords Houſe 
of inſufficient and ſcandalous and corrupt Mini- 


Ners and Elders, which is one of the main defires | 


propounded by the proteſting Brethren, and one 
of the moſt neceſiary duties that lyeth upon the 
Church at this time, there being ſo many of that 
ſort in the Land : they do in this particular give 
them a number of good words, but when they 
are compared with their practices and perfor- 
mances , they ſhall be found but words and no 
more; they tell them that they d» not contravert 
With them in this buſmeſſe , having often profeſſed 


their Wwillingneſſe to go about that Work in th? moſt | 


ſtritt way, according to Juſtice, and the common rules 
of Church= Tudicatories in ſuch caſes ; and that they 
have not only often intreated them to unite upon this 
very account, that the work of purging might be 
earried-0n more effettually, but have upon all occaſi- 
ons of any report of ſcandall or infouffcienti , laid 
forth themſelves to the utmoſt to try and examine the 
truth thereof, and have not been wanting in infliftin 
due cenſure for any thing that at any time Was yew. 
When we read theſe words, our ſpirits were filled 
with aſtoniſhment and grief, and what anſwer to 
return to ſuch afſeyerations, we donor know, un- 
lefle it be to commit the cauſe unto God, who 
knoweth thcir way in theſe matters, and whether 
they have made conſcience of the work of purg= 
ing theſe ſeven years paſt, or have negleRed 
and obſtruſted the ſame ; yea, have in a great 
meaſure undone what was formerly done —_ 
OW 
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How few inſufficieht, ſcandalous Miniſters, ſince 
the birth of theſe publick Reſolutions to this day: 


| have been removed from bearing charge in the 


Houle of God, and how many ſuch have been 


| broupht-in 2 We do believe that it may be truely 


— ———__—_— 


aſſerted, that the reſolution Brethren in one Sy- 
nod fince that time have brought in moe, who 
were formerly publickly cenſured for their ſcan» 
dalous and malignant carriage, then all the Sy=- 
nods in Scotland, of that judgemevt, have purged 
out, There be in one Synod nine or ten ſuch 
brought into the Miniſtery, beſides four or five 
others, whoſe mouths are opened to preach pub- 


| lickly, and likewiſe ſome others who are con- 
| nived atto preach and adminiſter the Ordinances, 


notwithſtanding of their being twice depoſed for- 
merly , becauſe of grofſe offences. Let them 
name us, if they can, ſo many purged-out by 
the Reſolution-party in all the Synods of their 
way theſe ſeyen years paſt ; Why then do they 
ſpeak ſuch big words of their willingnefle to, 
and aRivity in purging ? Yea, who knoweth not 
that many of their party oppoſe Union upon this 


very accompt, and that even good men amongſt 


them, who were wont to be of another ſpirit, are 
too flow and backward in this duty, by which it 
hath come to paſſe that a few procefles that have 
by importunity been ſer on foot againſt ſome 
naughty men in ſome Synods, have by the Reſo- 
lution Brethren their exerciſing their wits and in- 
ventions to find out and caſt in legal ſhews of de- 
fence, ſuch as variety of exceptions againſt witneſ= - 
ſes, and gloſſes upon their depoſitions, and ſuch-- 

F 4 like 
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like, beeh rendred more tedious, and myolved in 
moe notional debates thay readily are to be found 
atthe mott licigious Civil Bar ; and after all;theſe 
things have come but to a poor iſſue in the end, 
yery few ( if any) of thele men being depoſed from 
the Miniſtery, notwithſtanding of many aid gro( 


ſcandals which they do lye under. It is the ſad| 


complaint of the Godly, that the fmplicity of the 
Goſpcl, and the good old way that was wont ty 
be uſcd in rhe Church, in the trying of inſufficient 
and ſcandalous Miniſters is forſaken, and fuch 2 
way taken as rather giveth them ground and en: 
couragement to cover and hold faſt their. iniquity, 
than doth contribute co the convincing of their 
conſciences and making them acknowledge their 
fin , by which it comes to paſſe that poor ſouls, 
who groan under the burden, are diſcouraged to 


offer the grounds of their grievance, as much dif+ | 


pairing to find any remedy thereof : But, ſay the 
Reſolution Brethren, they are ſo far from foreſluWing 
or obſtructing purging , that, to delare their readmejſe 
and ſmacerity in that matter, they arc content, if their 
Brethres be not ſatufied with the Rules of procedure 


bitherto agreed upon, that they condeſcend upon the | 
ſtrifteſt Rules can be deſired in juſtice for trial and cen- 


ſure, and that they [hall be willing to obſerve them : 
providing they he Rules binding for all, and to which 
all will ſubmit, both we and they, To which we an- 

ſwer; firſt, That they do not adhere unto, nor put 

-3n praQtice the Rules already agreed upon, to what 
purpoſe then ſhould new Rules be agreed upon? 

Ic was formerly agreed upon, That Synods ought, 

in the caſc of the negligence of Presbyteries, to ap- 

point 
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point Vifitations for triai and cenſure in their ſe- 
veral bounds : but in very few of the Synods of 
the Reſolution judgment have there been any ſuch 
Vifitations appointed or kept fince theſe Reſoluci= 
ons had a being , albeit Pres byteries be negligent 
of their duty ; yea, iundiy Brethren in ſundry of 
theſe Synods ſhew chemſelves diflatisfied with, 
and ſpeak agai::ft ſuch Viſitations ; And as long 
as the Synods themſelves do not praCtile them, 
there bcing ſo much need of them, how can we 
otherwayes judge but that they do di{like ther > 
Secondly, It was formerly agreed upon, That the 
Kirk-judicatories might, in the trial of Miniſters, 
proceed by way of Inquiſition : but -now this is 
diſfented- from and caften- at by many of the Re= 
ſolution Brethren , who will have no trial ; fome 
of them without a Libcl. and others of them with= 
our a Libel and an Accuter too, engaging to prove 
his Alleageance under pain uf being cenſured as a 
Slanderer. Thirdly, Sundry things, ſuch as druns 
kenneſle, ſwearing &c. which were formerly pro- 
ceeded againſt with the cenfures of Sulpenfion and 
Depoſition, are now fo exttnnated by many of 


| theſe Brethren, that they do refuſe to cenſure them 
' With theſe Cenſures, unlefſe the habirs or many 
| continued re- iterated as of theſe things can be 


proven; And yet the Authors of this Declara+ 


| tion do fo talk, as if all the Brethren of that judg- 


ment did ftriftly adhere unto, and were unani- 
mous about the former way of procedure in the 
trial and cenſure of Miniſters s but beſides this 
departure from former Rules, they do but trifle 
when they ſay, that they are content that the Pro- 

telting 
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teſting Brethren condeſcend upon the ftricteft 
Rules can be defired in juſtice for trial and cenſure, 
becauſe it is alwayes with the ſuppoſal of this 
foundation which they have already laid, to wit, 


Thar theſe Rules ſhall be applied or executed by 
men of their own judgment, who are che plurality 


in Presbyteries and Synods > And what purging 
we may expect from them, thele (cven years pra- 
fice do now (tſficiently manifeſt. 

Thirdly , The inſufficiency of theſe Propoſals 


doth appear from this, That they do offer and hold 


forth no remedy for the grievance of the Proteſting 
Brechren, and of the Godly throughout the Land, 
in che matter of planting Congregations upon the 


Call of the plurality in Paroches, many of which | 


are ignorant, and diſaffeRted, and malignant , by 
which ic comes to paſſe that men get into the Mis 
| Niſtery; that cannot ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to a 
weary ſoul, and who diſcountenance piety and 
godlinefle, which ( if there be not ſome effetual 
remedy provided againſt it ) cannot but prove an 
evil very deſtruRive to the Church, and affliting 
to all who do unfeignedly defire and ſeek the ad- 
yancement of the Goſpel, and of the Kingdom of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
* Fourthly, Theſe Propoſals do not mention any 
remedy againſt ſuch Miniſters, Expe&ants and 
Schoolmaſters, who were depoſed or filenced, or 
removed from their Charges by General Afſſem- 
blies or Synods, or their Commiſſioners, or by 
Presbyteries before theſe differences did ariſe, and 
have again intruded themſelves, or are reponed in- 
to publick ations in the Miniſtery, or _— or 
| ave 
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haye their mouthes opened by Presbyteries or Sy= 
|nods,without confeſſion and acknowledgement of, 
$/and repentance for all the particulars contained in 
their ſentence and otherwile, then is provided in 
the Acts of uncontroverted General Aſſemblies : 
Nor do they hold forth any thing as to the way of 
calling of a General Aſſembly, and the eleRing of 
Commiſſioners thereunto, and bandling of mat- 
ters therein ; all which, as alſo the giving of mu- 
; [tual evidence and aſſurance in matters concerning 
| [the DoRrine, Worſhip, Dilcipline and Governe 
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ment of this Church , and the enemies of Truch 
and Godlinefle, and the work ot Retormation, for 
| adhering unto theſe Articles of our Covenants, 
{and the ſolemn publick Confeſſion of Sins and 
| Engagement unto Duties, and all the Atts of un= 
| controverted Aſſemblies relating thereunto, in the 
literal! and genuine ſenſe and meaning thereof, 
which were propounded by the Brethren for the 
Proteſtation in the Conference at Edinburgh, Ny- 
ember 1655. as conducible and fir means to the 
nog up of a folid Union and well-grounded 
ences 
In the next place, we deſire it to be conſidered, 
Whether theſe Overtures of #nivn and Peace pro- 
nr by theſe Brethren, be not very uncquall : 
thath been, and is their manner to profeſle and 
print, that they are willing to offer very <quall 
tearms of Perce ; So in the ninth page of this IDe- 
claration, That they have already offered, that tough 
they hold faſt their own judgment , yet they will not 
impoſe upon the Proteſting Brethren their judgments 


in the matter of their firſt difference, But theſe pro- 
{cſſions, 
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feffions notwithſtanding, they do in ſundry pan the 
culars impoſe upon their judgement ; As firſt, in 5 
the matter of the Proteſtation : They do requiretha|** 
theſe Brethren do declare, thar their Proteftationg ; 

againſt che rwo late controverted Aflemblies and n 
their Reſolutions and ARs therunto relating, ſhall * 
not hereafter be made ule of in any Judicatory o | 
this Kirk, for.continuing ( as they are pleaſed to 
expreſle ir) or holding up debates about the mat- 
ter of our preſent differences ; So in their Paper of / 
the Gixteenth of Nbember 1655. in the Conference]: 
at Edinburgh, which in another Paper of the 24. |, 
November at chart Conference, they expound thug, : 
That their meaning is,chat they ſhall not make uſe "yp 
of theſe Proteſtarions in any Judicatory to call in (h 
queſtion and anul che Conſticution and Authority|, 
of theſe two late Aﬀſemblies ; which if the pro-|; 

teſting Brethren ſhould conſent unto, would upon kh 
the matrer make them to condemn their own wo 
judgement, and infer their paſſing from, and re- [94 
nouncing of theſe Proteſtacions in fo far as they |, 
mighr be a remedie againſt the corrupt Conſtitu- þ;, 
tion of theſe two Aflemblies, in order to which |, 

they did conceive themſelves bound in duty and |, 
conſcience to make them ; yea, it ſhonld with 1 
their conſent make way to eſtabliſh for the future hs 
the Conſtitution and Authority of theſe two Al 8 
ſemblics, becauſe it ſhould with their own con- 
fent, take our of the way all the legall barr that is by 
Randing againft that Conſtitution ard Auth |, 
rity. Secondly, What greater impoſing can chere |, 
be upon their judgements, or what more unequal |, 
conditions of Peace can be propounded unto _ 
| chen 
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| then to require thar they ſhould engage themſelves 
to an abloluce and unlimited fubmiffion to the 
i Sentences of the Kirk- judicatories,eſpecially when 
[the Reſolucion Brethren are nor only the plurality 
in moſt of the Judicatories > but when many of 
| them are not ſuch for qualification and carriage 
as they ought to be z What were this bur to give- 
ap their judgments and conlſciences unto the meer 
arbitriment and will of men» to be impoſed upon 
c|Þy them, and ruled at their pleaſure >? Thirdly, 
How unequal a Propoſal is it , that the matters 
lin difference ſhall be referred and ſubmitted to 
[the determination of the next General Aﬀembly, 
'\when moſt of the Miniſters of the Land, of whom 
"that Aembly is in all probability ro be made up, 
'|(how contrary to the Covenant, and many Acts 
'|and Declarations of former uncontroverted Af 
\emblies is already declared) have engaged them= 
klyes many wayes for theſe Reſolurions, which 
 krethe gromnd of the difference. Thele few pare 
ficulars may make ir appear that the Refoluti- 
bn Brethren do not walk with an equal and even 
bot in their Propoſals ; We mean, they do not 
fer ſuch tearms of Peace as are cqually free of 
mpoſing upen either party , or do cqually yec1d 
ks much as they require ; which we do not take 
 hotice of as if chis were a commendable and ap- 
Iroven way in the things of God, we judge it 
bur the effeR of the wiſdom of the flelh and to 
[ell rankly of a carnal poltick ſpirit, to half 
nd divide the thiugs of God, for making Peace 
mongſt men : But co diſcover that our Brethren 
| not walk up to their own profeſſions in the 
Inatter 


, 


— > — _ — ——— outer ach —_ w—_— oy 
ED Io on nn = =—T r= = SE _==2R.,zD5 = = i 
pa PD OL = — o_ m—_ — — 
- — _ — pan—_— WT © eee es _ _ ——— — 
R— = — ——_— —— = IX ——"U 


WEEZER Oo TIERED III 


_— ————— 


— - 
_ II IIS 
> = ellorn— oo oy = 
== I- © = 
os = 


| 94 
matter of Union and Peace , and that whileſt theylt9 
would make the Nation and the World beljeye)ti: 

thac they offer equal Conditions, and do nor de-|P!t 
fire in any thing to impoſe upon their Brethren bY 
yet their Conditions are very unequal , and that! 
they would higbly impoſe upon them. [or 
| Bur ifthe Oveccures for Uaion and Peace, pro-jMi 
pounded by theſe Brethren, were inſufficient and|Mf 
unequall only , chough upon theſe ewo branches 
there be juſt ground for the Proteſting Brethren to a 
deny them entertainment z yet were they more to- 
lerable, ifthey did not involve injuſtice and inj-|* 
quity > which might be ſhewed in ſundry particu-|*% 
lars : But this Anſwer having drawn to a greater th 
length then was art firſt intended , we thall now|'* 
only ſpeak to thatone , in which theſe Brethren (0 
aſſzre the eſſence and being of Presbyteriall Go» P 
yernment to conſiſt ; and for denying of which, v 
they hold forth the Protefting Brethren , as men 
that have receded from their former principles, 
and haye in their judgments and practiſes turned W 
adverſaries to the very being of the Govyernmen |3 
co wit, That arbitary and unlimited ſubmiſſion to |: 
the Senrences of the Church-judicatories , in mat- 
ters of Diſcipline and Government, which is re- | 
quired by theſe Brethren. We have already ſpoke |" 
unto the ſtate of the queſtion , and have (hewed | 
how far ſubmiſſion to the Sentences of the Judi |'s 
catories of the Kirk is condeſcended and yeelded 
unto by the Proteſting Brethren ;- as alſo , how far |? 
it is urged and required by the Brethren for the 
Reſolutions, and what Reaſons and Grounds they 
do bring for their judgement in that particular, ) 
tq 
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towhich we have anſwered. It now remaineth 
«|that we ſhould bring cheſe Reaſons , that ſeem to 


, 
an 


plead the unwarrantableneſs and iniquity of that 


',| Submiſſion required by them, that if they can con- 


] 
at 


reniently ſarisfie cherein,they may be receded from; 
lor if otherwiſe » that they may ceaſe to urge that 


matter any further ; or at laſt, rhat indifferent 
j\perſons may know that it is not refuſed , but upon 
«weighty reaſons. Before we propound our Ar- 


ument » we (hall premiſe ſome common and 
own truths, concerning Church- Judicatories, 
and their Decrees and Sentences; As, I. That (to 
expreſs it in Calvins words, in the eight chap. of 
the fourth book of his Inſtitutions ) whatſoever 
reverence or dignity is by the Spirit of God in 


'the Scriptures given » whether to the Priclis, or 


Prophets, or Apoſtles, or their ſucceſſors, all of it is 
piven not properly to men themſelves , but tothe 
Miniſtery, wherewhtih they are clothed 3 or (to 
ſpeak more expeditly ) ro the Word ; the Miniftery 
wherof is commicted unto them, Exod, 3.4.Exod.1 4. 
3t. Deut.17.9. Mal. 2, 4 6. Deut, 17. 10. Exthe 3c 
17. Jer. 23. 28, Jer,1.6, Matth, 28, 19, Atts 15. 
Io, &c. 2, That as their Authority is founded up= 
0n, and wholy derived from the Word of God ; ſo 
in the adminiſtration and exerciſe thereof, thy are 
in all things to walk according to this rule,T/2. 8. 
19, 20, Mal. 2.6, 7. Matth. 28,19. 
Church-power is not a Lordly and Magifterial- 
Power > but a Lowly and Minifterial- power , not 
in abſolute and Autocratorick , but a limited and 
Hyperetick- power ; and that Church Decrees and 


Sentences are all of them regule regulate, rules that 
arc 


2-. That. 
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are ſubordinated,and do not binde but in the Lord, 
and fofar as they are conform to that firſt inflex- 
ible and un-erring-rule , preſcribed by Himſelf, 
Luke 22, 24, 25, 26. 27, Gal. 6.16. 1 Peter 5. 2, ;, 
a Tim, 3. 15, 16, 7. I Theſ, 5. 12, Epheſ, 6.1, 
Calvm treating of Church-power, faich wel], Nx 
eſt igitur Ecclefie potejtas infinita , ſed ſubjetta Verhy 
Domini, & in co quaſt incluſa. Inſt. ib. 4, cap. 8, 
4 That all Church-judicatories - whether Con- 
gregational-Ederſhips, or Presbyteries or Synody 
whether Provinciall or Nationall , or cxcumenick, 
being conſtituted of men thar are weak , frail and 
zgnorant in part,are in their detcrminations fallible 
and ſubje& to Error, T/ai. 4o. 6, 7.8. Rom. 3, 4, 
T'Cor, 13.9, 12. 5. That in ſo faras any of theſe 
do aRually erre and decline from the Truth , they 
do in'fo far at without power arid autnority from 
20 Chriſt : They can do nothing ( of them- 
ſelves , they may do , bur not by His Commiſſton 
and Warrant ) againſt the Truth , bur for the 
Fruth , 2 Cor. 13. 8, The Power which He hath 
ou them being to Edification , and not to De- 
ftruRion,2 Cor. 13,12, 6. Sad experience,almoſt 


' 


in-every generation , doth teach us, that Church | ; 


euides and Church-judicatories do ofcentimes de- | 
cline from the (treight- wayes of the Lord, and des | 
cree unrighteous decrees, and write gri-yous 
things, which they have preſcribed, 1/a. 9. 15, 16, 
Fer. 8.8, 9. Mal.2, 8,9. Fer. 2.8, And that whileſt 
they are boaſting of the Authority given to them 
of God, and ot their skill in the Law, and profeſ- 
ſmg to walkaccording thereto , they are peryerting 
the precious Truths of God and perſccucing __ 

who 
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who cleave thereunto, Jer: 18. 18. I/a, 66. 5. 
Joh, 7.. 48, 49. 7- That the ſame Lord, who 
hath commanded us not to deſpiſe Propheſying» 


1 Theſe. 5.19. hath alſo commanded us to prove all - 
| things, and to hold faft chat which is good,ver.20, 


And no to believe every ſpirit, but to cry the ſpi- 


rits - whether they be of God , becauſe many falle - 


prophets are gone forth into the world, 1 7ob. 4. r, 


| And that whatſoever is not of Baith is ſin,Rom. 14. 


15. And that we ought not to be the ſervants of 
men , I Cor, 7. 23. That is to do things ( eſpecially 
in the matters of God) for which we have no other 
warrant,but the mear pleaſure & wil of men, which 


| the apoſtle Peter calls living to the luſts of men,and 


not to the wil of God,1 Pect.4.2. And that it is ther= 
fore both the duty and priviledpe of every Church= 
member, and ofevery inferior Church-judicatory, 


| to examine by the judgement of diſcretion every 


thing which the Church-authority joyneth, whe- 
ther it be agreeable or repugnant to the rules of the 
Word; and if after a diligent and imparrtiall ſearch 
it be found repugnant , they are not to bring their 
conſciences in bondage therto,neither is the allow - 


ing and exercifing of the judgement of deſcretion 
| by inferiours , the ſetting them as judges over their 


| ſuperiours, or making them tranſgreſs the line, or 


limits of that due ſubordination and ſubmiſſion ap- 
pointed unto them of God, Proteſtanc Divines 
in their writings > de judice Controverſtarum have 
fully anſwered chis z and (hewed us , Thar it doth 
not make a private man or an inferiour , Judge of 
the Sentences and Decrees of his ſuperiours, but 
only of his own aRions. Having premilcd theſe 

| | G things 


gs ua" | 
things, we offer theſe Reaſons againſt the Submil- 
fion,fo much pleaded for by our Brethren. 

Firſt, This ſubmiſſion, we mean an abſolute 
ſubmiſſion, or ſuch a ſubmiſſion as is comprehen- 
five of ſubjeRion to ſuch Decrees and Sentences 
of Church- Judicatories as are upon the matter, 
and for the ground of them unjuſt and repugnant 
to the Word of God, hath neither precept nor 
precedent for it in the Book of God 3 it any man 
ſay, it hath, we deſire him to bring it forth : we 
know that the Lord did enjoyn His People under 
the OldTeſtament, under very ſevere puniſhments, 
to do according to the ſentence which they ſhould 
be taught by the Prieſts, the Levits, in the place 


which the Lord {thould chooſe, Dent. 17. 9, Io, | 


It, 12. ButCaldi: telleth us well, bi de ijs qudi- 
endis agitur , ibi nominatim ponitur , ut ſecundum 
Legem Dei reſpondeant : That in the ſame Scrip- 
ture where it is commanded to hear them, that it 
is alſo commanded, that they ſhould anſwer ac- 
cording to the Law of the Lord. We alto knoy, 
that under the New Teſtament we are com- 
manded to obey them thar have the rule oyer us, 


and to ſubmit our ſelves, but it is in the Lord, 
IL TheſJ. 5.12. that which we call for is ſome pree. 


cept or binding precedent in Scripture,that hoſdeth 


forth ſubmiſſion to an Eccletiaftick Determina« | 


tion or Sentence, that 1s unjuſt and contrary to 
the Word of God. | 

2. Iris contrary to clear Scripture precepts and 
Scripture precedents : to Scripture precepts, fuch 
as theſe, Be not ſervants of men, IT Cor. 7. 23s 
Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
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bath made us free, and be not intangled again With: 


the yoke of bondage, Gal. 5. 1. It is better to obey 


' Gad then men, AQ. 5.29, Preach the Word, be 
inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. Ds 


this in remembrance of me,t Cor.11. 24, To refrain 
from duty upon the meer will and commandment 


| of men, is to be a ſervant unto men, and to be- 


ray Chriſtian liberty, and to be intangle d with 
the yoke of bondage, and to obey man rather 
then God : and to fay, that we will not preach 


[the Goſpel, nor receive the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper, though God hath commanded us 
ſo to do; Let us ſuppoſe that a man duely quali 
fied is ſuſpended from the Sacrament of che Lords 


Supper, or from the exerciſe of the Miniftrie, or 


excommunicated and caft out of the Church, 
becauſe of his prefling and holding forth ſome 
precious Truth of God, which a Kirk- Judica- 
tory condemneth for a !iz, and paſſeth ſuck Sen- 
tences and Cenſures upon him becauſe' he doth 
adhere thereunto ; Shall we ſay, that this man is 
bound not ro communicate, not to preach the 
Goſpel, to abſent himſelf from the felloyſhip 
and Prayers of the Saints? Our Brethren will 
| haply tell us, that he is Bound for Peaces ſake fo to 


| do, till his appeal be diſcufſed. But what ſhall 


| the innocent man do when it is diſcuſſed againſt 
him, and the unjuſt ſentence of tie inferiour Ju- 
dicatorie confirmed by the fuperiour 2 ſhall he 
goto a higher, and when he is gone to the higheſt, 
2nd is condemned there to0,(as Chriſt was cruci- 
Hed at Jeruſalem,) what will they now allow him? 
will they have him (ill co be a feryant of men, 

G 2 and 
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and till to be in bondage? and though the Lord 
2 hath commanded him to preach the Go- 
pel , and ſaid unto him, Wo unto thee, if thou 
preach not the Goſpel ; and hath — 
him, cocat of His body, and drink of His bloud, 
and not to forſake the afſembling himſelf with 
the Saints of God ; yet, becauſe men pro arbi. 
ftratu & imperio ; yea, becauſe of his adhering w 
the Truth of God which they have rejeRed and 
condemned, hath forbidden him ſo todo ; That 
be ſhall not obey God, this ua hard ſaying, Who can 
receive it? Tt 1s alſo contary to clear Scripture pre- 
cedems, Jeremiah was often commanded by the 
Authoriry both Ecclefiaſtick and Civil to for- 
bear ſpeaking of the Word of the Lord ; yet did 
he give no ſubjeRion to the ſentence, either of the 
one or of the other, but went on in his Miniſtrie, 
notwithſtanding of all the Inhibitions and Cen- 
ſures paſt againſt him , Chap. 26. ch, 32. <, 37, 
and ch, 38, Amos was commanded by Amaziab 
the Prieſt, to propheſie no more at Betel, becaulc 
it was the Kings Chappell and the Kings Court ; 
yet he did not ſubmit, but did counteraR chat 
commandment , and did continue to prophefie in 
the Name of the Lord , Amos 5. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
Daniel was commanded to make no petition to 
any God or Man for thirtie dayes, ſave to King 
Darius; yet did he-not ſubmit , but counteraR, 
by goins into his houſe, and opening his 
Chamber-window towards Jeruſalem, and 
kneeling on his knees three times a day, and pray- 
ing, and giving thanks before His God as he 
did aforetime , Wan. 6,6, 7, 8, 9,10, The Jor 
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did agree, -that if any man did confeſſe that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt, he (honld be put out of the Sy= 
nagogue ; yet did the poor man, whoſe eyes 
He had opened , confefſe Him openly ; and 
though he was actually caft out for doing of it, 
yet did he not ſubmit, but went on to confeſle 
Him (till, Foh.g. 22, 30, 31, 32, 33» 34, 35, 36s 
37 38- The Apoſtles were commanded once and 
again by the Council at Jeruſalem, not to ſpeak 
nor teach any more in the Name of FESXS; 
bur they told them, that they could not but ſpeak 
the things which they had ſeen and heard , and 
that they ought to ebey God rather then men, and 
notwithſtanding they were firſt threatened, and 
afterwards impriſoned , and thirdly beaten by 
them for ſo doing 3 yet did they not ſubmit nor 
forbear, bur daily in the Temple and from houſe 
to houſe they ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus 
Chriſt, A, 4. 19, 20, 21. 44.5. 17, 18, 29, 40, 
42, Paul being accuſed, firſt before Feſtus, and 
afterwards before Felix, the Roman Deputies, 
That he was a peſtilent fellow, and a moyer of 
ſedition amongſt the 7ews throughout the world, 
and a ring-leader of the Se& of the Nutzarens, 
who alſo had gone about to profane the Temple z 
Did not only appeal to Ceſar, but went on in his 
courſe, and preached the Goſpel, and preached 
that the Jews killed the Lord Jeſus , and their 
own Prophets, and perſecuted the Apoſtles, and 
pleaſed not God, and were contrary to all men, 

Ad, 24.5, 6. eAtt. 25.7, $,9,10. I Theſſ, 2,15, 
3. This ſubmiſſion dethroneth Jeſus Chriſt, 
who only hath power _ the conſciences of men, 
3 to 


( 102 ) 
to bind them by His Authority, by attributing | 
ſuch a Power and Authority to Church- Judica- 
torics as doth bind mens conſciences upon their 
meer arbitrement and pleaſure + for , we muſt 
be ſubjeR, becauſe they will have it fo, though 
the reaſon why they command this ſubjeRion, to 
Wit, our ſuppoſed dclinquencie, be a meer 103 ens 
and ſuch as bath no foundation in truth and equi» 
ty. If it be told us, that the conſcience is not 
bound, becaule the judgement is filleftfree, and 
the outward afts only reſtrained. We would 
have our Brethren co remember , that ſome of 
themſelves, and others who did oppoſe confor- 


mity to the Ceremonies, did tell the Prelats and 
their party, when they uſed this defence againſt 
the argument taken from binding the conſcience, 
to wit, That if the bare Authority of an Eccle- 
Gaſticall Law, withour any other reaſon then the 
will and pleaſure of men, be made to reſtrain us 
in the uſe of chings which are in themſelves indif 
ferent, then is Chriſtian liberty taken away; 
and if fo in things. indifferent , how much more 


is it ſo in things neceflary, ſuch as keeping fel- | 


lowſhip with the Aſſembly of the Saints in pubs 


lick Prayers and Praiſes, and eating and drink | 


ing at the Table of che Lord, and. preaching the 
Goſpel, &c. the praftice whereof are things com- 
manded of God unto perſons duely qualified and 
inſftrued thereunto. IF it be ſaid, That theſe 
things ceaſe to be obliging duticsto ſuch a perſon 
big & nunc, andthar the ſentence of the Church 
commanding him to abſtain, looſeth him from 
the obedience.that. he doth otherwiſe owe _ 

c 
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the Commandment of God : we deſire a war< 
rant from the Scripture of Truth for ſuch Do- 
&rine, as thac which preferreth the Command= 
ments of men unto the Commandments of God, 
and ſay, That it is better to obey men than God. 
Shall the ſole will and meer pleaſures of men looſe 
2a man from the obligation he oweth unto the 
Commandments of God ? If fo, let us no more 
blame the Pope for diſpenſing with divine Laws. 
I cannot abſtain from raking Chriſt's body and 
bloud , or from preaching the Goſpel, faith the 
innocent man, unjuſtly ſentenced , becauſe I am 
thereunto called and commanded of God. Bur 
faith the Synod or Kirk-judicatory, We have com- 
manded you to abſtain, and therefore you ſhould 
abſtain, and may be ſatisfied in your conſcience fo 
todo; becauſe our Command looſeth you- from 
the Commandment of God. Hence a fourth Ar- 
gument. 

4- This ſubmiſſion concludeth a man under a 
neceſſity of finning againſt God, by omitting thoſe 
neceſſary duties that are commanded him of God, 
upon a non-releyant reaſon, to wit, the meer will 
and pleaſure of men , to whom God hath given 
no power againſt the Truth, but for the Truth 
no power to deſtruRtion, but to edification. | 

- 5. If ſuch a ſubmiſſion! be due to the Judica-' 
tories of the Kirk in matters of Diſcipline and Go= 
vernment , We do not ſee how it is'not allo due 
unto them in matters of Do&rine and Worſhip. 
The authoritative and juridical power belonging: 
to Claſſes and Synods is threefold , Dogmatich,,' 
Diataftick and Critick, Dos tmatick, in reference to' 

G 4 matcers 


: _ C2104) | 
matters of Faith and Rules of Worſhip , which 
God hath laid down and preſcribed to us in His 
Word , and the inconſiſtency of herefies, errors, 
and corruptions therewith. Diatactick, in rc- 
ference to external order and policy in matters cir- 
cumſtantial,relating to time; place and perſons, the 
conveniency whereof is determinable by the light 
of Nature and Chriſtian prudence, and the general 
Rutes of the Word ; ſuch as theſe, That we ſhould 
do all to the glory of God, to the edification of 
the Church, and in order and decency, &c. Cri- 
tick, in reference to the repreſfling of Scandal, Er- 
ror, Herefie, Schiſm, Obſtinacie and Contempt, 
and preſerving of the Purity of the Truth, and Ho- 
linefle of Converſation, and Unity of Judgment 
and Aﬀection in the Church of God, by exerci« 
ſing the ſpiritual cenſures of Admonition, Suſpen- 
fion from the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, 
Excommunication and Suſpenſion, and- Depoſi- 
tion from the Miniſtery. Now all theſe Powers 
being authoritative, and in their determinations 
and exerciſe confined unto, and circumſcribed 
within the bounds of the Word of God, for their 
rule and being, given to the Church for edifica- 
tion and not for deſtrattion. We would defire 
from our Brethren a Reaſon, why the Critick- 
power ſhould be more binding than the other ? 
or, why ſubmiſſion is due to an unjuſt ſentence 
proceeding from the Critick-power, whileſt it is 
not due to any erroneous or corrupt Decree pro- 
ceeding from the Dogmatick or DiataRick power; 
Hatch God put more honour and reſpe&t upon the 
laſt than upon the two firRt > Or, hath He given 
greater 
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( 105 ) | 
greater latitude in the exerciſe of the laſt hor of 
'theewo firſt? or, is the laſt binding by the meer 
will and arbitrement of men, whileſt the two fiſt 
| bind only when agreeable to the Word of Gcd : 
It our Brethren do ſo judge, We defire ro know 
where theſe foundations of difference betwixe 
theſe powers are written, or what they do bring 
for them from the Bock of God ? or, how in 
reaſon they can conſiſt , when the I: ſhall be 
contrary to the two firſt > And if this ſubmiſſion 
be equally due to the judicatories of the Kirk in 
all the three; then if they (hall determine that Ju» 
fification by Faith alone is an error, That Com= 
munion under both kinds is not neceſſary, That 
kneeling is a neceſſary geſture at the Sacrament 
That it is neceflary to forbear working on Yule= - 
day and to keep it holy, and ſuch like z Weare 
bound not to profeſie, nor preach, tor a&t con- 
rary to theſe their determinations : which were 
o be aſhamed of, and to deny the Lord Jeſus and 
His Word before men, and to bring upon our 
ſouls the dreadfull Goſpel-curſe of His denying, 
and being aſhamed of us before His Father and 
the Angels which are in Heaven, Matth, 10, 33. 
Mark, 8. 38. Luke 26. 
| 6. But upon ſuppoſal that this ſubmiſſion were 
tot due to the Decrees of the Church in matters of 
Doftrine, Worſhip and external Order, by vertue 
of the Dogmatick and Diataftick power in them- 
flves ; yet the afferting of it in matters of Diſci- 
line (hall alſo neceſſarily infer the aſſerting of it 
n matters of Dorine and Worſhip, and external 
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- T650. did declare, That a great company ah 
faction of wicked men, ſons of Beizal, being ſub. 
Jets, may and ought, in the caſe of neceſlity, be! 
imployed in a Chriſtian; Army and Covenanted 
Nation, for the defence of Religion and the Coun. 
try- And the Aﬀembly at St. Andrews and Dundee, 
in anno I651. do by vertue of their Dogmatick- 

ower approve of, and ratifie this DoCtrine and 
O95". and do withall by their Critick- 
power appoint and ordain, That whoſoever wil 
not ſubmit to this Determination , but ſhall op 
pole by profeſſing or preaching otherwiſe, (hal 
be proceeded againſt with the cenſures of the Kirk, 
We ask, whether theſe cenſures, being put in exe- 
cution, by ſuſpenſion from the Sacrament, again} 
theſe who profeſſe otherwiſe, or by Suſpenfion or 
Depofition from the Miniftery, againſt thoſe who 
preach otherwiſe:if this ſubmiſſion which 1s requi. 
red (being given to theſe cenſures) will not neceſ- 
farily infer, chat chey muſt not concinue to profes 
or preach-any more {o : And if rhis by neceſſary 
conſequence be not an abſolute ſubmiſſion to the 
Dogmatick- power aſwell as to the Critick : Or, 
let us take it in the caſe of Athanafins, who was 
depoſed and excommunicated for profefling , and 
preaching, and pleading Jeſus Chrift co: be the 
conſubſtantial Son of God , or in the caſe of a 
perſon ſuſpended from the Sacrament, or depoſe 
from the Miniſtery, becauſe of their profeſfing ant 
preaching againſt kneeling at the Communion; 
Will not (uch ſubmiſſion! to theſe ſentences as ex- 
dudes all counteraRing , unleſle it beto appeal 
neceflarily- infer ſubmiſſion to the Decrees theme 
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felves, ſo as the perſon cenſured muſt be fileticedy 
and not profeſſe, nor preach, nor plead any more 


for the one Truth, nor againſt the other Error. - 
7. To wave a little that which concerneth pri- 


«| yate and particular perſons, We offer it to conſi- 


deration, whether inferiour Kirk-Judicatories are 
ſubordinate to the greater , and ſuperiour ſimply 
and abſolutely, becauſe they are greater and ſupe= 


«| riour> ors becaute the. inferiour have no intrinfcal 


power given them by Jeſus Chriſt , bur in, and 
wich ſuÞ>ordination to the greater, becauſe greater. 
IF fo, it would ſeem that all the inferiour Judica- 
tories of the Kirk . Congregarional- Elderſhipsz 
Pre: byteries,and Provincial Synods mult befenced 
and at in the name, and by vertue of the autho» 
tity derived from the General Afembly , as all 
thoſe Civil Courts that have no intrinfick power 
in themſelves, but in, and with ſubordination co 
the ſupream Civil Magiſtrate, are fenced: in his 
Name and a& by vertueof his Authority. Infe- 
riour Kirk-judicatories, being Ordinances of Je» 
ſus Chriſt , have the promiſe made to chem when 
they meet in His Name and do adhere to His 


| Truch, Mat.18.18,19;. And if ſo, ſhall the ſentence 


'of the ſuperiour Judicatory, when wrong upon 
the matter , oblige them to ſubmiſſion. If a-Preſs 
byceric, or a Synod with the conſent of the Preſ- 
byterie, do in an orderly way of procedure,. caſts 


[our an heterodox and ſcandalous Miniſter, Muſt 
*| they, becauſe the Synod or General Aſſemblydoth 


ſuſtain his unjuſt appeal, be obliged in conſcience 
again to receive him as a member of the Presby= 
terie or Synod , and acknowledge him for _— 
| u 
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full Minifter of the Golpel ; or, if they have in 
an orderly way of procedure, admitted an able 
orthodoxe godly man to the Miniftrie : Muſt | 
they, becauſe che ſuperiour Judicatory commands , 
them ſo to do, ceaſe to acknowledge him or own | ( 

s 


him for one of their number, or as a, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel : it ſo, it ſcemeth to be an ill-grounded | 
Trath that is commonly delivered by ſome Di- 
vines, writing of Synods, Thatthe power of Sy- 
nods is not corruptive, privative, or deſtruCtiveto | 
the power of Claſſical Presbyteries or ſingle Con- | ;, 
gregations, but perfeRtive, acumulatiye, and con- 
ſervative thereunto« _ 

$8. What is denyed jure to cxcomenick Coun« 
cels, and fo lawfully called Prophets and Mini- | |, 
ſters of the Goſpel, to Nathan, to David, to Paul, | 
to an Angel from heaven, Gal. 1.8. cannot war- 
rantably be given to General Aſſemblies. If eco» | , 
menick Counſels, lawfully called Miniſters, if |, 
Nathan, if Samuel, if Paul, if an Angel teach or 
decree but according to the Word of the Lord, |, 
we are to counteraR, and to contradift, Gel, 1.8, |p 
But though we or an Angel from beaven, preach to 
Jou , Teg' 3 wayyinoaurde beſide what we have | c 
preached, let bim be accurſed, Gal. 1, 8. There» & 
fore, &c. 

9. What is proprium quarto modo to the Scrip- 
ture of Truth, it cannot warrantably be given to |, 
the TJudicatories of the Kirk, but not to be coun- b 
teracted nor contradifted, is proprium guarto modo | ( 
to the Scriptures of Truth, theſe being the only | 
infallible rule in matters of Do&rine, Worſhip, [ 
Diſcipline, and Government , 1/4. 8, 20. 2 = 
3,16, 
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,16,17. Therefore it cannot be given to the 
udicatories of the Kirk; and to give it , infer= 
reth their infallibility, and expoſeth our Covyern= 


| ment to the calumnie of SeRaries, who ſay, we 


_ Synods as infallible as the Word of 
God. 

Io; This argueth the Scriptures of imperfe- 
Rion > and ſetteth up the neceſſity of humane 
traditions ; becauſe every warrantable ſubordi- 
nation and ſubmiſſion due to the Judicatories of 
the Kirk, muſt be given of Chriſt ; but no where 
is it written in the Book of God, that a Gene- 


| rall Aſſembly hath power given of Chriſt, to 


teach and enaRt ſuch Points and DoEtrines, and 
inflit ſuch Cenſures, as no man may or oughe 
lawfully to counterat or contradit 5; There« 
fore, &c, | 

Ii, This ſubmiſſion doth infer, That if a Ges» 
nerall Aſſembly, lawfully conveened , ſhould 
ena the Maſe, and all the herefies of the Coun=- 
cel of Trent, we may not preach nor write the con= 
trary ; for that is to counteract and contradict 2 
But this is abſurd, Therefore, &c, 

123. Sentences of Kirk Judicatories > that are 
for the ground of them unjuſt and repugnant to 


|the Word of God, are in themſelves null ; be- 


cauſe all Church- power and Authoriry is jn- 
cluded in the Word of the Lord, and to be re- 
ulated according thereto, 1/4.8. 20, 2 Corinth.12, 
IJ lo. and what is null in it felt cannot bind unto 
ſubmiſſion and ſubjetion ; Therefore, When 
Kirk» Judicatories act not in ſubordination to 
Jeſus Chriſt, from, and unde whom they —_ 
a 


(110)? " 
all their power, they may lawfully be contradi< | 
Red and counterafted. "Bl 

13 This ſubmiſſion is prelaticalLand introduceth |# 
a lordly and abſolute power and dominion in the |! 
Church of God , over the Flock and Miniſters of i 
Jeſus Chriſt. Ic is indeed the very image and likes | 0 
neffe of that ſubjeRion and ſubmifſion that was |4 
ired by prelates of Intrants to che Miniſtery, |n 
BilhopSporſwood in his Sermon at Perth Aﬀlembly, fo 
telleth his hearers , That the ſentence of ſuperiours a |Þ 
a6 it bath tbe force of a conſtitution , though haply (c; 
otherwiſe eſtabliſhed then it can ſet forward Godlineſi |ta 
and Piety ; and that We be perſwaded that ſuch thing C 
are n0t right nor well appointed, yet ought t» di: eft ug, | 
end i a ſufficient ground to our conſciences for obeying. 'e 
Narrat. of the proceedings of Perth Aſſembly, by |tr: 
DoGRor Lindſay. page 29. And in the ſame place , 
he gives this as the reaſon of his judgement. Ex- ln 
cept this be ( Caith he ) there can be no order , and all 
muſt be filled with ſtrife and contention; The ſame 
ehing that our Brethren now cell us , that they do fa 
nat fee how without this ſubmisfion, Unity and M 
and Order can be continued in the Kirk: Doo: Ju 
Lindſay allo himſelf, afterwards Biſhop of Edinh, and 
in his Epiſtle to the Paſtors and Miniſters of the ire 
Church of Scotland,prefixed to his book of the pro» 
ceedings of the Aﬀembly ar Perth celleth us, That 
Where 4 man hath not a laW , bi judgement u© the ruk fie 
of his conſcience : but where there uw a law , the lavv ar 
muſt be the rule, And in the Oath which was mini-|it 
fired to the Intrants to the Miniſterie in this 
Church by the Prelates,they make the Intrants to 
fear, That they (hall live peaceable —_— . ot 
| bur 
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| Church, ſubjefing themſelves to the Orders that therein 
|are,or ſhall be eſtabliſhed 7 that by all meanes that they 
| | #48 = they ſhall procure others to the due reverence of 
| tbe ſame;Wbich things (ſaith the intrant in that oath) 
f if we ſhall contraveen(as Godforbid)we are content up= 
« | (8 friall and cognition taken , by our ordinary without 
. of reclamation,or gainſaying, to be deprived of our Mie 
; \niſtery and be reputed Infamous and Perjured Perſons 
, for ever, And tothe ſame purpole there is in the: 
Book of Canons and Conſtitutions Ecclefiaſti- 
y icall for the Government of the Kirk of Scotland, 
;|ratified and publiſhed by Authority, 1636. A 
1 \Canon appointing , That if any perſon in boly Or. 
5 |ders,laWfully Suſpended, or Depoſed (that is ) in their 
1. 'enſe , Suſpended or Depoſed by his ordinary, for- 
y|tranſgresſing any of theſe prelaticall Cannons, 
« ball preſume to exerciſe any Eccleſtaſticall Funttion' 
@ during the time of bis ſuſpenſion , or after he ts degra< 
ll 4d, let him be Excommunicated , and delivered to the: 
ne (4)- power as incorrigible. Juſt ſo our Brethren will 
lo have the Proteſting Brechren to engage and pro 
id miſe abſolute ſubmisfhon to the Sentences of the 
o [edicatories of the Kirk , whether juſt or unjuſt ; 
þ, and becauſe they do refuſe it, charge them with 
he reach of their Engagements at their-entrance to 
o-Iie Miniſtery, and as fubverters of the very being 
4 the Government. And what they would do, if 
1k key had the Civil-power to concur, is bur too ap- 
lt arent > from theſe hard reprefentations they gave 
1i-fthem to the Civil-power, inthe year I651. and 
isfrewd hints and infinuations which they made 
cofiereupon. : 2p 7 4 
s 14, This ſubmiſſion is fo far from being any 
( part 
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part of Catholick truch , much leſs of the eſſence] 
and being of Presbyterial Government, that it ſeems 
to be a tenet purely Popiſh and Antichriſtian; and| 
l-ades for a Government thar is not Presbyterian, 
ut Popiſh and Ancichriſtian : Who knoweth nat | | 
thac the fayorites and Emmilaries of the Sea ol/ 
Rome do with might and main plead for this ab-(_ 
ſolute and unlimited ſubjeRion and fubmiſſionto | 
the Decrees and Sentences of the Pope , wherein | - 
they are oppoſed by Proteſtant Divines : Debet | | 
excommunicatus , & ſi innocens ( ſaith a Popiſh Au-| | 
thor) aliorum conſortia fugere & a ſacris abſtinere; | 1 
zgitur impropriee Chriſti inſkrumentum dicitur Paþu| 1 
cum alique illus aftiones, a Chriſto non impellantw| t 
mee acceptantur. Andr. Davalius,in 22, part, queſt.8 \ 
t 
F 
F 
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He that is excommenicate ( (aith he ) albeit innocent, 
yet ought to (hun the fellowſhip of others, and to abſtan| 
from boly thiags ; therefare the Pope is (faith he) 
improperly called Chnſts inſtrument , becauſe ſome of | 
bs ations are neither impelled by him , nor accepteddf| 
bin. $o our Brethren will have a man that # S 
ſuſpended fron the Sacrament, or depoſed from| þ 
the Miniftery, or excommunicated,rhough unjuſt-| t] 
ly. to abſtain from the Sacrament, and from| £ 
preaching, and from the fellowſhip of others. and 
from holy things: And whether this be in the dil-) 1; 
pencing of Church-diſcipline and Government, | t1 
to be the Inſtruments and Miniſters of Chritt , or | w 
if it be not indeed to play the Pope , and to ſet up| at 
Miniſters and Servants above the Maſter of the| C 
houſe, we leave itto ſober and unbyaſled mento| lu 
Judge ? | ft 
I5. This unlimited ſubmiſſion leayes the Church |nc 
: deſtituts | to 
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deſtitute of all Ecclefraſticall remedies, in the caſe 
of a general defe&tion, and doth open a wide door 
for making the Government of che Houle of God 
, degenerate into Tyranny, and in fiead of being a 
| qmean of purging and prelerving of Religion, ro be 
{| a mean of polluting and deſtroying the ſame, and 
«| perſecuting and bearing down ſuch as defire to 
)| keep their garments pure , whether Miniſters or 
1| Profcffors : What is Tyranny ? but when theſe 
{| that are in power will have inferiours, withour 
«| gainſaying or counterating to yeeld ſubjc<Ation 
:| to their dictates and commands , though there be 
4| nothing but fic Volo fic jubeo, no reaſon of equity in 
| them , but their own meer arbicrament and pl-a- 
ſure ; or though there be iniquity and injuſtice in 
| them , Dan. LI. 36. and when ſubjeftion withour 
n| gainſaying is not only required of private and 
) particular men , but allo of all inferiour Judica- 
f| tories > and eyen of theſe that are clothed with 
f| lawfull power and authority. Was not this the 
A Stare-ryranny that was formerly exerciſed and 
m| pleaded for by the Malignant-party » to which 
- | there was publick oppoficion made by defenſive 
m\ Armes, that are generally acknowledged by all 
d| ſober men , both Polititians and Divines, to be a 
C\lawfull mean of a peoples preſervation from the 
t | ruine char is threatened by Tyranny ? And thall 
or | we now ſet up 2 Church-cyranny » the: meer will 
p|and abicrement ; yea, the unjuſt Sentences of 
ie] Church- judicatories,for Laws, and require abſo- 
tw] lute fubmiſſion thereunto , not only of private and 
fingle perſons , but of all inferiour Judicatories, 
h |noc allowing the Congregational-elderſhip once 
& |to whiſper againſt what 1s relolyed by the Pref 
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byterie, or the Presbyterie againſt what is reſolved 
by the Synod, or the Synod againſt what is refol- 
ved by the General Aſſembly, If then the ſupe- | 
riour Judicatories will tyrannize , what remedy 
is there ? or if they become corrupt , how ſhall the 
ruine of Religion, or the perſecution and oppre(- | 
fion of theſe whodefire to keep Faich and a good | 
Conſcience, be avoided ? Have the Miniſters and | 
Saints and Courts of Jeſus Chrift received Reli- | 
gion and His Ordinances upon theſe tearms , that | 
if a ſuperiour Court will have it fo, they ſhall 
all crouch down, as Aﬀes under the burden, and | 
let them, without gainſaying { they being nou | | 
cudgel'd into filence by a ſentence of ſuſpenſion | | 
from the Sacrament, or Depoſition or Excommu- | f 
nication ) ruin Church, and Miniſters, and yo | 
dinances, and Profeſſors, and all the precious in-| \ 
tereſts of Jeſus Chriſt ; And ſhall we fay that| r 
ſuch a ſubmiſſion is required in this caſe, as though | o 
they ought to do nothing but weep and pray in| { 
ſecret? How grcat tyranny is this, and how re- | it 
medilefſe a way to ruin ? And yet, this is the con- | B 
ſequent of our Brethren's opinion. If they tell | fi 
us, thatthere is no hazard of theſe things, becaulc | te 
the Church of Scotland is ſound in Doftrine, and | w 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline , and Government, aud | to 
that it is upon the account of the ſoundnefle of the | fo, 
Church-judicatories only, that they challenge this 
ſ1bmiſſion as due unto them: We defire I, to|a6 
know whether they will grant that ſuch a ſubmil- | ye 
Gon, as they do now plead for. may be denied to |Wwi 
Church-judicatories that are unſound ? and what |in 
_ of unſoundneſle they will have them to |? 
a 


into before this ſubmiſſion can be warrant tic 
| ably jan 


1 
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_ ably denied unto them > It ſeems to us, by our 
Brethrens judgement , as long as they keep any 
thing of the being and authority of Kirk- judica- 
tories, though they be corrupt, not only in the par- 
| ticular Determinations, to which ſubmiſſion is re- 
quired, but in many things beſides, both in Do- 
Grine, and Diſcipline, and Government, this ſub- 
| miſſion muſt be granted them, becauſe to deny it, 
| is todeny the very being and eſſence of the Go- 
| vernment : How this ſhall be avoided we do nor 
| | ſee, unleſſe they ſay, That a Church-judicatory 
| that is unſound im any point of Truth doth loſe its 
| | being and authority, which we hope they will not 
.| fay, having in ſome of their Papers charged it as 
. | heterodoxie upon the Proteſting Brethren. 2. As 
. | weſhall be glad that they will confine this ſub- 
t| miſſion to ſound Judicatories, upon the accompr. 
h | of their ſoundneſle only ; fo in the caſe of their 
n| ſodoing, we do not ſee what this importeth more 
- | in the matter of (ubmiſſion than the Proteſtin 
« | Brethren are willing to yeeld, to wit, A ſubmil- 
[|| fron to all ſound Determinations and juſt Sen- 
ſe, tences of the reſpeCive Judicatories of the Kirk, 
& | without any counteraRting; becauſe if it be given 
d\to them upon that accompt only, that they are 
ie | found , then is it only to be given to them when 
is |they are ſound and right in their reſolutions and 
to|aRings , which the Proteſting Brethren willingly 
i- | yeeld, and belike, in ſome particular caſes fome- 
to [what more. We finde them 1n their laſt Paper, 
ar\in the Conference at Edinburgh , November, 25, 
co [1655, profeſling that if the cale were only of par- 
- [ticular perſons, in things of more private intereſt 
ly jand perſonal mn 17 and of Judicatories 
H 2 11n- 
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imploying their power to edification in the cur 
rent of their a&tings,they would not much contend 
about it. Bur 3. the Proteſting Brethren do deny 
that the Church of Scotland js now found : Tr js 
their ſad complaint, chat there 1s in the Church 
the plurality of her Judicatories, very much pra- 
cticalt unioundneſſe, not only becauſe of their 
not unproving the precious Ordinances of God, 
for bearing down of the kingdom of (in and Satan, 
and advancing the Kingdom of the Lord Jelus 
Chriſt, bur alſo becauſe of their abufing of them 
in many things, for a carrying onof a courſeof 
defeftion from former integrity and purity, and a 
courſe of perſecution agamlt godly Miniſters, and 


Elders and Profeſſors in the Land , who canna | 


be conſenting to their backſliding courſes : rhere- 
fore, do theſe Brethren conceive that they have 


| 
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the more reaſon to refuſe to engage themſelves to | 


an abloluce ſubmiſſion to the Senrences of the 
Church- Judicatories, whilſt the power is in ſuch 


— — 


hands,becauſe it were to betray themſelves and | 


the Work and People of God, to the lufts and will 
of men. We conclude this debate of the nature 
of that. ſubmiſtion: that is due to Church- Judi- 
catories, with two teſtimonies of men, who are 
deſervedly acknowledged to be great and worthy 
aſſerters of Presbyterijall- Government. The firl} 
is of the Authors of the Diyine-right of Church- 
Government, who in the 15. Chap. of that book 
ercating of the ſubordination of particular Chur- 
ches to greater Aſlemblics, for their authoritative 
judging and determining of cauſes Eccleſiaſtical! 
and the Divine right- thereof, do write thus ; 
* It is granted (faythey)-that the higheſt Eccle- 

* faſticall 


— 
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(117) | 
«{Gafticall Aſſembly in the world, cannot require 
© from the loweſt, a ſubordination abſolute and 
| «pro arbitrio, i, e. at their own meer will and 
« pleaſure; but only in {ome re{pe, ſubordina- 
« tizon abſolute, being only to the Law of God, 
« laid down in the Scripture. We deteſt Popiſh 
«tyrannie which claimeth a power of giving 
© their will for a Law. I|t is ſubjeRion in the 
*©Lord that is pleaded- for, the (ireighteft rule in 
© the workl, unlefle the holy Scricpture , we 
*« affirm to be regulam regulatam, 3,e, a rule to be 
*regulaced, peace being only in walking accord= 
© ing to Scripture Caron. Goal, 6. ver, 16, The 
other js of our Country-man, Mr.George Gilleſpie 
| in his Aﬀertion of the Government of the Church 

of Scotland, the ſec, part, <. 2. page 127, ©We 
. | © muſt diftineuiſh (ſaith he ) berwixt a depen= 
) | © dance abſolute,and in ſome reſpect ; a Congre- 
. | "pation doth abſolutely depznd upon the holy 
| | © Scriptures alone , as the perfe&t rule of Faith, 
| | * and manners, of Worſhip and of Church- Go= 
| 
; 
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 «* yernment ; for we accurle the tyrannie of Pre- 
© lates: who claimed to themſelves autocratorick 

. | © power over Congregations to whom they gave 
\ © their Naked- will for a Law 2 one of themſelves 

/ | *rold a whole Synod, that they ought toeftecem 
} | * that beſt which ſeemeth ſo to ſuperiours ; and 
. | *thar this is a ſufficient ground to the conſci= 
© | * ence for obeying, though the thing be inconye= 
- | *nient, We ſay, that Congregations: ought in- 
e | * deed to be ſubjeRt to Presbyteries and Synods, 
* yet not abſolutely, bur in the Lord, and in 
«things lawtull : and tothis purpoſe the conſti- 


© tytions of Presbyteries and Synods, are to be ex- 
*amined 


| (118) 

«© 2amined by the judgement of Chriſtian diſcre- 
© tion; for a Synod is judex judicandus , and re- 
* oula regulate, ſo that it ought not to be blindly 
* obeyed, whether the Ordinances be convenient 
© or inconvenient. 

Having now vindicated the Proteſting Brethren 
from the Aſperſions unjuſtly caſt upon them in 
thatDeclaration , and given a Reaſon why they 
cannot accept thereof, as containing right and fit 
foundations of Union; We have only to add, That 
we know and are perſwaded in our ſpirits, that as 
the diviſions of this Church,are amongſt the deep- 
eſt wounds and greateſt affli&tions of their ſouls; 
ſo there is nothing {next unto communion and fel- 


lowſhip with God in his Truth ) which they do | 


more earneſtly defire, than a finlefle Union and 
Peace in the Church ; and would redeem it at any 
rate that ſhall not pollute tneir conſciences, and 
widen the breach with God : And therefore, as 
through the goodnefſe and mercy of God > theſe 
Brethren have a witneſs of their innocency, and of 
the juſtice of their cauſe in the hearts of many of 
the precious and godly in the Land : So we deſire, 
that none of the Lord's People will receive the ac- 
euſations that are laid againſt rhem, or look upon 
them as men of implacable ſpirits, who hold up 
contention and diviſion in the Church , but eſteem 
them ſuch as ftand for the defence of the Truth, 
and are ſeeking and purſuing ſuch an Union and 
Peace as may be not for the deſtruRtion, but for the 
preſervation of the Truth and Cauſe of God, which 
they conceive themſelves bound to, and tender bee 
fore their own Perſons and Miniſtery 
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| Fter that this Anſwer Was ſent to the Preſſe, the 
( A Authors of the Declaration, to which it doth 

contain a Reply , together With ſeveral other 
Brethren of their judgment, meeting at Edinburgh,in 
an extrajudicial way, two monetks after the firſt pub- 
li[ ing thereof, did reſolve that the Declaration ſhould 
be tendered to the ſeveral Preſbyteries of that judge= 
ment, for their approbation , aud thereafter offered by 
them to the Proteſting Brethren in the ſeveral parts of 
the Country , and that their Anſwer ſhould be deſired | 
| thereupon. Whether the imputation Which they con- | 


ceived to be caſt upon them, by ſome Syugds refi.fing to 
| declare themſelves, 4s to their appreving thereof, ( of 
| Which we have had a credible report) or any other cone 
| faderation did lead them hereunto, we ſhall not deter= 
mine ; but we cannot but take notice, 1, That herein 
* | they have had little or no regard to the due liberty of 
*  Preſbyterics and Synods, notWithſtanding of their great 
| pretentions and profeſſions unto the contrary in all 
their debates with the *Proteſting Brethren , a few pri- 

| | vate perſons having firſt , without acquainting them 
) | With that Paper, or deſiring their approbation thereof, 
1 | publiſhed the ſame 44 _—_ and in the Name 
, | of the Brethren who are for the eſtabliſhed Government 
| | of the Kirk of Scotland, and then ex ol facto « long 
e | time after it had gone abroad materially in their names, 
1 | to endeavour to engage them in the —_ thereof. 
- | 2. That the Preſbyteries of that judgment have walked 
in 4 very different and diſſonant Way in order to that 
_ Fo | Paper, 
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— —pey tng the Narrative thercyy ; and others having ap 
proven the whole Paper, Title and Body, as it ſtands, 
and in theſe tearms tendered it, as 4 ground of {{nion 
and Peace, 3. That ſundry of theſe Brethren and 
Preſbyteries of the Reſolution judgment, who have ap- 
proven and tenaered this Paper to ſeveral of the Pro- 
teſting Breth:en, have aone it in ſuch a way 45 doth 
more ſavour of the cuſtoins of ktigions men than doth 
beſeem the GoSþ:l and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to wit, 
by Civil Notaries, and Inſtruments required under their 
hand. 4. That ſome *Presbyteries of that judgment, 
have, becaufe of ſome Proteſting Brethrea of the Preſ- 
_ their refuſing to joyn with them in condemning 
the prattices and propoſe mentioned in that Decla- 


of thus Kirk,, declared them to be ſuch 44 do diſſent 
rom the Government it ſelf. Beſtdes any thing that 
_ ts ſaid in the body of thu Reply, it may by theſe things 


#0 haſten forth an Inſwer to that Paper, and upon 11 
Reſolution Brethren thereupon, the Brethren for the 
Proteitation have to imbrace the ſame, as a foundation 
of 1nion and Peace: Or, if they do fo, in hoy great 
 'eonditious they muſt ſwallow, 
FINIS. 


ration, as contrary and deſtruftive to the Government ' 


Further appear what reaſon there Was upon the one hant 


other, how ſmall reaſon from the Paper it ſe!f, how 
Iubrick grounds from the diſſonant proceedings of the 


* © &clondof uncertainty they muſt Walk , and What hard | 


I... 


— 


| (i-{ i. 


